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Course Description

Pre-Requisite or Co-Requisite, EDN 551. Co-Requisite, EDN 569, or permission of instructor. Explores the development of language and literacy in relation to cognitive development. Develops conceptualization of reading and writing as psycholinguistic and strategic processes. Explores implications of theories of language and literacy development for teacher decision-making, teaching practices, and school learning. 

Relationship of Course to Conceptual Framework


 A required course in the M.ED., Program in Language and Literacy Education, this course develops concepts and theories that inform teacher decision-making relative to literacy education. This course begins exploration of the question:  What is the relationship between language and literacy, especially for the beginner but also for the competent reader/writer? However, in order to address these issues, other questions need to be raised: What is language? How do children acquire language; and how do they acquire literacy? What is the nature of reading as a process, and of writing as a process? What part does language play in reading and writing performance for novices and for literate persons? What functions does literacy serve in different cultural communities, and how do these differences and language differences affect acquisition patterns? Students acquire inquiry skills through course assignments and activities, through collaboration on projects, and through reflective writing and discussion.  

Course Objectives and Outcomes 



The following objectives will not be completely achieved by the end of this course, because they represent areas of learning that merit continuous research and inquiry. However, at the end of the course, students will have at least a beginning level understanding of the following concepts and issues: 

a. Understand key concepts related to language, linguistics (e.g., semantics, syntax, phonology, and pragmatics), communication, and psycholinguistics.  

b. Identify and provide or interpret evidence of patterns of first-language, second-language, and literacy acquisition. 

c. Understand reading both as a communication, meaning-construction process and as a cognitive, psycholinguistic process utilizing written codes.

d. Understand the role of prior knowledge and various sources of textual and non-textual information in reading.  

e. Understand relationships between reading and writing at both the emergent and independent stages of literacy.  

f. Understand issues and interpret research on such topics as phonics, comprehension, fluency, emergent literacy, whole language, process writing, and critical literacy.  

g. Understand patterns of language diversity and their implications for language and literacy educational policy and practices. 

These topics will be addressed in this course through a variety of means. Text readings will be assigned so that we can discuss them in common. Some readings will be explored on your own and brought into class discussions as you see relevance. You will also be expected to interact with young children, school age learners and adults so that you can observe their language and literacy performance and the ways in which language and literacy are used in their daily and school lives. 

Instructional Methods and Activities

Students will be expected to attend classes, complete assigned and self-directed readings and activities, participate in small group and class discussions, and complete written assignments. Assigned readings are listed in the class schedule, though changes may be made as the semester continues. Students are also expected to seek out and read references on topics of their choice. Generally assigned readings need to be completed prior to class with the related activity to be completed following class. Outcomes of the activity will be shared at the beginning of class with a written summary of learning submitted.  


During the first half of the semester we will use Appendix A from the Kutz text to guide our learning about language in communities as we explore chapters 1-9 of this text and chapters  1- 5 from Clay. During the second half of the course we will move our thinking from language to literacy using Chapters 10 and 11 from Kutz and Chapters 5 – 14 from Clay. In addition, we will explore the language and literacy theory of Jean Chall using handouts. 

Evaluation and Grade Assignment
Recording and analysis of data from the three taped language samples....................30 pts

Paper on language related topic of personal interest..................................................30 pts

Case study of a student’s language and literacy development...................................30 pts

Class attendance and participation as a discussant and active listener......................10 pts

Tentative Class Schedule and Assignments

	Date
	Topic 


	Reading
Assignment
	Related Activity

	August 27

	Course Overview

Speech Communities
	Kutz – Intro & Chapter 1
	· Tape 1, record conversational data from a non classroom setting (see page Kutz, 278). 
· Use Kutz p. 278 - 279, Studying Speech Communities to guide your analysis. 
· Bring 3 minute written transcript and initial analysis to class on September 10, final product due on September 17.

	September 3
	No Class - Labor Day

	September 10

	Language of Young Children
	Kutz – Chapter 2

Clay – Chapter 2
	· Tape 2, record the language of young children for a child less than 5 years old (see Kutz p. 279 – 280). 
· Use Kutz p. 280 - 282, Studying the Language of Young Children to guide your analysis. 
· Bring 3 minute written transcript and initial analysis to class on September 17, final product due September 24. 

	September 17

	Shared Meaning, Intentions, & Purposes
	Kutz –
Chapter 3 & 4
	· Data Collection & Analysis using Tape 1 – Select on speech act from tape 1, transcribe and analyze just that segment of your tape. 
· Use Kutz p. 282 – 283 Studying Pragmatics, to guide your analysis.

· Bring written transcript and initial analysis to class on September 24, final product due October 1.

	September 24

	Language & Communication Style
	Kutz – 
Chapters 6 & 7
	· Continue with Tape 1, using Kutz Chap. 6 p. 286, part A & Chap. 7 p. 287, parts A & B.
·  Be prepared to discuss your initial analysis in class on September 21, final product due October 5. 

	October 1

	Classroom Discourse
	Kutz – 
Chapters 8 & 9


	· Tape 3, studying classroom discourse, using Kutz p. 290 & 291 A & B as a guide record, observe, and analyze talk in a classroom setting. 
· Bring notes and initial analysis to class for discussion. 

	October 8
	No Class - Fall Break

	October 15
	Classroom Discourse Continued
	Clay – Chapter 3 & 4


	· Continued analysis of classroom discourse using materials from class discussion. Final product due October 22

· Read a minimum of 3 articles or book chapters referenced by Kutz or Clay on a language related topic of personal  interest

· Write a paper (using APA Standards) synthesizing your understanding of the key ideas from the language related articles you read as related to your own teaching to be submitted November 2
· Locate a child between the ages of 5 and 7 for a language and literacy case study. Contact instructor via email with info about the child you have selected or if you need assistance locating a child

	October 22


	From Language to Literacy 
	Clay Chapters 1 & 5
	· Compare and contrast conversational and classroom discourse, Overview #2 p. 293.

· Compiled data and analysis of discourse analysis due October 29th. 

	October 29

	A Theory of Literacy Learning
	Review

Clay - Chapters 1 – 5
Kutz – Chapter 10
	· Case Study - Spend 30 minutes talking with your child, summarize the child’s language and discourse style

	November 5

	Continued from Another Perspective
	Chall  - Handout
	· Case Study - Spend 30 observing in your child’s classroom, summarize the classroom discourse patterns in relation to your child

	November 12

	What you learn from reading with a child
	Clay - Chapters 9 & 10
	· Case Study - Spend an hour over the next two weeks reading to and with your child, and having the child read to you, summarize the child’s reading behavior in each situation

	November 19
	Reading behaviors as signs of inner control
	Kutz – Chapter 11

Clay – Chapter 11 
	· Case Study - Based on your observations, what does the child control in the reading process? 

	November 26
	Control of visual perception
	Clay – Chapter 12
	· Collect 3 writing samples from your child. What features of print does your child control? How can the child’s reading and writing be linked?

	December 3
	Processing Strategies
	Clay – Chapter 13 & 14
	· Case Study - Listen to and document your child reading text at his/her instructional level one final time. Analyze the reading for examples of strategies the child used to solve problems when reading. 

· Case Study - Compile the data you have collected for your child beginning with your language examples. Organize the information, using the format provided, into a case study of the child’s language and literacy development

	December 10
Final Exam Schedule 

7:00 to 10:00
	Presentation of Case Studies
	
	· Present your child to a small group of your colleagues, using concrete examples of reading and writing that exemplify his/her understanding of literacy and submit your case study including references that link your theory and analysis to the examples offered (Using APA Standards).


Adjustments in the schedule may be made during the course of the semester if needed.
Disability Statement 

If you are a person with a disability and anticipate needing accommodations of any type in order to participate in this class, you must notify Disability Services (Westside Hall, 962-7555), provide the necessary documentation of the disability, and arrange for the appropriate authorized accommodations. Once these accommodations are approved, please identify yourself to the instructor in order that we can implement these accommodations.

Cell Phone Policy

Cell phones should generally not be seen or heard in class. If you are experiencing an emergency that requires an incoming cell phone call, please advise the instructor prior to class, put the phone out on the table on vibrate mode, and leave the classroom should you receive an incoming call.

Attendance Policy

Attending class is a part of the overall learning experience. However, it is also not appropriate to attend class if you have a contagious illness. Please use good judgment regarding class attendance, class tardiness. Coming in late or leaving early is not attending class in its true sense. More than two absences or tardies (or leaving class early) will have a negative impact on your grade.
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