Foundations of Language and Literacy
EDN 558 – Fall, 2010
Section 001 Monday, 5:00 to 7:45 
Education Building ?
Dr. Barbara Honchell

Office - Education Building 211



Phone: 962-3382 (Work)

honchellb@uncw.edu





 392-1838 (Home)
Texts

Required:
Byrnes, J.P. (2009). Language and literacy development: What educators need to know.


 Guilford Press: New York, NY.


   Clay, M.M. (1991). Becoming literate: The construction of inner control. Heinemann: 




    Portsmouth, NH.




   Johnston, P. H. (2004). Choice words: How our language affects children’s learning.


 

Stenhouse: Portland ME. 

Optional:




   Lindfors, J.W. (2008). Children’s language: Connecting, reading, writing, and talk.





 Teachers College Press: New York, NY. 

 
   Genishi, C & Dyson, A.H. (2009). Children language and literacy: Diverse learners in 



diverse times. Teachers College Press: New York, NY. 

   Literature (choose one after first class):

Cisneros, S. (1984). The house on mango street. Vintage, A Division of Random House:

 New York, NY.

Flake, S G. (1998). The skin I’m in. Hyperion: New York, NY

Lord, C. (2006). Rules. Scholastic: New York, NY.

Course Description

Pre-Requisite or Co-Requisite, EDN 551. Co-Requisite, EDN 569, or permission of instructor. Explores the development of language and literacy in relation to cognitive development. Develops conceptualization of reading and writing as psycholinguistic and strategic processes. Explores implications of theories of language and literacy development for teacher decision-making, teaching practices, and school learning. 

Relationship of Course to Conceptual Framework


A required course in the M.ED., Program in Language and Literacy Education, this course develops concepts and theories that inform teacher decision-making relative to literacy education. This course begins exploration of the question:  What is the relationship between language and literacy, especially for the beginner but also for the competent reader/writer? However, in order to address these issues, other questions need to be raised: What is language? How do children acquire language; and how do they acquire literacy? What is the nature of reading as a process, and of writing as a process? What part does language play in reading and writing performance for novices and for literate persons? What functions does language and literacy serve in different cultural communities, and how do these differences and language differences affect acquisition patterns? Students acquire inquiry skills through course assignments and activities, through collaboration on projects, and through reflective writing and discussion.  

Course Objectives and Outcomes 



The following objectives will not be completely achieved by the end of this course, because they represent areas of learning that merit continuous research and inquiry. However, at the end of the course, students will have at least a beginning level understanding of the following concepts and issues:  

a. Understand key concepts related to language, linguistics (e.g., semantics, syntax, phonology, and pragmatics), communication, and psycholinguistics.  

b. Identify and provide or interpret evidence of patterns of first-language, second-language, and literacy acquisition. 

c. Understand reading both as a communication, meaning-construction process and as a cognitive, psycholinguistic process utilizing written codes.

d. Understand the role of prior knowledge and various sources of textual and non-textual information in reading.  

e. Understand relationships between reading and writing at both the emergent and independent stages of literacy.  

f. Understand issues and interpret research on such topics as phonics, comprehension, fluency, emergent literacy, whole language, process writing, and critical literacy.  

g. Understand patterns of language diversity and their implications for language and literacy educational policy and practices. 

These topics will be addressed in this course through a variety of means. Text readings will be assigned so that we can discuss them in common. Some readings will be explored on your own and brought into class discussions as you see relevance. You will also be expected to interact with young children, school age learners and adults so that you can observe their language and literacy performance and the ways in which language and literacy are used in their daily and school lives. 
Instructional Methods and Activities


Students will be expected to attend classes, complete assigned and self-directed readings and activities, participate in small group and class discussions, and complete written assignments. Assigned readings are listed in the class schedule, though changes may be made as the semester continues. Students are also expected to seek out and read references on topics of their choice. Generally assigned readings need to be completed prior to class with the related activity to be completed following class. Outcomes of the activity will be shared at the beginning of class with a written summary of learning submitted.  

Schedule for Semester
	Date
	Topic
	Readings

(to be read before class)
	Related Activity

(to be completed after class)

	August19

NHCS Elementary Open House

Class Meets from 5:00 to 6:00 

or

7:30 to 8:30
	Course Overview
	Review Syllabus
	· Record a brief conversation between 2 or 3 adults (save)

· Select a short segment to transcribe that typifies the conversation  & bring to class

	August 26
	Introduction to Spoken Language Development & Case Study Research
	· B & W Chapter 3
	· Begin process of locating a child for case study

	September 2
	Phonological Component of Language & Format for Case Study Research
	· B & W Chapter 4
	· Write a 1 page reflection regarding the role of phonics in becoming literate.

	September 9
	Semantic Component of Language 
	· B & W Chapter 5

· Novel of Choice
	· Write a 1 page reflection regarding the role of vocabulary and comprehension in becoming literate.

· Submit brief intro about case study child for approval.

	September 16
	Syntactic Component of Language
	· B & W Chapter 6

· Novel of Choice
	· Write a 1 page reflection regarding the role of language structure in becoming literate.

	September 23
	No Class – Instructor at Meeting in Columbus Ohio
	· Meet with your case study child for conversation. Analyze the child’s use of oral language using the guidelines provided.

	September 30
	Cultural Component of Language
	· Language Impact Article

· Hidden Aspects of Communication Article

· B & W Chapter 11

· Novel of Choice
	· Write a 1 page reflection regarding the role of culture in becoming literate

· Talk with your case study child’s caregiver about the child’s background and review any available records. Based on this background knowledge and your conversations with the child, draft sections one and two of your case study. Due October 14.

	October 7
	Transition from Oral to Written Language
	· Clay Chapters 1-4

· B & W Chapter 7
	

	October 14
	The Challenges of Print
	· Clay Chapters 5-7
	· Spend at least one hour with your case study child over the next two weeks. Read to the child, share read, and have the child read to you. 

· Draft section four of your case study. Due October 28.

	October 21
	Interacting with Books
	· Clay Chapters 8-10
	

	October 28
	Strategic Behaviors of Readers and Writers
	· Clay Chapters 11 & 12

· B & W Chapter 10
	· Collect three writing samples from your case study child. Analyze the samples using the rubric provided. 

· Draft Section 5 of your case study. Due November 4.

	November 4
	Reading and Writing Process with Control
	· Clay Chapters 13 & 14
	· Take a reading record of your case study child using any form of recording at your disposal. 

· Analyze for strategic behavior.

· Add information to section 4 of your case study.

	November 11
	The Role of the Teacher - 1
	· Johnston Chapters 1-5
	· Audio tape your case study child in a learning environment. 

· Analyze the instructional setting and the child’s role in the classroom. 

	November 18
	The Role of the Teacher  - 2
	· Johnston Chapters 6-8 & the Fine Print
	· Add information on classroom discourse to your case study. 

· Written case study is due December 1.

	November 25
	No Class – Thanksgiving Holiday

	December 9
	Final Exam – Presentation of Case Study to classmates in a small group setting. 


Adjustments in the schedule may be made during the course of the semester as needed.
Evaluation and Grading

1. Periodic Assignments in Related Activity Column of Syllabus – 5 points each
· Adult conversation and transcript
· Reflection on phonics
· Reflection on vocabulary and comprehension
· Reflection on language structure
· Reflection on culture
· Draft of sections 1 & 2 of case study
· Draft of section 4 of case study
· Draft of section 5 of case study
· Analysis of strategic activity for case study
· Analysis of classroom discourse for case study
2. Final Case Study Product including use of APA and Oral Presentation 

Feedback from Colleagues – 40 points

3. Class Attendance and Participation as an active discussant and listener 

as evidence of completion of reading assignments – 10 points
The grading scale is as follows:

A 93-100

B 85-92

C 77-84

D 70-76

F below 70
Use of APA 


In education in general and literacy in particular, APA format is the accepted writing style. Please follow APA standards when submitting written work. www.owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource  is an excellent source for information. 

Disability Statement 

If you are a person with a disability and anticipate needing accommodations of any type in order to participate in this class, you must notify Disability Services (Westside Hall, 962-7555), provide the necessary documentation of the disability, and arrange for the appropriate authorized accommodations. Once these accommodations are approved, please identify yourself to the instructor in order that we can implement these accommodations.

Cell Phone Policy

Cell phones should generally not be seen or heard in class. If you are experiencing an emergency that requires an incoming cell phone call, please advise the instructor prior to class, put the phone out on the table on vibrate mode, and leave the classroom should you receive an incoming call. Texting is prohibited during class. 
Attendance Policy

Attending class is a part of the overall learning experience. However, it is also not 

appropriate to attend class if you have a contagious illness. Please use good judgment 

regarding class attendance, class tardiness. Coming in late or leaving early is not 

attending class in its true sense. More than two absences, tardies, or leaving class early
will have a negative impact on your grade. If you are absent due to a required school

function, please advise the instructor in advance.
Communication

Note that your UNCW email account is the official form of communication for the university. Monitor your university email account regularly for information or changes regarding this class. The instructor monitors email regularly for communication with students.

Academic Honor Code

All UNCW students shall commit to the principles and spirit of the Honor Code by adhering to the following pledge:

“As a student at The University of North Carolina Wilmington, I am committed to honesty and truthfulness in academic inquiry and in the pursuit of knowledge.  I pledge to uphold and promote the UNCW Student Academic Honor Code.”
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