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Economic Impacts of Commercial Fisheries


There is a longstanding debate between recreational and commercial fishermen as to whether commercial fishing is helpful to an area in regards to the economy and the ecology.  Recreational fishermen claim that the recreational fishing industry brings much more money to an area while the commercial fishing industry provides less money and is more harmful to the environment.  This is one argument that coastal managers must take in to consideration in the future.


Certain parts of this argument is true, however as a whole this argument does not hold water.  It is true that recreational fishermen bring more money to an area, however, the $109.2 million dollars in fish sold alone that commercial fishing brought to North Carolina is a sizeable amount of money.  The commercial fishing fleet creates an estimated 20,860 jobs with an additional 6,243 jobs in fields related to commercial fishing such as fish processing, retail fish sales, and the food service dealing with seafood.  These additional jobs provide another 67.4 million dollars to the state of North Carolina.  
Another consideration that coastal managers must take into account is if the commercial fishing industry collapses what the fishermen will do for a living.  According to research done by Sea Grant, most of the Commercial fishermen who get out of commercial fishing, found employment related to the fishing industry in some way, the two most common response were diesel mechanic and seaman (dredge, ferry).  If the entire industry was demolished then these jobs would not exist.
The top five species landed in 2000 by value and pounds.
VALUE:
Hard Blue Crabs....$32,076,653
Shrimp.............$25,404,839
Summer Flounder....$5,991,402 
Southern Flounder..$5,645,683
Hard Clams.........$4,681,053

POUNDS:
Atlantic Menhaden.....56,280,072
Hard Blue Crabs.......38,794,370
Shrimp................10,334,325
Croaker...............10,122,610
Spiny Dogfish..........3,546,205


These figures show that although recreational fishermen claim that the commercial fishermen are to blame for the declining fish stocks, the top five fish that were sold by commercial fishermen were not fish that are targeted by the recreational fleet.  Many of the recreational fishermen that are complaining are either King Mackerel fishermen or Blue water fishermen (tuna, dolphin, Wahoo, and Billfish).  One thing that I find to be interesting is that most of the tournaments in North Carolina are either King mackerel tournaments or Blue water tournaments.  In these tournaments fish are killed to be weighed.  Thus, the people pointing the blame are in fact the ones reducing the stocks of the fishery.  For example almost every weekend from May through October there is a king mackerel tournament in North Carolina.  Each weekend fishermen go out in search of the largest (most mature and most productive breeders) Kingfish.  I do not see a problem with this however the blame should not be put on the commercial fishermen.  
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