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Course Description

Prerequisite: Permission of the instructor. This course develops skills in observing, recording, and analyzing children’s reading and writing behaviors and implementing effective methods for teaching literacy to young children at- risk of reading failure. Generates understanding of theories of reading and writing processes and of reading acquisition from an emergent literacy perspective. 

Course Objectives and Outcomes

The intent of this course is to provide special training for students to help them make sensitive decisions about how to interact with the responses of the hard to teach child within a conceptual framework of literacy theory and practice. The intended outcome of this learning is the ability to teach a child how to solve some of the mysteries of the code system by his own efforts in either reading or writing.  

The student will: 

· Learn to observe and assess reading and writing behaviors of young children.

· Understand an apply principles to facilitate learning in tutorial relationships.

· Develop an understanding of reading and writing processes and patterns of literacy acquisition.

· Develop concepts and procedures for teaching and prompting the development of reading strategies.

· Understand relationships between reading and writing and learn principles and procedures for helping students become more independent writers.
· Develop initial understanding of the role of word analysis in reading and writing and learn ways to foster word analysis strategies. 

· Learn strategies and techniques to develop fluency, problem-solving strategies, and independence in reading.

· Learn to keep and analyze anecdotal records of children’s performance and progress as a basis for lesson focus and teaching decisions.

· Learn criteria for selecting and introducing books to young readers, based upon individual strengths and needs. 

· Learn to make appropriate teaching decisions to facilitate development of reading and writing strategies. 

Required Texts
Clay, M. M. (2005). Literacy lessons designed for individuals part one: Why? When? and

How. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. 

Clay, M. M. (2005). Literacy lessons designed for individuals part two: Teaching 
procedures. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. 

Optional Texts

Clay, M. M. (2002). An observation survey of early literacy achievement, 2nd Edition. 
Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

The best of the running record, Revised Edition. (1998). Columbus, OH: Reading 
Recovery Council of North America. 

Class will meet:

August 14, 15, and 22 for Observation Survey Training

August 29

September 5

September 19

September 26

October 3

October 17

October 24

October 31 

November 14

November 21

December 5
Behind the Glass sessions will be determined when children have been selected.

School visit schedule will be determined when calendars are coordinated.
Other assignments will be assigned weekly.
Course Expectations and Assignments

· Successfully complete the Observation Survey Assessment Training sessions and activities prior to the formal beginning of classes, including the submission of two Observation Survey Assessments and Summaries for review by the instructor. 
· Attendance and participation in weekly class sessions.

· Complete Observation Survey and write an Observation Summary and Prediction of Progress for all children being served in Reading Recovery. 

· Maintain a caseload of four Reading Recovery students to be instructed on a daily basis. 

· Keep appropriate, daily, weekly, and monthly records for each student and submit these records for regular review.

· Teach a minimum of 2 behind the glass lessons during the semester. Submit complete teaching records for the student behind the glass for review by the instructor.

· Observe and participate in discussions on the dark side of the glass while others teach one-on-one lessons.

· Analyze tapes, videos, and records of one’s own lessons.

· Accept responsibility for reflective analysis and take initiative to improve your own teaching of students.

· Receive a two field visits during the first semester by the trainer: one to review teaching space, schedule, and meet with site coordinator or teacher leader and one for the purpose of receiving guidance and feedback about teaching of children. 
· Complete assigned readings.

· Submit required video and audio tapes for use in class analysis and personal reflection. 

Evaluation

Grading for this course will be based on growth in learning to teach children using the following indicators: 

· Teaching performance consistent with the theory, purposes, and techniques of Reading Recovery as outlined the Clay’s Literacy Lessons Designed for Individuals One and Two.
· Teaching performance which reflects understanding and application of key concepts such as acceleration, independence, fluency, building on strengths, etc.

· Acceptance of responsibility for reflective analysis and improvements of own teaching.

· Work with parents and classroom teachers to foster support for children’s learning.

· Maintenance of a consistent schedule of thirty minute lessons including all lesson components.

· Effective organization and management of teaching materials and records.

Evidence for determining grade will come from analysis of lesson records, field and BTG observations of teaching, active participation in class discussions, and successful completion of written assignments.

