UNCW Watson School of Education

Department of Specialty Studies

M. Ed. Secondary Guidelines for Portfolio
Requirement: Students earning the M.Ed. in Secondary Education must complete a culminating product/portfolio as part of EDN 579:Instructional Leadership in Secondary Schools. The portfolio should provide evidence that students a) have synthesized the learning from graduate courses, and b) are able to demonstrate proficiency in meeting professional standards such as the M.Ed. Program Standards, the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS) or the national standards of other learned societies (i.e. NCTM, NCTE, NCSS, NSTA). 

Guidelines: Following is the table of contents for your M. Ed. portfolio.  Part I includes a letter to the reader of no more than three pages.  Part II lists the specific categories for the evidence you will include in your portfolio.  These categories are based on the M.Ed. program standards, the NBPTS standards or the national professional standards in your subject area.  Part III includes evidence gathered from your Program of Study (the education courses and the content courses that you have completed for your M.Ed.).  

I.  Letter to the reader (3 pages maximum).  The letter to the reader should:

1. discuss the professional goals you had when you entered the program and the extent to which they were achieved.

2. explain how the degree program has helped you grow professionally.

3. reflect upon your ability to work effectively with colleagues, students, parents and the community.

4. summarize your understanding of the implications that professional standards have on your teaching practice.

5. write a 3-4 sentence abstract from the full justification you present at each entry, describing how the evidence presented in the portfolio meets the M.Ed. program standards, the NBPTS standards or the national standards in your content area.  This section should not be thought of as a separate part of your letter.  We encourage you to integrate your entry justifications as part the sections above.

II. Categories of Evidence of Meeting Program, NBPTS or National Professional Standards


In developing your portfolio, you will choose evidence that best represents your work in your program of study.  The portfolio should include a minimum of 6 and a maximum of 8 artifacts.  You will organize your portfolio based on the 6-8 artifacts and align each artifact with either the M.Ed. program standards from the program description, the NBPTS standards or the national standards in your content area.  At the beginning of each entry you should include a 1-2 page full justification for the evidence, including: 

1) a description of the entry

2) a specific rationale for how you believe the entry meets the standards you have chosen and include the indicators as appropriate that fit this entry 

3) a reflection that includes what you learned from the process of preparing this entry to be part of your portfolio.  Note: your justifications should describe the one-three standards that the entry best demonstrates evidence of rather than justifying an entry meeting several standards. Your EDN 579 instructor will work with you to determine the specific rubric for your portfolio and to identify items that might be included: 

	M. Ed. Course s Taken
	Probable Portfolio Entries
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At least three entries must come from subject area courses (i.e. math, science English)



	


III. Inclusion of Subject Area Coursework And Technology Competencies

1. In order for the influence of the academic work in the subject area to be assessed, a minimum of 3 portfolio artifacts must come from subject area course work. 

2. At least one artifact must demonstrate the ability to meet advanced technology competencies.  This technology artifact does not replace artifacts from professional courses or from academic subject areas.  Instead, it shows how you have infused technology in your teaching.

IV. Committee Process and Defense of the Portfolio


During EDN 579, students will write a proposal statement that describes the intended contents of the portfolio.  In this proposal statement, the student will select the Secondary Program faculty member who will chair the Portfolio Committee.  The student and the faculty chair will meet to approve the portfolio proposal, to plan a timeline for the completion and defense of the portfolio, and to choose the other two members of the committee.  One of the remaining two committee members must be a tenure-track Watson School of Education faculty member.  The remaining committee member may be a faculty member from the Watson School of Education or another UNCW department.

For more information, please contact David Gill gilld@uncw.edu or John Fischetti, fischettij@uncw.edu.
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