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Required Text
Tunnell, Michael & Jacobs, James, 2008. Children’s Literature, Briefly, Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Merrill Prentice Hall.
Course Description
The selection and evaluation of literature for elementary school children, including books and media. Includes exploration of multi-cultural themes and traditions through literature, and strategies for integrating literature, music, and movement into elementary curriculum. 

Course Purposes
As a result of this class, each student should:

· Be an avid reader of children’s literature.

· Know the elements of the different genres of children’s literature and how to use them to support learning across the curriculum.

· Have a working knowledge of authors of children’s literature.

· Be able to effectively introduce books to children.

· Demonstrate a variety of strategies useful in meaningfully engaging children with good literature and responding to it personally.

· Identify elements and criteria of good literature.

· Establish a meaningful annotated database of good children’s literature that he/she could use in the classroom.

· Continue growth in reaching full potential as an effective decision maker and reflective practitioner.
Learning Engagements and Assignments

1. Read the text, attend class, be prepared to discuss the text, and participate in class discussions. (15 pts.)
2. Bring the children’s literature to each class session that you have selected to read for each type of literature for use in class. (10 pts.)
3. Complete the required writing / evaluations for each type of children’s literature explored. Submissions should be typed, double spaced, and in 12 Times New Roman Font. (40 pts.)

4. In lieu of a mid-term exam complete an author study, including the reading of the author’s writing. Write an 8 to 10 page paper about your author with 4 references about the author. The paper will be written using APA standards with a reference page for both the children’s books and citations about the author for the content of the paper. Author study will also be shared in class in a shortened form over several weeks during the second half of the term. Details about the author study will be provided in class. (20 pts.)
5. In lieu of a final exam, a text set will be developed for a particular topic and grade that includes both fiction and non-fiction texts. The topic may come from the science, social studies, or character education curriculum. Both the topic and texts selected will be discussed in detail in a short paper (4 or 5 pages) using APA standards with a reference page for the children’s books and a reference to the NCSCOS used. The text set will be presented to the class during the final exam time. Details about the text set will be provided in class. (15 pts.)
Grading Policy
Grades will be based on participation, attendance, and satisfactory completion of assignments. The following point structure will be used: 92-100 = A, 84-91 = B, 72-83 = C, 65-71 = D, 64 & below = F. Children’s book evaluations will be reviewed with comments and rated either +, √, - with a point value assigned based on the overall quality of the reviews. 
Basic Class Schedule

	Dates
	Topic
	Text Readings
	Children’ s Literature Reading

	August 22 & 27 
	Why We Read

What is a Good Book?
	Chapters 
1, 2, 3
	1. Read 3 children’s books from your childhood: Review each book and your childhood remembrance of it: who read it to you, your approximate age/grade, why you remember it. Due August 29.

	August 29 & September 5  
	History of Children’s Lit
Intro to Genres 
	Chapters 
5 & 6
	1. Read and review 3 Caldecott Award/Honor books and 2 Newbery Award/Honor books. In your review discuss both the text and why you think the book is an award winner. Due September 10.

	September 10, 12, 17, 19
	Picture Books
	Chapters 
4 & 7
	1. Using the evaluation guidelines from text and class, read and evaluate 10 picture books as listed below: 

· ABC
· Counting

· Concept

· Participation 
· Wordless

· Predictable

· Beginning Reader

· Picture Storybooks

· Engineered

· Baby/Board

     Due September 26.

	September 24 & 26
	Poetry
	Chapter 8
	1. Read and evaluate 1 poetry anthology 

      and 1 single title poetry book using
      guidelines from text and class. Be 

      prepared to share a poem in class.
      Due October 1.

	October 

1 & 3 
	Traditional Fantasy


	Chapter 9
	1. Read and evaluate a text set of at least 3 traditional fantasies using guidelines from text and class. Due October 10.

	October 
10 & 15
	Modern Fantasy
	Chapter 10
	1. Read and evaluate 2 modern fantasies, one in picture book form and one in novel form using guidelines from text and class. Due October 17.

	October 

17 & 22
	Contemporary Realistic Fiction
	Chapter11

	1. Choose one category of contemporary realistic fiction and read 2 novels from the category. Read and evaluate using the guidelines from the text and class. Due October 24.

	October 
24 & 29
	Historical Fiction


	Chapter 12
	1. Choose a historical era. Read and evaluate 2 examples of historical fiction from the era using the guidelines from the text and class. Due October 31.

	October 

31

November 5
	Biographies


	Chapter 13
	1. Choose a person of interest to you. Read and evaluate 2 different types of biographies of the person using the guidelines from text and class. Due November 7. 

	November 
7 & 12
	Informational Books
	Chapter 14
	1. Choose a science or social studies topic. Read and evaluate 3 informational texts for the topic using the guidelines from the text and class.

      Due November 14.

	November 14 & 19
	Multicultural / International Books
	Chapter 15
	1. Choose a cultural group from the Multicultural Books Reading List and read 1 novel and 1 picture book to evaluate using the guidelines from the text and class. Due November 26.

	November 26 & 28
December 

3 & 5
	Teaching with Children’s Books
	Chapter 
17 & 18

Appendix A
	1.   Complete all reviews/evaluations. 

	December 12 

3:00 to 6:00
	Text Set Presentations
	Topic of Choice
	


Adjustments in the schedule may be made during the course of the semester as needed.
Disability Statement 

If you are a person with a disability and anticipate needing accommodations of any type in order to participate in this class, you must notify Disability Services (Westside Hall, 962-7555), provide the necessary documentation of the disability, and arrange for the appropriate authorized accommodations. Once these accommodations are approved, please identify yourself to the instructor in order that we can implement these accommodations.

Cell Phone Policy
Cell phones should generally not be seen or heard in class. If you are experiencing an emergency that requires an incoming cell phone call, please advise the instructor prior to class, put the phone out on the table on vibrate mode, and leave the classroom should you receive an incoming call.
Attendance Policy
Attending class is a part of the overall learning experience. However, it is also not appropriate to attend class if you have a contagious illness. Please use good judgment regarding class attendance class tardiness. Coming in late or leaving early is not attending class in its true sense. More than three absences or tardies (or leaving class early) will have a negative impact on your grade.
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