Important Information from the NC Social Studies Conference
1.  FREE SOCIAL STUDIES UNITS

Thousands of wonderful integrated units are available online from Dr. Roger Taylor.  (He is a nationally known teacher and presenter who works with teachers all over the country to develop fantastic units integrating social studies with science, the arts, music, and literature.)  He gave everyone in his session at the conference FREE use to download and copy any of the units until 3-10-05.  I am in the process of downloading some of them.  I am passing along to you the user ID and password to use if you want to go ahead and get some of these before 3-10-05.
Website:
www.rogertaylor.com  
User ID:
 hilltop5

Password:
 5501

Remember the FREE use of the site expires on March 10!

Additional Websites recommended by Dr. Taylor:

	Websites for Songs
	www.winmx.com
	www.songsforteaching.com 

	Free Timelines
	www.hyperhistory.com/online_n2/History_n2/a.html 
	

	
	www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/timeline/timeline.cfm 
	

	Database of Children’s Literature
	www.dawcl.com 
	

	Websites for films
	www.unitedstreaming.com
	www.digitalcurriculum.com 

	Website for poetry
	www.gigglepoetry.com 
	


2.  Geography:
  I received a book entitled A Collection of Ideas for Teaching Geography.  It has lots of activities and lesson plans.  Anyone may borrow it from me and make copies of anything out of this book.

(I have an activity using US State License Plates and State Quarters probably suitable for 5th graders.)
Website for geography activities using state license plates and state quarters:

www.plateshack.com/platelist.html 

www.usmint.gov/mint_programs/index.cfm?action=50_state_quarters_program
3.  FREE ONLINE TEXTBOOK--- Living in Our World

For those of you interested in grades 4, 5, 6, or 7 or are doing your field experience in grades 4, 5, or 6 I found out there is a FREE online TEXTBOOK for your use.  It was written especially for the NC Standard Course of study by NC teachers NC State University owns the rights and has made it FREE to teachers, parents, and all North Carolinians!  It has all the readings, work sheets, and tests included.

Find it at

www.chass.ncsu.edu/livinginourworld  
4.  Political Science/Civics:

I received a book  We the People:  the Citizen and the Constitution (looks like 5th grade level)
Good activities for teaching political science/government/civics concepts--
Again, I’ll be glad for anyone to use/copy anything from it.
5.  Social Studies Lessons incorporating pictures, photos, visuals, simulations:

I attended a great session and was given a book Social Studies Alive! Engaging Diverse Learners in the Elementary Classroom.  It has wonderful sample lesson plans for grades K – 5.  Again, I’ll be glad for anyone to use/copy anything from it.

6.  Economics Lessons using Children’s Literature

I attended a session showing how to use various children’s lit to teach economics concepts.  The handout lists specific books to use.  I’ll be glad for anyone to use my handouts!

