Best Books on Death


	Title
	Author
	Illustrator
	Publisher
	Date of Publication
	Reading Level
	Appropriateness
	Summary
	Concerns
	Uses

	A Taste of Blackberries. 


	Smith, Doris
	Charles Robinson
	New York: Crowell
	1973
	9-12
	9-12
	This good read aloud tells the story of how a boy deals with the sudden death of his friend from a bee sting.


	topic of death
	death discussion

	Bridge to Terabithia

(Two Reviewers)
	Katherine Paterson
	Donna Diamond


	Harper Collins


	1977
	-Grades 4-8
-Grades 9-12
	-Grades 4-8 

-Grades 9-12
	- The life of a ten-year-old boy, Jess, in rural Virginia expands when he becomes friends with a newcomer, Leslie, who subsequently meets an untimely death trying to reach their hideaway, Terabithia, during a storm
- The heart tugging story about two close friends from different backgrounds and their struggle with terminal illness and death.


	-One of the most frequently banned books in the 1990’s
-topic of death
	-Great book to discuss friendships between genders and how to have strength during hard times.  Make comic strip of a conversation between Jess and Leslie. 
-boy and girl friendship discussion

	Dog Heaven
	Cynthia Rylant
	Not given
	Scholastic
	1995
	2.8
	Ages 4-8
	Whimsical picture book about the wonderful place where all good dogs go for an endless supply of ham biscuits, good meals and lots of petting. Beautiful, poignant and charmingly original, here is a book that will touch the heart of anyone who has ever loved a pet.


	None
	Bibliotherapy for children who are suffering from a loss

	Flamingo Dreams

	Donna Jo Napoli
	Cathie Felstead 
	Greenwillow
	Not given
	Ages 4 to 8 


	Ages 4 to 8 


	There are few books that deal frankly with death for preschoolers.  This one is told by a young boy who loses his dad to cancer.  He recounts a wonderful vacation to Florida with his dad when he kept mementos of the trip.  He share the family experiences when they talk about the illness, and he shares the pain when his father dies.  Finally, he reveals the way he learns to cope with his loss.  A truly inspiring story.  


	The death of a loved one is a very personal matter.  Teacher should be sensitive to family values and cultural views regarding death.
	Not given

	Goodbye, Mousie


	Robie H. Harris
	Jan Ormerod
	Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing
	2004
	Ages 4 to 8


	Ages 4 to 8


	The story deals with the death of a boy’s pet mouse. The book captures the experience of what happens when a loved one dies.  The feelings and emotions that the child goes through and how his parents help him to understand and deal with what happened.  This story is very helpful when one needs to explain death to a child.


	The death of a loved one is a very personal matter.  Teacher should be sensitive to family values and cultural views regarding death.
	This story is very helpful when one needs to explain death to a child.



	Grandad Bill’s Song

	Jane Yolen
	Melissa Bay Mathis
	Philomel Books
	1994
	All ages
	All ages
	A boy asks others how they felt when his grandfather died and then shares his feelings
	Not given
	Not given

	I Miss You
	Pat Thomas
	Lesley Harker
	Barron’s Educational Series, Inc
	2000
	2.8
	Ages 4-8
	When a close friend or family member dies, it can be difficult for children to express their feelings. This book helps children understand that death is a part of life.


	None
	Bibliotherapy for children who are suffering from a loss.

	Locomotion


	Woodson, Jacqueline
	Not given
	Putnam
	2003
	The free verse format makes the novel easy to read, and with the main character being a young boy, it is a good choice for getting reluctant male readers interested in reading.


	Not given
	Written in conversing free verse, Woodson tells the emotional story of a young boy as he settles into his foster home. Lonnie misses his parents who died in a fire and his sister who has been adopted. Lonnie is a character who is hard to let go.
	The main character deals with emotional issues such as grief over the death of his parents and the separation from his sister, as well as social issues related to growing up and being in a foster care situation.


	With literature circle groups reading a selection of books dealing with death, blended families, or coming of age

With a unit on poetry – free verse example – poetry in different forms



	My Grandson Lew

	Zolotow, Charlotte
	Pene du Bois, William
	Harper & Row
	1974
	2nd
	all ages
	When six-year old Lewis learns that his grandfather has died, his mother teaches his how to keep his grandfather alive through memories.
	Lewis was only two when his grandfather died and the mother never talks to Lewis about his grandfather. This may be disturbing since the mother withheld the information of his death.
	This book helps students understand that it is important to hold on to the memories of our loved ones that have died.

	Nana Upstairs & Nana Downstairs
(Four Reviewers)
	Tomie dePaola


	Tomie dePaola


	The Trumpet Club
	1973
	-1st or 2nd grade
-2nd
-5-8/2.0-2.5
-2nd grade


	-K-up
-all ages

-preK-2, the character doesn’t really understand death
	-Tommy enjoys visiting his great-grandmother and grandmother every Sunday afternoon.  One morning Tommy doesn’t understand why his great-grandmother won’t be here anymore.   
- A young boy values his relationship with his grandmother and his great-grandmother. He must learn to face their inevitable death.
- Story of a little boy named Tommy, who deals with the death of both his grandmother and great-grandmother.  On Sundays he would visit his grandmother (Nana Downstairs) and great-grandmother (Nana Upstairs); building memorable relationships that would later help him cope with their loss. 
 -This is the story of Tommy’s relationship to his grandmother (downstairs) and his great-grandmother (who is confined to an upstairs bedroom).  Eventually both grandmothers die and Tommy finds a way to come to terms with their deaths.
	-Sensitive subject
 -This book discusses the serious issue of death and explains that when someone dies we will not see them again.
-Illness akin to dementia 


	-This story helps students to conceptualize what it means to be young, old, very old, and finally, to die. This story also teaches young children how to accept death.
-This is a great book that teaches about death in a family and how to handle the pain.  Children can discuss memories that they have had with their grandparents and objects or actions that symbolize a memory.
-A large portion of the story deals with Tommy’s relationship to his grandmothers.  After hearing the story, I would ask students to think about a relative they are close to.  This could be a living relative or a deceased one.  Then, I would ask young students to draw a picture of that person and write (or dictate) a few sentences to accompany it.  Students in later first and second grades could write a short story about their relative

	Nana’s Place
	Akimi Gibson
	Karen Meyer


	Scholastic 


	1994
	1st grade
	Not Given
	Jojo’s grandpa helps him deal with the grief of his nana’s death by showing him how to remember her always.


	Not given
	Think about someone special that has passed away or that is still with you. List things that remind you of the person. Ex: certain smells, foods, places

	Olive’s Ocean


	Henkes, Kevin
	Not given
	Greenwillow Books
	2004
	This book will appeal much more to girls in the target grade level that it will to boys. Students will be able to make connections with the main character, as she is in the same age group as they are.


	Not given
	12-year-old Martha receives a page from the journal of a classmate, Olive, who has died in an accident. Olive's entry about a desire to be Martha's friend, to see the ocean, and to become a writer propels Martha into a journey from childhood to the brink of adolescence. 
	Because the main character must deal with the death of a classmate who had wanted to be her friend, she is faced with strong emotional issues. The novel may be too ‘deep’ for some readers.
	With literature circle groups reading a selection of books dealing with death, coming of age, or friendship

As a supplement for lessons encouraging journal writing



	Sad Isn’t Bad
	Michaelene Mundy
	R. W. Alley
	Abbey Press
	1998
	4.0
	Appropriate for kids of all ages.  Promotes healthy grieving.
	A comforting realistic look at loss for children who’ve suffered loss and the adults who care for them.  Lots of coping strategies offered throughout.
	None.
	Bibliotherapy for children who’ve suffered a loss.

	Sadako
	Eleanor Coerr
	Not given
	Dell Publishing
	1977
	4.7
	6-apr
	After the a-bomb, a child develops lukemia and races to fold 1000 paper cranes to fulfill a legend.
	Death of a child
	WWII; atom bombs; Hiroshima; lukemia; families around the world; suffering and loss; teamwork; origami 

	Saying Good-by to Grandma
(Two Reviewers)
	Jane Resh Thomas


	Marcia Sewall
	Clarion Books


	1988
	-2nd grade 
-Grades 3-8
	-K-up
-Grades 2-8
	-Suzie’s grandma passed away and on the way to the funeral she is curious and anxious about what it will be like. 
-Seven-year-old Suzie is curious and fearful about what Grandma's funeral will be like


	-Sensitive Subject
-Ensure students and parents are OK discussing this in school


	Great for parents – intro explains how best to use the book and offers guidelines

	Tear Soup: A Recipe for Healing After Loss
	Pat Schwiebert and Chuck DeKlyen
	Taylor Bills
	Grief Watch
	1999
	All Ages
	For children of all ages who have suffered a loss.
	An old woman suffers a loss (which is never disclosed!)  She makes tear soup; as she cooks she dispenses sound advice for those who are grieving.  Great illustrations!
	None.
	Bibliotherapy for children who’ve suffered a loss.

	The Saddest Time
	Norma Simon
	Jacqueline Rogers
	Albert Whitman and Company
	1986
	2.8
	K-5
	Explains death as the inevitable end to living things.  Gives 3 situations where children are faced with death and how they deal.
	Death of child.
	death of a classmate or student in school; death of a teacher or staff member; death of a family member

	The Tenth Best Thing About Barney 


	Judith Viorst
	Judith Viorst
	Atheneum Publisher
	1971
	Not given
	Not given
	In an attempt to overcome his grief, a boy tries to think of the ten best things about his dead cat.


	Not given
	Not given

	The Wall

	Bunting, Eve


	Himler, Ronald
	Houghton Mifflin
	1990

	3rd


	1st grade and above


	A father and his young son are visiting the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial to search for the name of the grandfather that the little boy has never met. 


	Students may need preparation for the sad tone of this book. The book discusses soldiers being killed in the war and losing limbs.
	This book would be effective for teaching children about war and death. It gives historical information about the Vietnam Memorial. Teaching about the Memorial will help children to learn the concept of honor and remembrance.



	When Dinosaurs Die: A Guide to Understanding Death
	Laurie Krasny Brown
	Marc Tolon Brown 
	Little Brown and Company
	1996
	2.8
	Ages 4-8
	Explains in simple language the feelings people may have regarding the death of a loved one and the ways to honor the memory of someone who has died.


	None
	Bibliotherapy for children who are suffering from a loss.

	Where the Lilies Bloom


	Vera and Bill Cleaver
	Not Given
	Harper Collins
	1969
	4th – 12th Grade (Chapter book)
	Not Given
	“Mary Call has true Appalachian grit.  When her dying father makes her promise to keep her brother and sisters together forever on the mountain and take no help from strangers, she is determined to keep her word.  No matter what.”
	This novel addresses a wide variety of “tough” issues.  The parent (father) dies, the children raise themselves, they hide a death and a body, and they have a mentally challenged sister.  Be aware of the serious nature of this book.


	This would be a very difficult book for younger students due to the situations as well as the dialect used when written.  There is very strong character development allowing for the goals “Interpretation” and “Critical Stance” to be easily addressed.  The story takes place in a rural mountainous region of North Carolina seemingly in the earlier part of the 1900’s.  The strength and independence of the main character, Mary Call, provides an opportunity for cultural discussions.




