
Item
One-factor solution
Two-factor solution
I may be wrong about some of the little things in life, but I am quite certain I am right about the big issues
—
—
Someday I will probably think that many of my present ideas were wrong. (–)
—
—
Anyone who is honestly and truly seeking the truth will end up believing what I believe.
.45
.54
There are so many things we have not discovered yet, nobody should be absolutely
.63
.67
certain his beliefs are right. (–)


The things I believe in are so completely true, I could never doubt them.
.64
.72
I have never discovered a system of beliefs that explains everything to my satisfaction. (–)
.60
.65
It is best to be open to all possibilities and ready to reevaluate all your beliefs. (–)
.62
.64
My opinions are right and will stand the test of time.
.57
.63
Flexibility is a real virtue in thinking, since you may well be wrong. (–)
.52
.52
My opinions and beliefs fit together perfectly to make a crystal-clear “picture” of things.
.49
.55
There are no discoveries or facts that could possibly make me change my mind about
.58
.62
the things that matter most in life.



I am a long way from reaching final conclusions about the central issues in life. (–)
.70
.77
The person who is absolutely certain she has the truth will probably never find it. (–)
.44
.50
I am absolutely certain that my ideas about the fundamental issues in life are correct.
.57
.59
The people who disagree with me may well turn out to be right. (–)
.69
.70
I am so sure I am right about the important things in life, there is no evidence that
71
.74
could convince me otherwise.
.

If you are “open-minded” about the most important things in life, you will probably
.51
.52
reach the wrong conclusions.
Twenty years from now, some of my opinions about the important things in life will


probably have changed. (–)
.66
.70
“Flexibility in thinking” is another name for being “wishy-washy.”
.52
.54
No one knows all the essential truths about the central issues in life. (–)
.54
.54
Someday I will probably realize my present ideas about the BIG issues are wrong. (–)
.52
.54
People who disagree with me are just plain wrong and often evil as well.
.42
.47


TABLE 3. One- and Two-Factor Solutions for the DOG Scale (B. Altemeyer, 2002; Standardized Factor Loadings)

right about all the BIG issues.

Note. The first two items are considered table-setters and thus are not included in the scoring of the measure (see Altemeyer, for scoring). Negative item valences are denoted in parentheses as (–). For the two-factor solution, item valences also indicate the valence factors onto which the items were loaded.
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I may be wrong about some of the little things in life, but I am quite certain I am right about the big issues

Someday I will probably think that many of my present ideas were wrong.

Anyone who is honestly and truly seeking the truth will end up believing what I believe.

	There are so many things we have not discovered yet, nobody should be absolutely

	certain his beliefs are right. 





The things I believe in are so completely true, I could never doubt them.

I have never discovered a system of beliefs that explains everything to my satisfaction.

It is best to be open to all possibilities and ready to reevaluate all your beliefs.

My opinions are right and will stand the test of time.

Flexibility is a real virtue in thinking, since you may well be wrong.

My opinions and beliefs fit together perfectly to make a crystal-clear “picture” of things.

	There are no discoveries or facts that could possibly make me change my mind about

	the things that matter most in life.



I am a long way from reaching final conclusions about the central issues in life.

The person who is absolutely certain she has the truth will probably never find it.

I am absolutely certain that my ideas about the fundamental issues in life are correct.

The people who disagree with me may well turn out to be right.

	I am so sure I am right about the important things in life, there is no evidence that

	could convince me otherwise.



If you are “open-minded” about the most important things in life, you will probably reach the wrong conclusions

Twenty years from now, some of my opinions about the important things in life will probably have changed.
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APPENDIX
Items Measuring Reactions to Individuals and Groups Who Hold
Worldview-Incongruent Beliefs and Values
Aggression items
I tend to become argumentative towards people who express views that challenge my
deeply held beliefs and values—no matter how “nicely” those views are expressed.
I could care less about treating people with respect when it is clear that we hold
fundamentally different beliefs and values.
Given the right circumstances, I would use gladly use physical aggression against
any person or group whose expressed opinions run contrary to my most cherished
beliefs and values.
I believe that aggression (e.g., verbal or physical) is the only way of dealing with
people whose beliefs and values differ strongly from mine.
In general, the only way to rid the world of bad ideas is through the use of force.
Threat items
It makes me nervous to hear people or groups voice opinions that challenge my
deeply held beliefs and values.
I feel threatened by people or groups that hold beliefs and values that are very different
from mine.
It bothers me that other people or groups have come to conclusions about the
world that run contrary to mine.
Need to persuade items
I do NOT feel the need to persuade people to adopt my most cherished beliefs
and values. (reverse)
In a way, I have dedicated my life to persuading people to beliefs and values that
I hold dear.
General intolerance items
I could never be friends with a person who holds views that are contrary to my
most cherished values and beliefs.
I would be willing to learn more about a group whose expressed opinions appear
to contradict my most cherished beliefs and values. (reverse)
I could never “politely disagree” with someone whose opinions challenge my
most cherished beliefs and values.
I believe that best way of dealing with people whose beliefs and values differ
strongly from mine is through kindness and compassion. (reverse)
I would be willing to “seek common ground” with a person or group whose
expressed opinions run contrary to my most cherished beliefs and values. (reverse)
It is important to me that the people closest to me hold beliefs and values that are
similar to mine.
I would “disown” a friend or family member if I found out that he/she held views
that challenged my deeply held beliefs and values.
It is NOT important to me that groups holding different beliefs and values adopt
the same views that I hold. (reverse)
