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Required Text

Vacca, J. L., Vacca, R. T., Gove, M. K., Burkey, L., Lenhart, L. A., McKeon, C. (2006). Reading and learning to read, Sixth Edition. Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon.

Course Description

Emphasis on linguistics and psychological bases of the reading process, stages in the development of reading ability, and sequences of skill acquisition. Students will study models of reading instruction for language and literacy learning, the role of the classroom teacher of reading, and forces influencing that role. A field-based activity is required. 

Co requisite: EDNL 340.

Course Purposes
As a result of this class, each student should:
· Understand reading and writing processes, including the relationship of child and language development to these processes.

· Identify, describe, and critique the principles (derived from research) and practices of meaning-centered reading education.

· Describe and critique major approaches to the teaching of reading.

· Develop and carry out plans, procedures, and materials for the teaching of reading which provide for children’s individual differences and the development of positive attitudes toward reading.

· Develop and carry out plans for informal evaluation of reading instruction.

· Develop a personal philosophy of literacy education based on the study of beliefs held by other literacy professionals and relate that philosophy to the literacy curriculum of the state of North Carolina. 

· Learn how to utilize literature in a balanced program, thereby increasing knowledge of children’s literature and incorporating a print-rich environment.

· Facilitate professional growth by developing increased ownership and responsibility and by developing collaborative and collegial relationships with peers.

Learning Engagements and Assignments
· In order to benefit most from class sessions, complete all assigned readings by the first date on the schedule for the topic. Come to class prepared to discuss the readings and participate actively. 
· Complete assignments for each class topic in a timely manner. Submit for review on dates indicated on schedule.

· Tutor a child in the Ed Lab for 20 hours. Permission of the EDN 340 instructor is required to tutor outside the Ed Lab. Incorporate required class assignments into tutoring sessions and draw from tutoring experience to provide class examples during class discussion. EDNL 340 is a co requisite for this course and correlates directly with EDN 340.

· Develop a profile for the child you tutor to guide tutoring by learning and applying procedures for doing systematic observational assessments of reading and writing with your tutee.

· Video tape one 15 minute segment of a tutoring session between October 22 and November 20 to be used for analysis at exam time on December 10.

· Collaborate with partners or groups to complete projects that involve evaluating, presenting, and developing instructional materials (including technology), plans, and activities. 

Evaluation and Grade Assignment
Grades are qualitative and quantitative reflections of performance, understanding of course concepts, timeliness, and completeness. The following point structure will be used: 92-100 = A, 84-91 = B, 72-83 = C, 65-71 = D, & below = F. Student grades will be based on performance in the areas below:

· Class attendance and active participation in learning engagements…18 Pts

· Mid term, Conference with Instructor, Final Exam, Video Analysis...40 Pts

· Topic Assignments (3 pts. Each).……………………………………42 Pts

Basic Class Schedule

	Date
	Class Topics
	Basic Readings
	 Assignments 

	January 9

	Course and Text Introduction
	
	

	January 14 & 23
	Knowledge and Personal Beliefs about Literacy
	Vacca & Vacca 

Chapter 1


	· Complete activity from Figure 1.1. Write a Reading Autobiography. Use Page 29, #2 for guidance. Due January 28
· Complete PES from WSE website. Hand in a hard copy along with 3 learning goals you have set for this course. Due January 30

	January 28 & 30
	Approaches to Reading Instruction
	Vacca & Vacca 

Chapter 2 & 15

	· Complete Box 2.1, page 36-37.

· Complete and score TORP (Appendix B) to determine your personal theoretical orientation. 

· Write a 1 page statement of your theory of literacy using information from items one and two and any other relevant experiences. Attach first 2 bullets to theory statement. Due February 4


	February 4 & 6

	Early Literacy: From Birth to School
	Vacca & Vacca 

Chapter 3 


	· Spend 30 minutes kid watching in the location of your choice. Write a 1 page reflection using questions from Box 3.1, page 63. Also use Page 88, #2 for guidance. Due February 11

	February 11 & 13
	Inviting Beginners into the Literacy Club
	Vacca & Vacca 

Chapter 4


	· In class, work with classmates to develop and present a big book lesson for beginning readers using the guidelines from Figure 4.2, pages 101 & 102. Due February 18

	February 18, 20, 25

	Assessing Reading Performance
	Vacca & Vacca 

Chapter 5


	· Complete an IRI, Miscue Analysis, or Running Record, pages 143-155, with your tutee. Write a 1 page analysis within your student profile of your tutee. Both due by February 29
· Mid-term exam and conference with instructor. Take home exam will be due February 29. Conferences will be scheduled between February 25 & 29


	February 27 & March 10
	Word Identification


	Vacca & Vacca Chapter 6


	· Select and use an appropriate word identification strategy from Chapter 6 for your tutee. Use the strategy in a tutoring session. Write a 1 page analysis of the strategy using questions from page 217 #7 as a guide. Attach lesson plan. Due March 17

	March 12 & 17
	Reading Fluency
	Vacca & Vacca

Chapter 7


	· Select an appropriate fluency strategy from Chapter 7 for your tutee. Use the strategy in a tutoring session. Write a 1 page analysis of the strategy and its use. Attach lesson plan. Due March 24

	March 19 & 24

	Vocabulary Knowledge and Concept Development


	Vacca & Vacca

Chapter 8
	· Plan a tutoring session for you tutee that includes a hands-on activity. Include in your plan an accompanying vocabulary development experience to learn the language associated with the activity. Use Chapter 8 for suggestions. Write a 1 page analysis of the activity and the vocabulary and concepts developed using questions from page 284 #1 as a guide. Attach lesson plan. Due March 31

	March 26 & 31

	Reading

Comprehension


	Vacca & Vacca

Chapter 9
	· Select an appropriate comprehension teaching strategy for your tutee from Chapter 9. Use the strategy in a tutoring session. Write a 1 page analysis of the strategy and its use. Attach lesson plan. Due April 7

	April 2 & 7

	Reading and Writing Connections


	Vacca & Vacca Chapter 11 


	· Complete #1, page 400 about your experiences as a writer.

· Complete #3, page 401 with your tutee. Write a 1 page description/ analysis about the experience. Attach lesson plan. 

      Both due April 14

	April 9 & 14

	Making the Transition to Content Area Texts
	Vacca & Vacca

Chapter 14
	· Select and use a content area strategy with non-fiction text from Chapter 14 with your tutee. Write a 1 page analysis of the strategy you selected. Attach lesson plan. Due April 21

	April 16 & 21

	Bringing Children and Literature Together
	Chapter 12
	· Compile a list of the books and other reading materials you have used with your tutee. Organized the reading into categories: Read Aloud, Shared Reading, and Independent Reading. Due 

April 28


	April 23 & 28
	Using Basal Readers and  Instructional Materials


	Vacca & Vacca

Chapter 13
	· Evaluate a basal reader from the CMC using the suggestions on pages 468-470. Write a 1 page analysis / reflection of the published materials reviewed. Due April 30
· Working with people in class, complete #2, page 473. 

	April 30 11:30 -2:30
	Exam for Chapters 6 to 14 of text and class discussions
	
	· Take home exam due.

· Small group viewing of a 5 minute segment of  tutoring videos using protocol
· Write an analysis of your video including your own analysis and the input from your classmates using the protocol provided. Turn in protocol and analysis at 2:30.


Adjustments in the schedule may be made during the course of the semester as needed. 
Disability Statement 

If you are a person with a disability and anticipate needing accommodations of any type in order to participate in this class, you must notify Disability Services (Westside Hall, 962-7555), provide the necessary documentation of the disability, and arrange for the appropriate authorized accommodations. Once these accommodations are approved, please identify yourself to the instructor in order that we can implement these accommodations.
Cell Phone Policy
Cell phones should generally not be seen or heard in class. If you are experiencing an emergency that requires an incoming cell phone call, please advise the instructor prior to class, put the phone out on the table on vibrate mode, and leave the classroom should you receive an incoming call.

Attendance Policy
Attending class and participating actively is an integral part of the overall learning experience. However, it is also not appropriate to attend class if you have a contagious illness. Please use good judgment regarding class attendance / class tardiness. Coming in late or leaving early or writing tutoring plans during class is not attending class in its true sense. You are responsible for documenting attendance on your file card provided by the instructor. More than three absences or tardies (or leaving class early) will have a negative impact on your grade. 
Communication
Note that your UNCW email account is the official form of communication for the university. Monitor your university email account regularly for information or changes regarding this class. The instructor monitors email regularly for communication with students.
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