PAR 115
Introduction to Ethics
ASSISTED SUICIDE INTERVIEW AND OPINION PAPER
Due: Thursday March 22
For this paper, you will interview two people about their opinions on the legalization of assisted suicide.

Begin by reading the following description of assisted suicide as it is legal in Oregon and Washington.

“Assisted suicide occurs when a physician provides a patient with the means for the patient to take his or her own life.  In states where this is legal physicians are permitted to write a prescription for a lethal medication.  The patient can then fill the prescription and take the medication to end his or her own life.  This is allowed only for patients who are expected to die from a terminal illness within six months and when the patient’s request is both voluntary and informed.”

After reading this description, ask the person you are interviewing if he or she thinks this should be legal.  Also ask the person to explain why or why not.

Be sure to take notes of your interviews.  

For your paper, summarize the opinions and reasons of the people you interviewed.  That should be about one page.  Then, for the second page, give your own view about legalizing assisted suicide, with your reason, and support your opinion with one ethical theory.  
Also, be prepared to share the results of your interviews with the class.

