Job Type: Full-time, Paid, AmeriCorps Internship

Job Title: Watershed Research Assistant - GIS

Start Date: June 1, 2009                      End Date: May 31, 2010

Job Description: The hired Student Conservation Association intern will
assist New York City Department of Environmental Protection’s Stream
Management Program and partnering agencies in collecting and managing
their stream resource information.  The program uses a GIS based stream
data management system to integrate field survey data from spreadsheets,
database files and GPS databases and enable users to produce reports and
graphs from the results of data analysis. Initial work will include task
specific training in the data management system and GIS, compilation of
recent and historic stream survey data, processing of new stream survey
data, cataloguing photos and other digital files into a usable system
for analysis, reporting and presentation.  Field-based work will include
site visits, photo monitoring and documentation of stream conditions, as
well as participating in stream feature inventories, and other advanced
condition assessment surveys.   The Student Conservation Association
administers this position and hired members may need to assist with
infrequent service projects.  

Agency/Program Description: New York City Department of Environmental
Protection (NYCDEP) is charged with protecting the watersheds that host
the NYC drinking water supply.  The NYCDEP Stream Management Program
focuses its efforts in Catskill mountain watersheds that deliver 90% of
the water supply.  In support of the City’s mandate to deliver high
quality water to its residents, the Stream Management Program and its
partners construct stream stability restoration projects to minimize
suspended sediment input into the water supply reservoirs.  These
restoration projects also aim to achieve multiple goals, such as
property protection and habitat improvement, in order to engage a wide
range of local and regional stakeholders.  With several projects in
place, the NYCDEP and its partners must evaluate the effectiveness of
these projects in meeting various goals, and adjust assessment and
restoration methods accordingly.  To increase the effectiveness of
restoration projects and expand project implementation opportunities,
the NYCDEP must incorporate new technologies to address the wide range
of restoration needs for stream banks and channels as well as riparian
and wetland areas, in a variety of settings.  

Major: Computer Science, Geographic Information Systems, Environmental
Engineering, Water Resource Management, Geomorphology, Geology,
Hydrology or similar field

Degree required: BA/BS/MS

Fields of interest: Computer Science, Geographic Information Systems,
Environmental Science, Watershed Management

Other information/requirements: Previous experience with GIS and GPS
technology and spreadsheet and database applications.  Ability to work
in mountain streams, good communication and writing skills.  Personal
transportation is necessary.  Desired: ArcGIS/Arcview , Crystal Reports,
Access, AutoCad, and surveying training/experience.

Contact: Phil Eskeli

Title: Project Manager

Phone: 845-340-7853

Email: peskeli@dep.nyc.gov 

Fax: 845-338-1260

Address: 71 Smith Ave., Kingston, NY, 12401

Salary: Student Conservation Association living allowance ($160/wk),
commuting allowance ($35/wk), rent stipend ($500/month) and AmeriCorps
education award ($4750 end of term)
Job Location: Kingston, NY and Catskill/Delaware Watershed

How to apply: Send, email, fax resume and cover letter
