Seminar in Language and Literacy Foundations

EDN 569 – Fall 2007

Section 001 – Thursday, 5:00 to 5:50

 Education Building 229

Dr. Barbara Honchell

Office – Education Building 211



Phone: 962-3382 (Work)

honchellb@uncw.edu





 392-1838 (Home)

Required Text

Johnston, P. H. (2004). Choice words: How our language affects children’s learning. Stenhouse: Portland ME. 
Choose one of the following for book study after first class:
Cisneros, S. (2002). Carmelo. Vintage, A Division of Random House: New York, NY.

Monroe, M. (2000). God don’t like ugly. Kensington Publishing: New York, NY. 
Sedaris, D. (2000). Me talk pretty one day. Little, Brown and Company: New York, NY. 
Course Description

This course is designed as a companion course for EDN 558 and is organized to support students in their learning as they collaborate with colleagues and professors in exploring language development at all levels and the reading process. It is also designed to explore language at all educational levels, synthesize, and apply ideas to language and literacy development and diversity. This course supports students in their growth as effective decision-makers and reflective practitioners.
Course Objectives and Outcomes

The student will:

1. Form collaborative groups to discuss questions dealing with literacy, language development, and the reading and writing processes.

2. Explore implications for educators and parents suggested by concepts learned in EDN 558. 

3. Identify ways that the theories presented can be put into practice in the classroom to support linguistically, culturally, and academically diverse student populations. 

4. Continue discussion of issues introduced in EDN 558.

5. Demonstrate growth in ability to collaborate to learn and support the learning of others.

6. Demonstrate growth in ability to use reflection as a tool for learning.

7. Explore case study research as a tool for informing instructional decision making.

Instructional Methods and Activities

This seminar class will focus around three major events: a book study group, exploration of case study research, and an exploration of teacher talk.
Evaluation and Grading

Active participation in Book Study by reading and fulfilling roles……………40 pts.

Application of Case Study Format to Case Study for EDN 558……………….20 pts.

Active Participation in “Teacher Talk” sessions including evidence of reading….40 pts.
Tentative Class Schedule and Assignments

	Date
	Topic 


	Reading

Assignment
	Related Activity

	August 27


	Course Overview
Book Study Selection
	
	Purchase / order text for book study

	September 3
	No Class - Labor Day

	September 10
	Intro to Book Study
	Determine by groups
	Based on Role

	September 17
	Book Study Groups
	Same 
	Based on Role

	September 24
	Book Study Groups
	Same
	Based on Role

	October 1


	Book Study Groups
	Same 
	Based on Role

	October 8
	No Class - Fall Break

	October 15
	Book Study Groups
	Same 
	Based on Role

	October 22
	Exploring Case Study Research
	Handout
	 

	October 29
	Exploring Case Study Research
	Handout
	

	November 5
	Exploring Case Study Research
	Handout
	Begin Writing of Case Study

(See EDN 558 Syllabus)

	November 12
	Teacher Talk 
	Johnston – Chapters 1 & 2
	

	November 19
	Teacher Talk
	Johnston – Chapters 3 & 4 
	

	November 26
	Teacher Talk
	Johnston – Chapters 5 & 6
	

	December 3
	Teacher Talk
	Johnston – Chapters 7 & 8
	

	December 10
	Presentation of Case Studies


Adjustments in the schedule may be made during the course of the semester if needed.

Disability Statement 

If you are a person with a disability and anticipate needing accommodations of any type in order to participate in this class, you must notify Disability Services (Westside Hall, 962-7555), provide the necessary documentation of the disability, and arrange for the appropriate authorized accommodations. Once these accommodations are approved, please identify yourself to the instructor in order that we can implement these accommodations.

Cell Phone Policy

Cell phones should generally not be seen or heard in class. If you are experiencing an emergency that requires an incoming cell phone call, please advise the instructor prior to class, put the phone out on the table on vibrate mode, and leave the classroom should you receive an incoming call.

Attendance Policy

Attending class is a part of the overall learning experience. However, it is also not 

appropriate to attend class if you have a contagious illness. Please use good judgment 
regarding class attendance, class tardiness. Coming in late or leaving early is not 
attending class in its true sense. More than two absences or tardies (or leaving class early) 
will have a negative impact on your grade.

