PAR 115 Introduction to Ethics
Guidelines on Applying the Ethical Theories in your Opinion Papers

1.  If you use Aristotle’s Virtue Ethics, start by identifying the relevant action or emotion.  Then, name or describe what would be the vice of excess (too much) and the vice of deficiency (too little) of that action or emotion.  Finally, name or describe the mean between these two vices.  You should conclude by explaining that this is the virtue Aristotle would recommend in the situation.

2. If you use Mill’s Utilitarian Theory, start by identifying the relevant action.  Then, make a list of good consequences and bad consequences of that action.  Be sure to include everyone who would be affected by the action.  Finally, decide which consequence(s) is (are) most important.  Conclude by explaining whether the action is right or wrong based on the consequence(s) you have chosen as most important.
3. If you use Kantian Theory, you must use the Principle of Humanity.  First, state the principle.  Then, explain how a person is (or persons are) being treated in the situation: as a means only or as an end, with information and choice. You should conclude by stating what the relevant duty would be, based on this principle.
4. If you use the Ethics of Care, begin by identifying some emotions that would be relevant in the situation.  Then you must discuss a special relationship and the particular responsibilities this relationship involves.  Conclude by explaining what the Ethics of Care would recommend, based on these emotions, relationships, and responsibilities.
