Best Books On Other Themes

	Title
	Author
	Illustrator
	Publisher
	Date of Publication
	Reading Level
	Appropriateness
	Summary
	Concerns
	Uses
	Theme

	Allison

	Allen Say
	Allen Say
	Houghton Mifflin Co.
	1997
	2-3
	Not given
	Allison begins to wonder why she doesn’t look like her parents. In this story a preschool age girl comes to realize and deal with the feelings involved with being adopted.
	If using this text with a student you know was adopted check that their parents have informed and discussed their adoption with them.


	Address the importance of adoption. Explain what adoption is. Connect with previous lessons on families and the ways that all of us have different types of families. 

	Adoption



	Now One Foot, Now the Other 


	Tomie de Paola
	Tomie de Paola
	The Trumpet Club
	1981
	Not given
	Not given
	This is a story of a young boy and his grandfather and how their roles changed after the grandfather gets sick.


	Not given
	Not given
	Aging

	Now One Foot, Now the Other


	De Paola, Tomie
	De Paola
	GP Putnam’s Son
	1980
	2nd grade
	1st grade and above
	When Bobby’s grandfather suffers a stroke, Bobby teaches him to walk, just as his grandfather once taught him.

	Students may need to be explained what happens when someone has a stroke because this may be a frightening topic.


	This book can be used when teaching about the life cycle and aging.
	Aging

	The Old Woman Who Named Things

	Rylant, Cynthia
	Brown, Kathryn
	Harcourt Brace & Company
	1996
	2nd grade
	1st grade and above
	An old woman who has outlived all her friends, names things in her house that she knows she won’t outlive. She develops a relationship with a puppy who she is afraid to name.

	none
	Students can learn about the process of aging and the idea of loneliness.


	Aging

	Wilfird Gordon McDonald Partridge 


	Mem Fox
	Julie Vivas
	Publisher Kane/Miller Book Publishers
	1985


	Not given
	Not given
	When his parents tell him his friend, Miss Nancy, has lost her memories, Wilfird sets out to find them for her.


	Not given
	Not given
	Aging

	Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Patridge


	Fox, Mem
	Vivas, Julie
	Kane Miller Book Publishers
	Not given
	2nd grade
	K and above
	An old woman who has lost her memory shares her important thoughts and memories with a young neighbor.


	Students may not understand that it is possible for the elderly to lose their memory and this could be frightening to young students.


	This book can help students who have grandparents or relatives who are losing their memory. This story can also be used as a starting place for students to write about their own memories.
	Aging

	Young Adult Library Services
	American Library Association 
	Not given
	http://www.ala .org/yalsa.

template.cfm

?Section+yalsa
	Not given
	9-12
	9-12
	The American Library Associations various booklists and awards archives are ideal in helping students self-select books.
	Not given
	Not given
	All

	Junie B. Jones and the Stupid Smelly Bus


	Barbara Park
	Denise Brunkus
	Random House
	1992
	1st-3rd Grade
	Not given
	Junie B. Jones is in Kindergarten in this story.  She is very nervous about her first day and is extremely scared of the school bus mainly because of the people on it.  At the end of the day, Junie manages to get in the back of the line so that she can sneak away, not get on the bus, and hide in the school.


	Junie is a feisty main character who often misbehaves but the outcomes of the story are always positive.


	Arrange students in a circle.  Using a pre-programmed beach ball, have a “ball pass”.  If you do not have a “reading beach ball” get a plastic beach ball and write the following questions in the panels.  What is the title?  Who is the author?  Who are the main characters?  List 3 main events.  What is the setting?  What is your favorite event?  How would you describe the main character?  You may use any other questions that are relevant.  Start by saying a student’s name.  Gently pass the ball to that student.  When the student catches the ball, have the read aloud and answer the question that is under their right thumb.  When finished, they choose a student’s name to call and repeat.


	being new somewhere/ new experiences

	Ruby the Copycat


	Peggy Rathmann
	Peggy Rathmann


	Scholastic Inc.
	1991
	2nd Grade


	K-5
	It’s hard being the new student in the class.  Ruby finds it easy to copy everything another classmate does.


	Be careful about pointing fingers at a particular child.
	Not given
	being yourself, new student

	Hooway for Wodney Wat
	Helen Lester
	Lynn Munsinger
	Houghton Mifflin
	1999


	Grades 2-5
	PreK - 5
	All his classmates make fun of Rodney because he can't pronounce his name, but it is Rodney's speech impediment that drives away the class bully


	Not given
	Have students brainstorm other things that bullies might do.  Have students write their own story about a bully.
	Bullying

	The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe


	C. S. Lewis
	Pauline Baynes
	Scholastic Inc.
	1950
	6.1
	10 and up Ages
	Four English schoolchildren find their way through the back of a wardrobe into the magic land of Narnia and assist Aslan, the golden lion, to triumph over the White Witch, who has cursed the land with eternal winter.


	Includes subject of magic.


	Introduce classics and the genre of fantasy, and improve skills of story elements, compare/contrast, and making inferences.  


	Character/Virtues (Courage & Survival, Equity & Justice), Popular Culture (UFOs, Ghosts & Other Phenomena)



	Grandfather’s Journey


	Allen Say
	Allen Say 
	Walter Lorraine
	1993
	2nd-4th Grade (Picture book)
	Not given
	“A Japanese American man recounts his grandfather’s journey to America which he later also undertakes, and the feelings of being torn by a love for two different countries.”


	This story may be challenging due to the cultural differences.


	Geography – Europe, Japan, Pacific Ocean; Cultures – Japanese and American; History – war

This would be an awesome book to use when introducing the concept cause and effect.  In groups, have the students create a chart showing the effect of each of Grandfather’s choices.  Discuss how the moves Grandfather made effected him.


	choices (this could lend itself to a discussion on divorce and the feeling of being torn between two parents as grandfather was torn between two lands)

	The Carrot Seed
	Ruth Krauss

	Crockett Johnson
	Harper and Row, Publishers
	1945
	1st Grade


	K-up
	No one believed a little boy’s carrot seed would grow.  He watered and waited while everyone else gave up.  
	None found


	Not given
	determination, never giving up

	Salt in His Shoes


	Deloris Jordan with Roslyn M. Jordan
	Kadir Nelson
	Simon and Schuster
	2000
	2nd-3rd Grade


	Not given
	This is a story about Michael Jordan written by his mother.  It explains how Michael had to struggle to play basketball when he was younger because he was small and not as good as the other boys.  Through Michael’s determination, coupled with prayers, he became the basketball superstar that he is.   


	This story has some religious undertones.
	Sketch-to-Stretch – Before 

reading the story, ask the class if anyone has read this book and discuss visualization.  If they have, ask them not to share with the class what they know about it.  Don’t reveal to the class that the story is about Michael Jordan.  Read aloud the story but leave out the last page.  Afterwards have the students sketch the main idea(s) from the story, including the main character.  On the back of their drawing have them write about the story’s main idea(s).  When all students are finished, read the last page.  Discuss with the students how their drawings may have differed if they had known whom the story was about.


	determination/perseverance

	My Brother Sammy


	Becky Edwards and David Armitage
	Not given
	Millbrook Press
	1999
	Ages 5 to 8


	Not given
	Everyone recognizes Sammy, the special kid, the kid who knocks down towers and who lies on the grass and stares at the sky.  But do you recognize his brother?  Sammy’s brother tells his story about how he feels about having a brother with autism, and about wishing sometimes that Sammy weren’t special. Then in a time when Sammy was especially trying, he says something that makes his brother feel special too.  


	Not given
	2002 Dolly Gray Award Winner-Appropriate portrayal of individuals with disabilities 


	Disabilities



	Susan Laughs


	Jeanne Willis
	Tony Ross
	Henry Holt & Company
	2000
	Ages 4 to 7


	Not given
	Colored pencil and crayon drawings introduce readers to Susan, a delightful, typical child.  She swings, laughs, swims, dances, and hides just like all the other children.  She gets into mischief, she gets angry, and she makes mistakes.  So what’s the big deal?  Nothing really; not even her wheelchair!  


	Not given
	This book shows a little girl whose physical disability is never seen as a handicap.  


	Disabilities

	Babushka Baba Yaga

.


	Patricia Polacco
	Patricia Polacco
	PaperStar
	1999
	1st-5th Grade
	Not given
	Baba Yaga is a very kind creature but is known throughout the village as an evil creature that would likely harm children.  Baba Yaga longs for a grandchild and decides to dress up as “babushka” in order to go into the village, be accepted, and find a family and grandchild of her own.  


	This story addresses discrimination and includes a “witchlike” creature as a main character
	This is a great book to incorporate into a folktale unit.  

Throughout the story, it is evident that “Baba Yaga” is missing something.  Part of that something is a family.  Question students until this is discovered.  (Social Studies connection - Discuss the Russian heritage of this story.  Connect the two themes by discussing ancestry.  Finally have the students go home and interview their families about their ancestry/culture.  What country is the family from?  What language do they speak in that country?  What kind of clothes do they wear there?  What type of food do they eat there?)


	discrimination/prejudice

	Junie B. Jones has a Monster Under Her Bed


	Barbara Park
	Denise Brunkus


	Random House
	1997
	1st-3rd Grade
	Not given
	Junie’s classmate, Paulie Allen Puffer, has convinced Junie that everyone has monsters under their beds.  No one can convince her otherwise.  It isn’t until Junie gets back her “eew!  gross!” school pictures that she comes up with a plan that makes her feel safe in her bed.


	Junie is a feisty main character who often misbehaves but the outcomes of the story are always positive.


	“Prove It!”  (This activity is from Four Blocks and can be found on www.readinglady.com.)  First, have the students make predictions based on the title, cover, and table of contents.  Number the predictions.  Next, discuss which chapter you will be reading and make predictions for that section based on pictures, titles, and other visuals.  Allow the students to preview the section for about 2 minutes and close the book while predictions are being made.  When finished predicting, read the text.  Discuss which predictions were true and have students find and read text that “proves it”.  If appropriate for the students, have them modify untrue predictions to make them true.


	Emotions-handling fears

	Lila Bloom  


	Alexander Stadler


	Alexander Stadler
	Harcourt
	2004
	K-2 (picture book)
	Not given
	“After a miserable morning and an even worse afternoon, Lila Bloom is in a very bad mood.  While Aunt Celeste is driving her to ballet practice, Lila declares, ‘I despise ballet!’ and later announces, ‘This will be my last class.’  Lila’s unflappable teacher, Madame Vera, suggests that maybe quitting is not such a bad idea.  She even points out that Lila has been dancing ‘like an old noodle.’  An angry Lila puts extra effort into her dancing, but Madame doesn’t seem to notice.  And then something marvelous happens.”


	Younger readers may need assistance due to some of the words that are French.


	This book could be used as a read aloud for lower or upper elementary students accompanying a discussion on ways to handle anger/bad moods.  In the lower grades, you could also use it to connect facial expressions to the author’s language in terms of character development.  Before reading the book, just show the pictures and ask the students how they think the character feels.  On a sticky note, record their responses and attach it to the coordinating page.  While reading the story, discuss how the words and pictures go together to develop the character.  See how close their facial expression/emotion predictions were.


	Emotions-how to handle anger

	Look Out, Jack!  The Giant is Back!


	Tom Birdseye
	Will Hillenbrand
	Holiday House
	2001
	K-5th grade
	Not given
	“Taking up where ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ left off, the felled giant’s big brother cones after Jack, 

but once again Jack’s quick mind gets him out of trouble in the nick of time.”


	Some of the humor may seem offensive.
	This is a hilarious book that would be a fun read aloud at any time.  However, it would be great when doing a unit on folktales.  After studying folktales, how they are passed along, what are some common elements, read the students Jack and the Beanstalk.  Discuss “continuing the story”.  Have the students brainstorm ideas for what happened next.  During a free writing period have the students continue the story any way they like (narrative, poetry, etc) and then share.  Share with the students how Tom Birdseye continued the story.  Finally, compare Birdseye’s continuation with some of the students’ stories.


	fairy tales/fantasy

	Beezus and Ramona


	Beverly Cleary
	Alan Tiegreen
	Harper Trophy
	1990
	2nd-5th Grade
	Not given
	Ramona will do anything to get attention.  Her big sister, Beezus, has just about had it when Ramona tries to ruin her birthday party.  Thank goodness her mother and aunt jump in to help.


	Ramona often behaves inappropriately but the outcome of the story is positive.
	This book would work well as a read aloud for younger grades as well as independent reading for advanced or older readers.  Sequencing mapping would work well after each chapter.  If you focused on Ramona’s actions, you could also incorporate cause and effect charts.  In chronological order, make a flow map recording Ramona’s actions. On the flow chart, beneath each action, record in parenthesis the effect of each action.


	families and family members

	Stevie B. Sea Horse A Tale of a Proud Papa


	Suzanne Tate
	James Melvin
	Nags Head Art, Inc.
	1993
	K-2nd Grade
	Not given
	This is a fictitious story about Stevie, a sea horse, which explains the possibly true events of the birth and life of sea horses.


	This story addresses reproduction.
	This is a great book to incorporate if doing a unit on sea life.  Create a KWL chart about sea horses before reading the story.  In the K column, create a list of things the students Know about sea horses.  In the W column, create a list of things the students Want to know about sea horses.  After reading the story, create a list of things the students Learned about sea horses.  Afterwards, have the students write a letter to Stevie asking him any unanswered questions they have.  If possible, allow Stevie to write them back with the answers.


	family

	Louie’s Search


	Ezra Jack Keats
	Ezra Jack Keats
	Viking and Puffin Books


	2001
	1st Grade


	K-3
	Louie and his mother move to a new neighborhood and Louie explores looking for someone to be his father.  Sometimes it is hard to get noticed in a neighborhood full of busy people.
	Might offend a child without a father.


	Not given
	family, love

	Carnival at Candlelight
	Mary pope Osborne
	Sal Murdocca
	Random House
	2005
	5.0
	Ages 7-11
	Merlin has asked Jack and Annie to help on another "Merlin Mission." This time they head back into history to Venice, Italy, in the 1600s to save the beautiful city from a flood.
	None
	Good book for kids who love books set in fantasy settings and require much imagination.  
	Fantasy

	Magic Tree House: Winter of the Ice Wizard
	Mary pope Osborne
	Sal Murdocoa
	Random House
	2004
	4.5
	Ages 6-9
	Jack and Annie, joined by Teddy and Kathleen (from earlier books), travel in the Magic Tree House to a land of snow where the Ice Wizard has captured Morgan and Merlin. The four friends must find the Ice Wizard's missing eye . . . or is it really his heart that is missing?
	None
	Get for independent reading for kids who love books with adventure and imagination.
	Fantasy

	Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH
	Robert C. O’Brien
	Zena Bernstas
	Simon & Schuster
	1971
	5.0
	Ages 9-12
	Widowed mouse, Mrs. Frisby, needs to move her family of four small mice.  The rats of NIMH – who are highly intelligent – come up with a solution.
	None
	For those kids who are interested in this type of book for Self-Selected Reading time, or a read aloud!

Newbery Medal winner
	Fantasy

	The Tale of Despereaux
	Kate Dicamillo
	Timothy Ering
	Candlewick
	2003
	4.0
	Ages 9-12
	A very small mouse, whose family finds him odd and sure to die young, falls in love with Princess Pea, a human, and tries to save her life.


	None
	Read Aloud – my kids loved it! ( 

Newbery Medal winner
	Fantasy

	Tuck Everlasting
	Natalie Babbitt
	
	Farrar, Straus, Giroux


	1975
	Grade 4-8
	3 - 8
	The Tuck family is confronted with an agonizing situation when they discover that a ten-year-old girl and a malicious stranger now share their secret about a spring whose water prevents one from ever growing old
	Not given
	Research Ponce de Leon and the fountain of Youth.

Have students discuss if they would drink the water, why or why not.
	Fantasy

	The Cay 


	Taylor, Theodore
	Laurel Leaf
	2003(reprint)
	Not given
	Both boys and girls can make connections to the main characters and their adventures in this novel. There is some difficult vocabulary, and Timothy ‘speaks’ in a West Indian dialect that is difficult to understand if students are not given proper prior instruction on decoding and understanding dialect.


	Not given
	Phillip is excited when the Germans invade the small island of Curaçao. War has always been a game to him, and he’s eager to glimpse it firsthand–until the freighter he and his mother are traveling to the United States on is torpedoed.

When Phillip comes to, he is on a small raft in the middle of the sea. Besides Stew Cat, his only companion is an old West Indian, Timothy. Phillip remembers his mother’s warning about black people: “They are different, and they live differently.”

But by the time the castaways arrive on a small island, Phillip’s head injury has made him blind and dependent on Timothy. (Teachers@Random website)


	There are instances of racial prejudice early on in the novel that may be unsettling to some students and parents.


	· With literature circle groups reading a selection of books on survival, prejudice & racism, friendship, family relationships, or historical fiction – WWII era

· To compliment a social studies unit on WWII


	Favorite

	A chair for my mother
	Vera B. Williams
	Vera B. Williams
	Greenwillow Books
	1982
	5-10/2.5-3.0
	Not given
	A family saves every penny to buy a nice comfortable chair that will replace the loss from a terrible fire.  This book illustrates the beauty of love, kindness, generosity, and family.
	Not given
	Students can discuss times when they have had to help a friend or family member in need.  Also, the class can start a jar of savings, using manipulatives that rewards the class for good behavior and citizenship.  Students can collaboratively choose the best reward.  
	Favorite



	A Pocketful of Kisses


	Audrey Penn
	Barbara Leonard Gibson
	Child and Family Press
	2004
	1st – 2nd grade
	PreK-1
	Chester Raccoon is back.  This time he has a little brother.  Jealousy hits hard when Chester watches his mother give his brother a kissing hand of his own.  


	None
	This book can be used in conjunction with The Kissing Hand to teach cause and effect to young students.  A two-column chart can be used.  One column could read “Chester Feels”.  The other column could say “Because”.    The teacher could begin by writing afraid under the first column and asking why Chester felt afraid.  Of course students would respond by saying he was going to a new school.  Then the teacher could write this response under the second column.  There are a wide range of emotions when the two books are combined for this lesson.   


	Favorite

	Amazing Grace
	Mary Hoffman
	
	Dial/Delacorte


	1991
	Grades 2-6
	PreK-3
	Although a classmate says that she cannot play Peter Pan in the school play because she is black, Grace discovers that she can do anything she sets her mind to do.


	Not given
	Everyone can achieve – have students pick profession they might want to be and research it
	Favorite

	Bud, Not Buddy.


	Curtis, Christopher Paul
	Not given
	New York: Random 

House
	1999
	Not given
	young adult

Classroom
	After his mother dies and foster parents abuse him, a young African-American boy runs away to be with a man he believes is his father.


	Not given
	jazz music, foster care


	Favorite

	Coolies
	Yin
	Chris Soentpiet
	Puffin Books
	2001
	8-12/3.1-4.1
	Not given
	A story of the love and honor of two Chinese brothers, based on actual historical events, who during the Taiping Rebellion, immigrated to San Francisco to work with the Central Pacific Railroad Company. This book illustrates friendship, tradition, work ethic, family, and trust. Lessons on historical events should be emphasized. (Good)
	Not given
	Not given
	Favorite



	Guess who my favorite person is?
	Byrd Baylor
	Robert Andrew Parker
	Aladdin Books
	1977
	5-10/2.5-3.0
	Not given
	Two friends spend one day in a field playing the “tell-what-your favorite thing is” game; a game that makes them think harder, makes ordinary things seem special, and, finally, turns an ordinary summer day into a day to always remember.
	Not given
	Students can cut out ordinary objects, actions, events, or times of the day that are very special to them.  Through shared writing experiences, students can communicate how simple things can be a virtue.
	Favorite

	I Can’t Said The Ant


	Polly Cameron


	Polly Cameron


	Scholastic
	1961
	1st or 2nd grade
	This book can be used across grade level to address cooperation and team spirit.
	In this rhyming story, a teapot falls to the floor and breaks her spout.  All of the members of the kitchen beg the ant to lift the teapot back to the stove.  Due to the encouragement of the kitchen utensils and with the help of other ants and a few spiders, the pot is lifted to the stove.


	Some of the vocabulary is very unfamiliar.  
	On surface level, this book can be a great tool to use in teaching word families.  A page of the story can be made into an overhead transparency.  Students can then highlight the words in the word family.  After that, they could come up with other words in that word family.  The book can also be used to teach vocabulary and context clues.  As students listen to the story, they can list unfamiliar words.  Then the teacher can redirect students to the text to look for context clues and derive meaning of the words.  The meaning of the word can be listed on the chart next to the word.  A deeper lesson could focus on the effect of “positive peer pressure” or encouragement.  This book can be read after Swimmy.  It would be beneficial to draw students’ attention to the effects of peer pressure on Swimmy versus the effects of positive peer pressure, or encouragement, on the ant.  The two types of peer pressure yield very different results.  Students could then think of ways to encourage others.  
	Favorite

	I Wish I Were a Butterfly


	James Howe
	Ed Young
	Voyager Books
	1987
	3rd grade
	1st (with some paraphrasing) – 5th
	This is the story of a cricket that has been told he is ugly and decides he wants to be a butterfly.  After spider tells the cricket he’s beautiful, the cricket begins to chirp.  A butterfly flying past is awed by the cricket’s chirping and wishes he were a cricket.  


	This is a very long story and uses some unfamiliar vocabulary.
	This story can be used to teach individual differences in a lesson similar to the one presented for Swimmy.  However, I like to use this book as part of writing instruction.  The author credits a class of elementary students for helping him to write the book.  Students are awed to see that kids just like them can publish stories.  As I read the book, I continue to return to this idea.  Students are more inspired to write after hearing this story.


	Favorite

	My Great Aunt Arizona


	Houston, Gloria
	Not given
	New York: Harper

Collins
	1992
	4-8

Classroom
	Not given
	A lovely picture book, which tells the story of a young girl in the Appalachian Mountains that, grows up to be an inspiring teacher to generations of children.


	Not given
	writing prompt about student’s favorite teacher
	Favorite

	Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes


	Eleanor

Coerr
	Ronald Himler
	Dell Publishing Co.
	1979
	Grades 3-8
	Grades 3-8
	Hospitalized with the dreaded atom bomb disease, leukemia, a child in Hiroshima races against time to fold one thousand paper cranes to verify the legend that by doing so a sick person will become healthy


	Not given
	Teach students about World War II and what life was like in the 1940’s in America and Japan.
	Favorite

	Summer of the Monkeys


	Wilson Rawls


	
	Bantam Books
	1992
	Middle Grades
	Grades 3-8
	In the late 1800's, a fourteen-year-old Ozark mountain boy spends the summer trying to recapture monkeys escaped from a traveling circus
	Not given
	Find a section in the book that you did not expect to happen and illustrate it. 

Study what life was like in the 1800’s in Canada for background of setting
	Favorite

	The Dreamer
	Cynthia Rylant
	Barry Moser
	The Blue Sky Press
	1993
	5-10/3.0-3.5
	Not given
	This is a story about a dreamer and an artist who created many beautiful things; like the sky, stars, earth, water, animals, and man.  The illustrations and unique language create an interesting depiction of the concept of creation.   
	Not given
	This book should be read with some caution; due to one reference to God.  However, there is no allusion to a particular religion.  The theme of creation is universal in this picture book.  As an activity, students can illustrate with multi-media their own perfect world; including elements of earth, sky, water, animals, etc.
	Favorite

	The Grouchy Ladybug
	Eric Carle
	Eric Carle
	Harper Collins


	1996
	Grades 2-5
	K-5
	A braggart becomes a better-behaved bug as it learns something about getting along with others.


	Not given
	Write three ways of how to get along with others and illustrate
	Favorite

	The Kissing Hand


	Audrey Penn
	Ruth E. Harper & Nancy M. Leak
	Scholastic
	1993
	1st – 2nd
	PreK-1
	Chester Raccoon is afraid to go to school until his mom gives him a special gift.  Once his mother has given him his very own kissing hand, he is no longer afraid to go to school. 


	None
	I always kick off the year with this story.  Eric Carle explains that it is important to bring the comfort of home into the unfamiliar classroom.  I think this story does that perfectly.  Reading and discussing this story opens the school year on a positive note and makes students feel safer in the classroom.   After reading the story, students can make a gift for their parents.  They can make a red handprint with paint at the top of a sheet of construction paper.  On a separate sheet of paper, students draw a family portrait.  After the handprints are dry, the portrait is stapled to the bottom of the handprint.  A pre-cut heart can be glued inside the handprint.  Students can take these kissing hands home and retell the story of The Kissing Hand to their parents.  


	Favorite

	The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe


	Lewis, C.S.
	Not given
	New York: Macmillan
	1950
	9-12

Classroom
	Not given
	This timeless classic tells the imaginative story of four siblings and their discovery of the fantastic world of Narnia.


	Not given
	character trait study

Caution: has been controversial because of the fantasy  and witch


	Favorite

	The Mitten


	Jan Brett


	Jan Brett


	Putnam
	1989
	1st – 2nd grade
	K-2
	Nikki finally gets his Baba to knit white mittens.  However, he quickly loses one, much to the delight of several animals who use it for shelter.


	Unfamiliar animals
	This is one of the best books I know of to teach sequence of events.  After listening to a couple of readings of the story, students can sequence pictures of the animals by gluing them onto sentence strips.  This story is also useful in writing innovations.  After hearing the story and noticing the pattern of writing the author uses, students can create a class book titled “The Sock.”  Students should be encouraged to change the animals, setting, and characters; but write in the same style as Jan Brett.  I usually record the class ideas on paper – one sentence per page.  Then, I distribute the pages to the students to illustrate.  Finally, I collect the pages and bind the book.  Students are thrilled to hear their story read aloud the next day. 

Note:  This is another great author to use in an author study.  Because she generally writes in a patterned manner, her style is memorable to students.  There are a variety of lesson plans on her website, along with an informative biography on Jan Brett.  My students always remember our author study on Jan Brett 


	Favorite

	The Relatives Came
	Cynthia Rylant
	Stephen Gammell
	Bradbury Press
	1985
	5-10/2.0-2.5
	Not given
	The Relatives came to visit their family during the summer.  They spent weeks laughing, working, hugging, and making music.  And at the end of the summer, the relatives have to go back home to Virginia.
	Not given
	Students can discuss memories and events that they share with family.  As a class, students can post pictures of their families on a family wall in the classroom.
	Favorite



	The Table Where Rich People Sit
	Byrd Baylor
	Peter Parnall
	Atheneum Books for Young Children
	1994
	4-12/2.1-3.1
	Not given
	Story of a little girl who questions why her family is not rich. But she finds later, through important discoveries from her parents, that her family is indeed very rich. They are blessed to experience nature, the beauty of the Southwestern outdoors and most importantly, they have each other.  This is an excellent book that discusses the true meaning of life and it speaks of our non-materialistic blessings.
	Not given
	Students can discuss the many free things in their lives that they cherish (family, nature, love, happiness).
	Favorite

	The Very Hungry Caterpillar
	Eric Carle
	Eric Carle
	G.P. Putnam's Sons


	1987
	Grades 2-5
	K – 5
	Follow the progress of a hungry little caterpillar as he eats his way through a large quantity of food (right through the pages), then wraps a cocoon around himself and goes to sleep.


	Not given
	Health unit on food pyramid

Lifecycle of butterfly
	Favorite

	The Wednesday Surprise
	Eve Bunting
	Donald Carrick
	The Trumpet Club
	1989
	5-10/2.0-2.5
	Not given
	Story of a little girl who teaches her grandma how to read.  Every Wednesday, Anna and her grandmother practice reading in preparation for a big birthday surprise for Anna’s father on Saturday.  When Saturday arrives, grandma pulls out a big bag of books to read to her family.  They were so surprised and proud that she learned to read!  
	Not given
	This is an excellent book for teaching students that children aren’t the only ones who are learning to read. And it also evokes the importance of reading to function in society.  Students can discuss the many routines and activities in our lives that are dependent on knowing how to read. (Great)   
	Favorite

	William’s Doll
	Charlotte Zolotow
	William Du Bois
	Harper & Row
	1972
	4-8/1.1-2.1
	Not given
	A little boy wants to have a doll like Nancy next door. His brother and father rather him play with toys for boys. This is an excellent book, which teaches children about gender equity.  Students could discuss with the class activities or occupations portrayed by males or females that are representative of gender equity. (Good)
	Not given
	Not given
	Favorite



	Today I Feel Silly and Other Moods That Make My Day


	Jamie Lee Curtis
	Laura Cornell
	Joanna Cotler Books


	1998
	1st or 2nd grade


	PreK-2nd grade
	This book tells of one child’s many emotions.  It gives a reason for some of the emotions; it merely tells a reaction to the other emotions.


	None
	After reading this story, I would summarize the emotions with children.  We would discuss reasons for these emotions.  As the discussion is held, we would complete a three column class chart – Emotion, what makes me feel this way, how I act when I feel this way.  After completing the chart, students fold a piece of paper in half.  Then, they choose two emotions to illustrate and label on the paper.  Beside the illustration students write one or two sentences (for grades 1 and 2) about why they feel this way.  A good follow-up lesson would be to add a fourth column to the chart:  How I should react to this emotion.  Then, kids could begin to learn how to handle emotions appropriately.  


	Feelings/Emotions

	Book! Book! Book!


	Deborah Bruss
	Tiphanie Beeke
	Scholastic Books
	2001
	Ages 3 to 6
	Not given
	Communication is one of mankind’s basic tools, and the animals find out it’s absolutely critical too, when they try to check out books from the town library.  Cooperation is also pretty important as they work to get the librarian to understand their needs.  Children will enjoy imitating the animal sounds in this fantasy. 


	Not given
	Excellent read-aloud that encourages children’s participation.  


	For Laughs

	The Get Well Soon Book 


	Kes Gray
	Mary McQuilllan
	The Millbrook Press
	2000
	Ages 2 to 6


	Not given
	Laughter may not be the best medicine, but it certainly helps.  The zany animals and their outrageous ailments in this delightful look at sickness and accidents will brighten the day of any child, whether she’s just getting the sniffles or he’s laid up with something more serious.  Children will enjoy sympathizing with Pedro the penguin and Delia the dragon (who sneezed and burned herself), and all the others.  
	Not given
	This book helps children with fear of medical procedures.


	For laughs

	Pictures of Hollis Woods, 


	Giff, Patricia Reilly.
	Not given
	Random House/Wendy Lamb
	2003
	Not given
	This book is not a difficult read, and the main character is one that students will be able to identify with and understand.


	12-year-old Hollis Woods unfolds her story of foster care and a search for family in images from her sketchbook, which reveal both her memories and her artistic soul. Strong visual imagery, multi-layered structure, and memorable characters create an emotionally satisfying story. A 2003 Newbery Honor Book. (ALA Notable Books website)

	Serious relationship and emotional issues run throughout this book.


	· With literature circle groups reading a selection of books on foster families & blended families, cross generational relationships, or coming of age

· As part of an author study on Patricia Reilly Giff


	Foster Families, Single-Parent Families & Blended Families



	Surviving the Applewhites


	Tolan, Stephanie S.
	
	Harper Collins
	2003
	Not given
	Filled with humorous situations and interesting characters, this book is a fun read. The characters are ones that students will recognize in either themselves, in their families, or in their classmates.


	Tolan features pierced and spike-haired Jake, who has been expelled from every possible public school before his unwilling arrival at Wit's End, N.C., and the homeschool run by the chaotic and outrageous Applewhite family. The eccentric characters and fast pace culminate in a hilarious musical production that forces Jake to grow. A 2003 Newbery Honor Book. (ALA Notable Books website)

	Jake is not a ‘model citizen’, and he faces emotional challenges throughout the book.


	· With literature circle groups reading a selection of books on foster families & blended families, friendship, or coming of age

· To compliment a unit on the arts


	Foster Families, Single-Parent Families & Blended Families



	May I Bring a Friend?  


	Beatrice Schenk De Regniers
	Beni Montresor
	Aladdin Paperbacks
	1989
	K-2nd Grade
	Not given
	A young boy receives an invitation from the king and queen to go to the castle for tea.  He accepts the invitation and asks if he can bring a friend.  The king and queen give him permission but are very surprised when they see his guest.


	None noted.
	This is an excellent book to teach sequence of events.  Have the students create a “sequence quilt”.  Give each student 6 squares of differently colored construction paper.  Punch a hole in the center of each side of each square.  On each square have the students write (or illustrate for younger students) one of six events from the story.  When completed, have the students put them in chronological order and then lace the squares together with precut pieces of yarn to form a quilt.


	friends

	A Letter to Amy




	Ezra Jack Keats
	Ezra Jack Keats
	Harper Collins Publishers


	1968
	1st Grade


	Pre-3
	Peter is planning for his birthday and is particularly excited about one friend coming to his party.  A few problems while mailing the letter worry Peter about the friend making it to the party.     
	None found
	Not given
	friendship, letter writing 

	Amazing Grace
	Mary Hoffman
	Caroline Binch
	Dial Books for Young Children
	1991
	4-8/2.1-2.5
	Not given
	Story of an imaginative African American girl who enjoys playing all sorts of make-believe games. One day she decides to sign up for the role in her school play as Peter Pan. Her classmates explain to Grace that Peter Pan is a boy and he is not black.  Later, her talents shine and she is chosen for the part.  
	Not given
	This book teaches lessons of gender and racial equity.  Students can discuss with the class activities or occupations portrayed by males or females that are representative of gender equity.
	Gender Equity

	Oliver Button Is a Sissy
	Tomie dePaola
	Tomie dePaola
	The Trumpet Club
	1979
	4-8/2.1-2.5
	Not given
	Story of Oliver Button, a boy who didn’t like to do typical boy activities.  His mother decides to sign him up for dance lessons so that he could get some exercise.  Aside from his classmates picking on him for being a sissy and taking dance lessons, he decides to enter in a talent show.  In the end his talent shines and his classmates seem to acknowledge his talent.  
	Not given
	This is an excellent book, which teaches children about gender equity. Students can discuss with the class activities or occupations portrayed by males or females that are representative of gender equity.  
	Gender equity

	Fever 1793


	Laurie Halse Anderson


	Lori Earley


	Scholastic Inc.
	2000
	7.6
	9-12 Ages
	During the 1793 yellow fever epidemic in Philadelphia, sixteen-year-old Matilda Cook gains new strengths. In a mixed atmosphere of mistrust, fear, and caring, Matilda learns to cope with the loss of business, friends, and family. She also learns to deal with the illness herself.


	Subject of Death


	Introduce the genre of “historical fiction”, and work on skills with Cause & Effect, Story Elements. 


	General & Life Sciences (Body & Health), Social Studies (Social Issues & Conditions), Relationships & Families (Family Members, Friends), History (United States History), Character/Virtues (Courage & Survival, Honesty & Compassion)

	Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge
	Mem Fox
	Julie Vivas
	Kane/Miller Book
	1984
	4-8/2.0-2.5
	Not given
	Wilfrid Gordon develops a friendship with Ms. Nancy who lives next door in the old people’s home.  When Wilfrid finds out that Ms. Nancy has lost her memory, he searches high and low to find objects that are old, funny, warm, and precious as gold.  With a little help from Wilfrid, Ms. Nancy starts to remember things.
	Not given
	This is an excellent book, that teaches children about friendship with elders, and creating lasting memories.  Students can discuss with the class the old people in their lives, and many cherished memories.  Students can create a web of more adjectives that describe a memory.
	Grandparents

	Big Mama and Grandma Ghana

	Angela Shelf Medearis
	Lynne Russell
	Scholastic
	1994
	Grade 1
	Not given
	international family diversity

Miles compares his maternal grandmother an African American woman with his paternal grandmother a woman from Ghana, Africa. After meeting his grandma Ghana for the first time he comes to realize some of the misconceptions that he had about her and her life in Africa. He learns that grandmas are the same no matter where they come from.


	None.
	With parental help find out where students ancestors are from. Help students’ research and learn more about where their family originated.


	International Family Diversity

	Moving Day


	Tobi Tobias
	William Pène du Bois
	Knopf: Distributed by Random House
	1976
	Grades 1-4


	Grades K-5
	A small girl is involved in the excitement, turmoil, and sadness of moving from one house to another and keeps her toy bear close for reassurance


	Not given
	Great way to introduce free prose poetry.
	Moving

	The Little Island


	Golden MacDonald (Margaret Wise Brown)
	Leonard Weisgard
	Scholastic
	1946
	2


	Not given
	This seemingly simple story about an island and the things that live and grow there has a deeper lesson about faith. 


	address the freedom to believe in what ever a human wants to believe in when discussing faith 

	Faith- “to believe what I tell you about what you don’t know,” said the fish: This books offers a very clear simple approach to teaching students the meaning of the word faith. Connect the word faith to religion. Why do people call their religion their faith?


	nature/faith

	The Wednesday Surprise


	Eve Bunting


	Donald Carrick
	Clarion Books
	1989
	2nd Grade


	Pre-up
	Every Wednesday night Grandma stays with Anna and they plan a birthday surprise for her father.  Will the surprise be what everyone expects it to be?
	None found
	Not given
	never too late to learn something new

	A Baby Sister for Frances
	Russell Hoban
	Lillian Hoban
	Hamrper & Row
	1964
	3.4
	K-3
	Frances gets a new sister and is not happy about all the attention the new baby is getting. There is no time for Frances. She does many things to gain attention.
	Runaway; dad smokes
	New baby; family; older sister role
	New sibling

	A Pocket Full of Kisses

	Audrey Penn
	Barbara Leonard Gibson
	Scholastic
	2004
	2nd grade 
	Not given
	A sequel to the author’s book The Kissing Hand. This is a sweet tale of how a mother raccoon proves her love for both her children and comforts her older son who feels threatened by his new baby brother.  
	None.
	Discuss new siblings. How it can make us feel and what the role and importance of the older child is. Help students list things that an adult has to do to take care of a baby. Then, list the things that parents do to help take care of us. Compare the two lists. Guide students into understanding that babies can’t do as much as they can. They need more of their parent’s time and energy because they are so small. As older siblings what can we do to help our parents and younger siblings?
	New sibling

	Arthur’s Baby
	Marc Brown
	Not given
	Scholastic
	1987
	2.2
	K-3
	Arthur isn’t thrilled at the idea of a new baby sister in the family. He comes to like her when he has to help care for her one day.
	None
	New baby; new sister; new sibling; younger siblings; friends; advice
	New sibling

	Owl Moon

	Jane Yolen
	John Schoenherr
	Scholastic
	1987
	Grade 2
	Not given
	Pa takes his child into the cold snowy evening to go in search of owls. The child follows her father in anticipation of what she may see and hear. This story is a sweet tale of a parent and child bonding through nature. 


	discuss wild animal safety
	Use as a part of an animals in the winter unit. Discuss adaptation in winter. List animals that adapt in this season and why they are able to adapt whereas lots of other animals can’t.


	parent/child bonding

	I Love You the Purplest



	Barbara M. Joosse


	Mary Whyte
	Chronicle Books
	1996
	2nd Grade
	K-up
	Two boys discover their mother loves them both equally but in different ways.
	None found
	Not given
	parental love

	My Great Aunt Arizona
Arizona 


	Houston, Gloria
	Lamb, Susan Condie
	Harper Collins
	1992
	1st grade
	K and above
	Houston Hughes grew up in the Appalachian Mountains and grows up to become a teacher who influences generations of school children. 


	None.
	This book can be used to compare the present day with the past. It also teaches the important of having dreams and the ability to go places in our minds.
	Past and Present

	Tell Me a Story, Mama

	Johnson, Angela
	Soman, David
	Orchard Books
	1992
	1st grade
	K and above
	A young girl and her mother remember all the favorite stories of her mother’s childhood. 


	None.
	This story can teach students the value of families passing on and sharing stories from one generation to the next.


	Past and Present

	The Key Into Winter

	Anderson, Janet S.
	Soman, David
	Albert Whitman and Company
	1994
	3rd
	K and above
	A mystic tale of a rural African American family who owns four keys that control the passing of the seasons. A story with a mixture of fantasy and reality that includes timeless themes of the power of love and acceptance of loss and change.


	None.
	This story can be used to teach the seasons and the natural course of life.
	Past and Present

	Babushka’s Doll


	Patricia Polacco
	Patricia Polacco
	Simon & Schuster
	1990
	K-2nd Grade
	Not given
	Babushka’s Doll is an excellent book for the “SPREADS” activity.  SPREADS is an acronym.  S stands for scan the text.  P stands for predict what will happen.  R stands for read the text.  E stands for evaluate the text.  The teacher will prepare approximately 3 questions to discuss during this segment that will address higher order thinking skills (open ended).  A stands for authorize the text.  Discuss why the text was written; to inform, entertain, persuade, or inform.  D stands for details.  Discuss and chart the major events in the story.  S stands for summarize.  Write a brief summary addressing who, what, when, where, and why.


	None noted.
	Natasha is a small child who doesn’t understand patience until she “meets” her match in her grandmother’s (babushka’s) childhood doll.


	Patience

	John Philip Duck

	Patricia Polacco
	Patricia Polacco


	Philomel Books
	2004
	3rd grade


	Not given
	During the depression, a young boy trains his pet duck to do tricks in the fountain of the Peabody Hotel in Memphis.
	None.
	Responsibility: taking care of pets. Brainstorm what a good pet owner does to take care of a pet. Compare it to how Edward took care of John Philip.
	perseverance

	I Spy Little Numbers
	Jean Marzollo
	Walter Wick
	Cartwheel Books
	1999
	All Ages
	All Ages
	Includes simple rhymes and bright picture clues that introduce toddlers to the concept of numbers.
	None
	Great for introducing numbers to young students.
	Picture/Wordless books

	One Frog Too Many
	Mercer Mayer; Marianna Mayer
	Not given
	Puffin Books
	1992
	All Ages
	All Ages
	The final three classic wordless tales in Mayer's beloved series are now released in attractive, low-priced hardcover editions. Full of warmhearted mischief and play, these books express the humorous trials and tribulations of friendship and the joy of summertime discovery.

In this story, a little boy gets an unexpected gift…a frog.
	None
	Great book for teaching telling stories from pictures—words are not always necessary to tell a story. 
	Picture/Wordless Books

	Maniac Magee


	Jerry Spinelli
	None
	HarperTrophy
	1990
	6th grade
	Middle School
	Jeffery (Maniac) Magee is a homeless orphan who winds up in Hector, where the town is divided sharply by skin color.  Maniac Magee accomplishes many amazing feats, the largest of which is to help each side of town recognize the other side as people rather than a skin color. 


	Strong evidence of racism
	This is another book that would be perfect to use with literature response logs.  In class discussions, it would be very important to help students realize that this book represents the way things never should be.  I think this book would be a strong book to study during Black History month.  After reading the story, I would encourage students to think of other people groups in our society who are treated, or have been treated, unfairly.  Then, they could create an imaginary “hero” to help right these wrongs.   


	Prejudice



	Bridge to Terabithia


	Katherine Paterson


	Donna Diamon


	Scholastic, Inc.
	1977
	6.1
	9-12 Ages
	Jesse Aarons gains the strength to cope with unexpected tragedy by going to a secret kingdom in the woods invented by Leslie Burke, a newcomer to his rural Virginia community.


	Deep topics including death of a friend.


	Introduce the genre of “realistic fiction”, and work on skills with Story Elements and making inferences. 


	Relationships & Families (Friends), Character/Virtues (Honesty & Compassion, Loyalty)

	Jip, His Story


	Katherine Paterson


	Not given
	Penguin Putnam, Inc.
	1996
	5.5

	9-12 Ages
	While living on a Vermont poor farm during 1855 and 1856, Jip learns his identity and that of his mother and comes to understand how he arrived at this place.


	Connect to students who may unknown family history.


	Introduce “historical fiction” and improve skills of cause & effect, making inferences and drawing conclusions.


	Relationships & Families (Friends), History (Slavery, United States History), Character/Virtues (Courage & Survival, Honesty & Compassion, Self-Esteem & Respect)



	Harry Potter and The Sorcerer’s Stone


	J.K. Rowling
	Mary Grandpre
	Scholastic Inc.
	1997
	5.3
	9-12 Ages
	Orphaned Harry Potter lives with his horrible Muggle relatives until his eleventh birthday, when he is accepted to the Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. At the school, Harry discovers he's already in the history books, and it is where he finds his destiny.


	Some controversy surrounds this series of books because of its contents of magic, etc.


	Introduce the genre of Action/Adventure and Fantasy, and to improve skills of story elements and drawing conclusions.


	Relationships & Families (Friends, School Life), Character/Virtues (Courage & Survival, Leadership & Responsibility), Popular Culture (UFOs, Ghosts & Other Phenomena)

	Walk Two Moons


	Sharon Creech


	Not given
	HarperCollins Publishers Inc.  
	1994
	6.6
	9-12 Ages
	After her mother leaves home suddenly, thirteen-year-old Sal and her grandparents take a car trip retracing her mother's route. Along the way, Sal recounts the story of her friend, Phoebe, whose mother also left.


	Contains subject of a parent leaving a child.


	Introduce the genre of “realistic fiction”, and work on skills with Cause & Effect, Story Elements.


	Relationships, Family, Character/Virtues (Loyalty)



	A Chair for My Mother 


	Vera B. Williams


	Vera B. Williams


	Greenwillow Books


	1982


	2nd Grade


	Pre-3
	Family furniture is lost in a fire and a child, mama, and grandma save their spare change to buy a comfortable armchair.  
	None found
	Not given
	saving money, family



	My Principal Lives Next Door!
	3rd graders at Sanibel Elementary 
	Not given
	Willoisp Press
	1992
	3rd
	3rd-5th
	A student learns through multiplication that it’s not so bad to have your principal for a neighbor
	None
	Student publishing; kids are authors award; multiplication facts; principals; neighbors; school; friends; grades
	School

	My Teacher for President
	Kay Winters
	Denise Brunkus
	Scholastic
	2004
	1.5
	Elementary
	White house is nominating his teacher for the presidential election.  
	None
	Election; voting; positive teacher roles; teacher-student relationships
	School

	Amazing Grace

	Mary Hoffman
	Caroline Binch


	Scholastic
	1991
	2
	Not given
	Grace is a girl that with the help of her Nana realizes that despite what the other children at school say, she can do whatever she puts her mind to.


	none
	Introduction to a writing activity about what I want to be when I grow up. Or this text could be used to begin research projects on heroes.


	self esteem



	I Love You the Purplest 
	Barbara M. Joosse
	Mary Whyte
	Chronicle Books
	1996
	Grade 3
	Not given
	Two boys find in this story that their mother loves them both equally but different ways.
	None.
	Discuss differences and help children identify what their strengths are. Have students write about a special talent they have that makes them unique.
	Sibling Rivalry

	The Watsons Go to Birmingham - 1963


	Christopher Paul Curtis
	Not given
	Scholastic Inc.
	1995
	5.5
	9-12 Ages
	The ordinary interactions and everyday routines of the Watsons, an African-Arican family living in Flint, Michigan, are drastically changed after they go to visit Grandma Sands in Alabama in the summer of 1963.
	Includes subject of prejudice and racism.


	Introduce genre of “historical fiction”, and improve skills of compare/contrast and story elements.


	Social Studies (Civil & Human Rights, Prejudice & Racism), Relationships & Families (Family Members, Friends), History (United States History), Popular Culture (Travel & Leisure)



	Maniac Magee


	Jerry Spinelli
	Little, Brown and Company
	Not given
	1990


	5.4
	Ages 9-12
	After his parents die, Jeffrey Lionel Magee’s life becomes legendary, as he accomplishes athletic and other feats which awe his contemporaries.


	Contains topic of racism.


	Introduce the genre of “realistic fiction”, and work on skills with Cause & Effect, Story Elements.


	Social Studies (Prejudice & Racism), Relationships & Families (Family & Social Structures, Friends), Character/Virtues (Courage & Survival, Honesty & Compassion)



	Number The Stars


	Lois Lowry
	Not given
	Bantam Doubleday Dell Publishing Group, Inc.
	1989
	5.2
	Not given
	In 1943, during the German occupation of Denmark, ten-year-old Annemarie learns how to be brave and courageous when she helps shelter her Jewish friend from the Nazis.
	Deep topics including the Holocaust and death.


	Introduce the genre of “historical fiction”, and work on skills with Cause & Effect, Story Elements.


	Social Studies (Prejudice & Racism, Religions), Relationships & Families (Family Members, Friends), History (Wars & Conflicts, World History), Character/Virtues (Courage & Survival)

	Bud, Not Buddy


	Christopher Paul Curtis


	Not given
	Scholastic Inc.
	1999
	5.2
	9-12 Ages
	The story of ten-year-old Bud, an orphan during the Great Depression. After running away from his foster home, Bud sets out to search for the man he believes to be his father.


	Connections to students who may not know one or both of their parents.


	Introduce “realistic fiction”, and improve skills of finding story elements and cause/effect.


	Social Studies (Social Issues & Conditions), Relationships & Families (Family Members, Family & Social Structures), Character/Virtues (Courage & Survival), Visual/Performing Arts (Actors, Artists & Performers)



	Sable


	Hesse, Karen
	Marcia Sewall
	New York: Henry Holt
	1994
	4-8

Classroom
	Not given
	A strong young girl works hard in order to keep a stray dog that shows up at her mountain home.


	Not given
	author study
	Strong Girls and Young Women

	Wilma Unlimited: How Wilma Rudolph Became        the World’s Fastest Woman


	Krull, Kathleen 
	David Diaz
	Harcourt
	1996
	9-12

Classroom
	Not given
	The inspiring non-fiction story of how Wilma Rudolph overcame childhood polio to become a gold-medal winning runner.


	biography study


	Not given
	Strong Girls and Young Women

	Lisle, Janet Taylor


	The Art of Keeping Cool
	Not given 
	Atheneum / Richard Jackson
	2001
	Not given
	This book deals with 

historical fiction and the WWII era which will be appealing to boys, although the story is relevant to all students. Students studying the WWII era will find this to be an interesting compliment to their nonfiction textbooks. Some of the subject matter may be difficult to understand if students do not have prior knowledge of the era.


	Set during World War II, two cousins face family secrets and community violence aimed at a refugee from Nazi Germany, raising questions about mob mentality, creativity and survival. 

(ALA Notable Books website)
	This novel is set during WWII and deals with issues of violence and the effects of Nazism.
	With literature circle groups reading a selection of books 

· dealing with survival, historical fiction – WWII era, prejudice, or family relationships

· To compliment a social studies unit on WWII or Nazi Germany


	Survival

	The Catcher in the Rye
	J.D. Salinger
	Not given
	Little Brown
	1951
	7-12
	10-12
	Holden is a prep school troublemaker runs away from a school expulsion in an unconscious effort to figure out who he is and deal with his brother’s death.
	Sexual Abuse
	Self-Discovery; Point of View 
	Survival

	The Things They Carried
	Tim O’Brien
	Not given
	Houghton Mifflin
	1990
	7-12
	9-11
	O’Brien semi-autobiographically tells the tales of various Vietnam grunts and the physical and emotional baggage that they carry throughout their travels.
	Issues that affect young men
	History; Point of View; Asia; Nonfiction
	Survival

	Junie B. Jones and that Meanie Jim’s Birthday


	Barbara Park
	Denise Brunkus


	Random House
	1996
	1st-3rd Grade
	 Not given
	Junie is in Kindergarten and is the only one in Room 9 that is not getting an invitation to Meanie Jim’s birthday party.  With the help of her family, including Grandpa Miller, Junie discovers that sometimes it’s even more fun to be “the only one”.


	Junie is a feisty main character who often misbehaves but the outcomes of the story are always positive.


	Retelling – Read aloud the story one chapter each day.  Create a Junie B. Jones diary for each student.  After reading, have the students write in the diary as if they are Junie.  Have them “retell” the events of the day/chapter including how they feel (how they would feel if they were Junie).  The next day, review the previous day’s chapter by having a couple of student share their diary entries.


	teasing

	Chrysanthemum 


	Kevin Henkes
	Kevin Henkes
	Greenwillow Books
	1991
	K-3rd grade
	Not given
	“Chrysanthemum loves her name, until she starts going to school and the other children make fun of it.”  After becoming very discouraged, she meets someone at school who makes her feel special again.
	None noted.
	Vocabulary:  scarcely, wilted, winsome, envious, trifle – these words are used in a decodable context.  Simply covering up the vocabulary word and reading the sentence without the word, predicting the meaning of the word that is in the “blank”, and then checking the meaning would be a great activity to increase vocabulary and teach context clues.

This book would be great to use to lead into a simple class discussion about the value of being “different” and how to handle it when we see someone being picked on.  (Conflict Resolution skills)

Kevin Henkes is great author to study for an “Author Study” unit.  Include other books, Chester’s Way, and Julius, the Baby of the World, for example, and challenge the students to identify some of the strategies he uses in writing (author’s craft) and try to implement those strategies in the Writer’s Workshop time.


	teasing and how to handle teasing

	A Chair For My Mother


	Williams, Vera B
	Williams, Vera B
	Greenwillow Books
	1982
	2nd grade
	K and above
	A young child, her waitress mother, and her grandmother save coins to buy a chair after they lost everything in a fire.


	None.
	If a student ever experiences a fire or a tragedy this book can help children learn that families can overcome devastation.

	Triumph/Overcoming Obstacles



	Wilma Unlimited: How Wilma Rudolph Became the World’s Fastest Woman

	Krull, Kathleen
	Diaz, David
	Voyager Books


	Not given
	2nd grade
	K and above
	When Wilma Rudolph contracted polio before her 5th birthday no one thought she would ever walk again. Wilma was so determined to overcome her disability that she became the first American woman to earn 3 gold medals in a single Olympiad
	None.
	This is a great book to use during Black History Month. It can also be used to teach about the Olympics and the themes of determination and perseverance.


	Triumph/Overcoming Obstacles



	Number the Stars


	Lowry, Lois
	Not given
	Boston: Houghton Mifflin
	1989
	9-12

Classroom
	Not given
	The adventurous novel about a young Danish girl and her family who try to save Jews during WWII.


	topic of concentration camps and war
	comparison novel study with The Diary of Anne Frank


	War

	Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes


	Coerr, Eleanor
	Ronald Himler
	New York: Putnam
	1977
	9-12

Classroom
	Not given
	The true story about the inspiring life and death (from radiation poisoning) of a Japanese girl in Hiroshima during WWII.


	topic of death and war
	origami Japanese paper folding art


	War

	Hurricane


	David Wiesner
	David Wiesner
	Clarion Books
	1990
	2nd Grade


	Pre-2
	A hurricane uproots a tree and two brothers use their vivid imaginations to go on magical adventures
	Might portray all storms as safe and danger free.
	Not given
	weather (great way to ease anxiousness about a storm), cause and effect

	One Monday


	Amy Huntington


	Amy Huntington


	Orchard Books


	2001
	1st or 2nd Grade
	Pre-2
	Imaginative book about what the wind can do to the farm animals on different days of the week.
	None found
	Not given
	weather, farm life, days of the week, how the end a story

	Home
	Jeanie Baker
	Same
	Greenwillow
	2004
	All Ages
	Ages 4-8
	Observes the changes in an urban neighborhood from before a girl is born until she is an adult,  as it first decays and then is renewed by the efforts of its residents.  All viewed through the girl’s bedroom window. 


	None
	No words – great illustrations.  Great for showing kids that pictures can sometimes say more than words.  Could be used for Social Studies unit on urban communities.  Also useful for character education.
	Wordless Picture Books

	One Frog Too Many
	Mercer and Marianna Mayer
	Same
	Puffin Books
	1975
	All Ages
	All Ages
	A little boy with a dog, a turtle, and a frog for pets gets a gift – another frog.  This causes jealousy.


	None
	No words – great illustrations.  Great for showing kids that pictures can sometimes say more than words.
	Wordless Picture Books

	The Red Book
	Barbara Lehman
	Same
	Houghton Mifflin
	2004
	All ages 
	All Ages
	A little girl finds a red book in a snowbank and finds a series of pictures inside it that lead her to a little boy.
	None
	No words – great illustrations.  Great for showing kids that pictures can sometimes say more than words.

Caldecott Honor Book.
	Wordless Picture Books


