Best Books on Marriage


	Title
	Author
	Illustrator
	Publisher
	Date of Publication
	Reading Level
	Appropriateness
	Summary
	Concerns
	Uses

	Fanny’s Dream
(Two Reviewers)

	Caralyn Buehner
	Mark Buehner
	Penguin Putnam Books;
Dial Books for Young Readers
	2003;1996
	-2-3

-5-8/2.0-2.5
	Not given
	-In this version of a Cinderella story, Fanny Agnes a hardworking farm girl waits for her fairy godmother to arrive and help her get a prince. She ends up marrying a decent, kind man. They have a life filled with love and happiness. Years later Fanny’s fairy godmother shows up to help her find a prince and Fanny realizes how happy she truly is.  

-Fanny Agnes has dreams of marrying a tall, handsome, rich man, who will treat her like gold and never make her work in the farm again.  Fanny decides to settle for Heber Jensen, a short, hard-working farmer. In the end, her fairy godmother offers to give Fanny her dream of marrying a “prince,” but Fanny soon realizes that she is satisfied with her own “prince” who treats her with respect and who loves her dearly.  
	None.
	-Use in combination with a study of versions of the Cinderella story
-This is an excellent book that teaches us that sometimes the grass isn’t always greener on the other side and that marriage is what you make of it.  Students can discuss the characteristics in a relationship that make a good marriage (love, nourishment, understanding, trust, commitment, kindness, etc.).  

	Great Expectations
	Charles Dickens
	Not given
	Signet
	Signet 1960; Originally 1860
	9-12
	9-12
	Pip knows that the only way to get Estella to marry him is to be a gentleman.  Suddenly wealthy he finds himself up against other bigger problems and unrequited love.
	Not given
	Classic; Literary Technique; Theme; British Literature; Marriage; Poverty

	Homeless Bird


	Whelan, Gloria
	
	Harper Trophy
	2002
	Because this book deals with another culture, there may be some vocabulary that will be difficult or unfamiliar to young readers. Girls will find they relate to the main character because of her age, and many will enjoy reading about a culture that is different from their own.


	
	Koly, a 13-year-old girl in India, is getting married. Her family has followed tradition and chosen her husband. But Koly's groom is a very sickly boy, and soon after the wedding day he dies, leaving Koly a widow. Now, with only her talent for reading and embroidery, she must find a way to make a new life for herself in a society that does not encourage independent women.
	Difficult or unfamiliar vocabulary and trying to relate to a different culture may turn some readers off. Prior knowledge of Indian customs and traditions may be beneficial. 


	· With literature circle groups reading selections dealing with marriage & family relationships, death, growing up, multicultural diversity, or cultural traditions

· To compliment a social studies unit on India and Indian traditions



	How My Parents Learned to Eat


	Friedman, Ina R.
	Say, Allen
	Houghton Mifflin
	1987
	2nd grade
	1st grade and above
	A little girl describes her how her parents met and adapted to one another’s very different cultures.


	None.
	Students can learn about the Japanese culture and about how marriage may result in the merging of families that are very different.



	Louie’s Search

	Ezra Jack Keats
	Ezra Jack Keats
	Penguin Putnam Books
	2001


	1
	With young children discuss safety and not traveling the streets alone for any reason. 

	Louie moves to a new neighborhood with his mother and goes on a search for a father. 


	Not given
	Families are all different. Have students draw the family that they live with and then share and discuss that we all have different families.

	Miss Spider’s Wedding
(Two Reviewers)

	David Kirk


	David Kirk
	Scholastic Press


	1995


	-2nd Grade

-Grades 3-5
	-K-2nd or 3rd 

-Grades K-3
	-Miss Spider finally meets the man she wants to marry and now has to plan the perfect wedding. 
-Miss Spider proves that her heart knows best when it comes to choosing a husband


	A lot of dialogue, font little hard to read, few difficult vocabulary words
	Fun way to talk about weddings.  Also great to discuss rhyming words and poetry verse.

	Navajo Wedding Day: A Dine Marriage Ceremony
	Eleanor Schick
	Same
	Cavendish Children’s Books
	1999
	3.2
	Ages 4-8
	A young Caucasian girl and her family are invited to a traditional Navajo wedding.  They are made to feel welcome.  The bride’s family explains what’s happening and why.
	None.
	Great for compare/contrasting Native American with traditional American wedding ceremonies.

	Romeo and Juliet
	William Shakespeare
	Not given
	Penguin
	Penguin 1960; Originally 1590’s
	9-12
	9
	Two young enemies fall in love, and their hasty actions lead to murder and suicide.
	Violence
	Marriage; Drama; Classic; British Literature

	Room for Rabbit


	Roni Schotter
	Cyd Moore


	Clarion Books
	2003
	Ages 4 to 8


	Not given
	Kara and Rabbit are packing for a weekend at Papa’s house.  Mama urges them to have fun with Papa and Peggy.  (Peggy is Papa’s new wife.)  Kara and Rabbit are a bit intimidated by all the things Peggy has brought to Papa’s house, and Rabbit whispers to Kara exactly what she was thinking, “Will there be room for me?”  Fortunately, Papa and Peggy have wonderful ideas for making everybody feel welcome, even Rabbit.  This is a wonderful book for children and parents who are going through divorce and re-marriage.
	Not given
	Not given

	Sarah Plain and Tall
(Two Reviewers)
	Patricia MacLachlan
	Not given
	Charlotte Zolotow Books; New York: 

Harper and Row
	1985
	-4.2
-9-12


	3rd-6th
	-When father brings a mail-order bride to the prairie home to live, Caleb and Anna are delighted by their new mom and hope she will stay.  However, Anna is not thrilled. 
-This wonderful read aloud tells the story of a strong woman from Maine and the children that hope she will agree to marry their father.


	None.
	-Stepmoms; Marriage; prairie pioneer life; Newberry Medal; gardening 
-Various landscapes of the United States (social studies)

	Sister of the Bride
	Beverly Cleary
	Joe Krush; Beth Krush
	HarperTrophy
	1996
	5.0
	Ages 8-12
	As the day of her sister's wedding approaches, 16-year-old Barbara becomes caught up in the wedding plans, at first dreaming of romance, then, after witnessing the bickering and arguments, making a more sober assessment.
	None
	Bibliotherapy for talking about marriage.  I think I would use this with a group of girls rather than a mixed group of students.

	The Joy Luck Club
	Amy Tan
	Not given
	Ivy Books
	1990
	9-12
	10-12
	This is a short story collection that tells of two generations of women, one immigrant and one American born, come to terms with each other about being modern Asian women 
	Not given
	Narrative Style; Asian-American Literature; Marriage, Diversity; Survival

	The Keeping Quilt 


	Patricia Polacco
	Patricia Polacco
	Simon and Schuster  
	1988
	Not given
	Not given
	A homemade quilt ties together the lives of four generations of an immigrant Jewish family, remaining a symbol of their enduring love and faith
	Not given
	When we talk about families the students create a family tree. This would be a great book to read to help them understand the concept of genealogy.



	The Mrs. Gibsons


	Toyomi Igus
	Daryl Wells


	Children’s Book Press
	1996


	Ages 3 to 7
	Not given
	It could have been culture clash when Mr. Gibson brought a tiny Japanese wife home to his Black Southern mother, but it wasn’t.  There could have been another conflict between two women who loved the same man when a little girl was born, but it wasn’t.  What happened instead produced a child who had the benefit of two very different, very caring women who enriched her environment with similarities, differences, and love.  
	Not given
	Not given

	The Suitcase Kid. Yearling


	Wilson, Jacqueline
	Ying Hwa Hu
	Not given
	1998
	This book uses humor to address a somewhat tricky subject – remarriage and stepfamilies. Students will enjoy reading about Andy and her adventures with both ‘sets’ of parents.


	Not given
	When Andy West's parents get divorced, the plucky 10-year-old is left without a home to call her own. Both her parents have remarried, and Andy finds herself shuttling back and forth between their houses--one week with Mom and "Bill the Baboon," one week with Dad and Carrie. Living out of a suitcase is tough, but having five new stepbrothers and stepsisters is even tougher.

Her parents say Andy should be happy to have two wonderful new families. But Andy wants her old family back. She wants to live with her Mom and Dad in their beloved Mulberry Cottage. Andy knows that's not going to happen, though, because real life isn't a fairy tale.


	Divorce, remarriage, and 

stepfamilies can be sensitive issues for some students.
	· With literature circle groups reading a selection of books on step-families & family relationships

· As part of an author study on Jacqueline Wilson



	When We Married Gary


	Anna Grossnickle Hines


	
	Greenwillow Books


	1996
	2nd or 3rd grade


	K-3
	This story focuses on remarriage in a positive light.  It is a young child’s account of life before and after the addition of a step parent.


	This story paints a very rosy picture of remarriage.  It may be helpful to couple this story with the accounts of remarriage from Dinosaurs Divorce.  That way, students who have been less fortunate in remarriage will not feel that there is something wrong with them.


	Since a major portion of the story deals with the description of the stepfather, Gary, this book may be useful in teaching characterization.  Students can use a bubble map to list characteristics of Gary.  Then, they can transfer this information into a character sketch.


