Visual Discovery
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Visual Discovery activities turn the passive viewing of images into a dynamic participative event.  Students view, touch, interpret, and bring to life compelling visuals as they discover key social studies concepts.

Steps:

1. Arrange your classroom so projected images will be large and clear.

2. Use a few powerful images to represent a lesson’s key concepts. (3 images per 60 minutes.)

a. Images should clearly convey concepts you are teaching

b. Images should show emotion, drama, or human interaction

c. Images should have abundant details that are connected to the reading.

3. Ask carefully sequenced questions that lead to discovery.

a. The first question should always be “What do you see in this image?”

b. To increase interaction, ask pairs to discuss.

c. Proceed to higher order questions.

Use MAGIC PAPER to focus students’ attention on a specific past of a projected image.  Use a large stiff piece of white paper about 20 inches in front of the image.

4. Challenge students to read about the image and apply what they learn.

5. Have students interact with the images to demonstrate what they have learned. (Simulation/act it out.)

