Best Books on Future
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	Illustrator
	Publisher
	Date of Publication
	Reading Level
	Appropriateness
	Summary
	Concerns
	Uses

	Alien and Possum: Friends No Matter What


	Tony Johnston
	Tony DiTerlizzi
	Simon and Schuster
	2001
	Not given
	Ages 3 to 6


	When a spaceship crashes nearby, Possum goes to explore and discovers Alien, a guarded creature in a rounded space suit.  Alien overcomes his initial suspicions to become Possum’s pal.  Alien’s silly sound effects make this an ideal read-aloud.
	Not given
	Excellent resource for topics including friends, adventure, and appreciating differences.



	Baloney (Henry P.)


	Jon Scieszka
	Lane Smith


	Viking
	2001
	Not given
	Ages 3 to 6
	Henry is an alien school kid who needs to come up with one very good excuse to explain why he is late for szkola again.  If he doesn’t, his teacher, Miss Bugscuffle promises that it’s “Permanent Lifelong Detention”.  Henry’s excuse is an unbelievable trip through his wild universe.


	Not given
	Adventure and fantasy throughout this book!



	Heartbeat

Theme – the future (aging and possible death)


	Sharon Creech


	N/A
	Harper Collins
	2004
	Not given
	Appropriate for ages 8-12  (Chapter book)


	“Run, run, run.  That’s what twelve-year-old Annie loves to do.  When she’s barefoot and running, she can hear her heart beating…thump-thump, thump-thump.  It’s a rhythm that makes sense in a year when everything’s shifting:  Her mother is pregnant, her grandfather is forgetful, and her best friend, Max, is always moody.  Everything is changing, just like the apple Annie’s been assigned to draw a hundred times.”
	This book is written in poetry form and may be difficult for the reader to understand in the beginning.


	This book is written in poetry form and would do well as a read aloud.  It is very easily understood and is a good example of “non-rhyming” poetry.  A “mini-lesson” addressing onomatopoeia would be possible.  It could be easily incorporated into the N.C. Reading Goals Interpretation (point of view) and Connections.  After identifying and discussing onomatopoeias in Creech’s work, challenge the students to integrate it into their writing during Writer’s Workshop.



	Just A Dream

(Two Reviewers)


	Chris Van Allsburg
	Chris Van Allsburg
	Houghton Mifflin


	1990
	Grade 3-5
	Grades 2 - 8
	Young Walter litters and refuses to sort trash for recycling, until he dreams of an overcrowded and polluted future which terrifies him into taking care of the earth. 

-When he has a dream about a future Earth devastated by pollution, Walter begins to understand the importance of taking care of the environment.


	Not given
	-http://www.mhschool.com/reading/2005/student/activity.php3?

story=135

6 internet activities from McMillian/McGraw Hill

- I would read this book when we talk about pollution and taking care of our environment.



	Matthew Wheelock’s Wall
	Frances Ward Weller
	Ted Lewin
	Macmillan Publishing Company
	1992
	5-12/2.5-3.0
	Not given
	Matthew Wheelock builds a strong, sturdy stonewall that will last for many years.  Matthew’s wall provides a sense of continuity for many generations.  His children, grandchildren, and ancestor’s of different organisms, all continue to enjoy the wall, which symbolizes a foundation for life.
	Not given
	This book teaches children about the importance of creating memories, skills, and foundations that they can use for the future.  Student’s can discuss characteristics in their family (hobbies, skills, career goals, dreams) that they can continue and pass down for generations to come.

	Muggie Maggie

Theme – Responsibility/The future


	Beverly Cleary
	Kay Life
	William Morrow and Conpany
	1990
	2nd-4th Grade
	Not given
	“Maggie resists learning cursive writing in the third grade, until she discovers that knowing how to read and write cursive promises to open up an entirely new world of knowledge for her.”
	Maggie is openly defiant of her parent’s and teacher’s directions.
	This would be a great read aloud at the beginning of third grade before beginning cursive writing.  Play the “Cursive Code”.  Create a stacked of preprogrammed cards with clues written in cursive that will help them solve a “mystery”.  Divide the class into teams, giving each team a set of cards.  See who will be the first team to decode the “Cursive Code” and solve the mystery.



	Oh, The Places You’ll Go! 

	Dr. Seuss
	Dr. Seuss
	Random House
	1990
	Grade 3
	Not given
	In his rhyming silly manner, Dr. Seuss addresses all the potential and possibilities that a young person has in their life. He encourages taking chances, being brave, and living up to your potential.
	none
	Use as a first day of school book and again as a last day of school book. Read to a new class to motivate them and create a positive new community. At the end of the year return to the book again and talk about how much you have watched them grow and learn throughout the year. Encourage them to stay positive and to always strive to live life to its fullest. 



	Phoenix: A Tale of the future
	Osamu Tezuka
	Same
	Viz Communica-tions
	2002
	3.0
	All Ages
	It is 3404 A.D. and people are living underground due to nuclear fallout/devastation.  Story shifts from Japan’s past to the future.  Told in comic strip format.


	Adult content
	-For those kids who are interested in futuristic tales; also contains manga artwork.  Series originally published in the 1960’s in Japan.

- This book can be used in a variety of ways.  Prior to reading the book, students can be encouraged to pretend they are writing a letter to someone who lives in a world without emotions.  They chose their favorite emotion and attempt to describe it in this letter.  As the book is being read, students could make arguments for and against the morality of Jonas’ world.  Finally, after the book has been read, students can write a paper in which they speculate about what will happen when the memories are released to the Community.

	Summer of the Monkeys.


	Rawls, Wilson
	Not given
	New York. Random House.
	1976
	9-12

Classroom
	Not given
	In order to buy a new gun a young boy takes on the job of capturing monkeys that have escaped from the circus. In the end he uses the money to help his handicapped sister have a better future.


	Not given
	Writing prompt: what would you do with the money?



	The City of Ember


	DuPrau, Jeanne
	Not given
	Random House
	2004
	This is one of a series of books by Jeanne DuPrau that features this futuristic science fiction/fantasy world of Lina and Doon. Students will quickly become involved in the story and will want to read more.


	Not given
	The City of Ember is dying: the mammoth underground generators that provide its only light are slowly breaking down. Lina and Doon alone hold the key to escape, but will they be able to persuade their fellow citizens to follow them into the unknown.
	No real cautions for this book.


	· With literature circle groups reading selections of books on the future or diverse civilizations



	The Giver

(Two Reviewers)
	Lois Lowery
	Not given
	Random House; Laurel-Leaf
	-1993

-1993
	-4.5

-6th grade
	-Middle/high

-High School
	-Adolescent named Jonas lives in a perfect world where nothing is in control. Each person is assigned a role in the community. Jonas role becomes The Giver.

- Jonas lives in a time of perfection – or so it seems.  However, his life is turned upside-down when he is chosen to be the next Receiver.  When the Giver gives him memories of the true pain and pleasures in life, Jonas realizes the truth about his “perfect” world.
	Those who are born weak or are very old are killed.
	Peer pressure; true friends; truth; how trouble can find you in a quick second

	The House of the Scorpion


	Farmer, Nancy
	
	Simon & Schuster / Atheneum
	2003
	Appropriate for more advanced readers, those students who like science fiction and futuristic subjects will enjoy reading this book. Some difficult vocabulary is present.
	
	Farmer tackles the provocative topics of cloning, the value of life, illegal immigration, and the drug trade in a coming-of-age novel set in a desolate futuristic desert.
	Serious moral and social issues may not be appropriate for all readers. This is another book that parents need to be informed about before students begin reading it in class.


	· With literature circle groups reading selections on the future, social issues, or coming of age

· As part of an author study on Nancy Farmer

	The Next Place
	Warren Hanson
	Not given
	Waldman House Press
	2003
	3.0
	Ages 5-9
	An inspirational journey of light and hope to a place where earthly hurts are left behind.
	Do not cross the line into religion.
	Nice book for discussion of future possibilities.

	Tomas and the Library Lady 

	Pat Mor
	Raul Colon
	Random house
	1997


	Not given
	Not given
	This is the story of Tomás Rivera and the kind librarian who helped him learn to love books.


	Not given
	This would be a good book to read to give the students a picture of what a migrant worker’s life was like. I like this book because it is based on a real person. 



	What Do People Do All Day?


	Richard Scarry

Richard Scarry


	
	Random House
	1968
	1st or 2nd Grade


	K-2
	Follow the Busy Town people as they discover the many things you can become when you grow up.  
	None found
	future, careers

	When I am Old With You


	Johnson, Angela
	Soman, David
	Orchard Books


	Not given
	1st grade
	K and above


	A child imagines a future of being old with his Grandaddy. The child in the story comes to understand that even though he will never be old at the same time as his grandfather he can still spend happy moments with him right now.


	It is important for students to understand that the child in the story will never be able to grow old with his grandfather.


	Students can discuss and imagine what they want to do in the future. This book can also be used to teach about the bond of families and love across generations and this book helps children understand the life cycle and reality of death.


