PRESENTING  RESULTS

Some general guidelines

. for purposes of organization usually present the most basic results first. This means describe the results for your major variables of interest.


. How many subjects were analyzed?



. were subjects excluded? If so what were the justifications?



. were subjects lost?  Any possible logic?

. other aspects of the subject sample that were not described in  “Subjects” section.


. Describe measures of most relevant variables (or in some cases all variables)



. measures depending on the scale of data include means, modes etc..



. if reporting means, always provide a measure of variability. Typically




the standard deviation or SEM.

. More complex questions then concern your attempts to answer questions about relationships between your variables or effects (or differences) of a manipulation.

. Describe the statistical question of relevance; describe the logic of the statistical test applied to that question.

. provide the numerical value of the stat outcome (e.g.…r=, t= F= etc…)

. provide the degrees of freedom associated with the test.

.provide a statement (including a numerical statement…p=) about the significance of the outcome.

.if necessary state the direction of the outcome

. Example:  Since both self-rated confidence in recall memory and recall accuracy were measured as continuous scales of measure, the relationship between these variables was assessed using a Pearson’s product-moment analysis. The results showed a strong inverse relationship existed between these variables ( r = -0.733 (df=55) p < 0.05)

.Figures or tables may be used at any point in results to refer to complex data sets or meaningful outcomes. Figures or tables are described in your book and in lecture.  Figures should be referred to in the text account of the results, but should be able to “stand alone.” The reader should be able to look at these without reference to the text and “get it.”

