Best Books for Cross Cultural Diversity


	Title
	Author
	Illustrator
	Publisher
	Date of Publication
	Reading Level
	Appropriateness
	Summary
	Concerns
	Uses

	ASingle Shard


	Park, Linda Sue
	Not given
	Clarion
	2002
	The main character is close to the age of the students in the target grade level, so there will be some connections that students will automatically make. The vocabulary may be difficult in some places, since the book is dealing with another culture in another era, but students should be able to overcome any obstacle that creates.
	Not Given
	Tree-ear, an orphan who lives under a bridge with his wise friend Crane-man, becomes fascinated with a nearby community of potters. Drawn by their exquisite craftsmanship, the adolescent boy begins to assist the master potter Min.
	The main character in the book does not have a real home and is an orphan. This may difficult for some students to deal with or to understand.
	The main character in the book does not have a real home and is an orphan. This may difficult for some students to deal with or to understand.

	Back to School
	Maya Ajmera and John D. Ivanko
	Not given
	Charlesbridge Pub. Inc.
	2001
	Not given
	Ages 3-8
	This book invites young minds to share the exciting experience of learning with kids just like themselves all over the world. The book uses the nearly universal theme of schools as its setting. The book shows children and their schools in 37 countries through vivid photography. The buildings might look different, the subjects and the schedules will not be the same; the narrative reinforces the theme we share, “We’re all more alike than different.”
	Not given
	Letting children point out the similarities and differences in books is a beginning step to having them do the same thing with people. 

	Chicken Soup 


	Patricia Polacco
	Patricia Polacco
	Philomel
	1992


	Not given
	Not given
	When the children hear Miss Eula longing for the fancy Easter bonnet in Mr. Kodinsky's hat shop, they plot to raise the money to buy it for her. Sharing her own family tradition, the narrator teaches the boys how to decorate Russian "pysanky" eggs, which turn a profit and touch the heart of the crotchety immigrant hat maker.
	Not given
	I read this book during the spring before we do an art activity creating “Pysansky eggs”. Our eggs are done on paper with crayon resist


	Chicken Sunday

	Patricia Polacco
	Patricia Polacco


	Philomel Books
	1992
	Grade 3
	Not given
	The girl in this story is welcomed into a Southern Baptist neighbor’s family. She and the two young boys of that family want to thank Miss Eula for the chicken dinners she makes for them on Sundays by purchasing an Easter hat for her.
	none
	This book could be used to begin a lesson on adjectives. The text is full of wonderful describing words that will spark students’ thinking about interesting words.



	Coming to America
	David Fassle & Kimberly Danforh
	Not given
	Free Spirit
	2002
	Ages 4-8
	Not given
	The girl in this story is welcomed into a Southern Baptist neighbor’s family. She and the two young boys of that family want to thank Miss Eula for the chicken dinners she makes them on Sundays by purchasing an Easter hat for her.
	None
	This book could be used to begin a lesson on adjectives. The text is full of wonderful describing words that will spark students’ thinking about interesting words.

	Cornrows
	Yarbrough, Camille
	Byard, Carole


	Coward-McCann Inc
	1979
	4th grade
	1st grade and above


	Explains how the hairstyle of cornrows, a symbol of Africa’s ancient times, today symbolizes courage of African Americans.


	Students may need to be prepared before reading this by talking to them about accepting other cultures.
	This book provides opportunities to teach about the rich African culture.  It also includes information about ancient African spirits, clans, symbols and villages. It discusses slavery and discusses African American heroes such as Martin Luther King and Rosa Parks. This would be a great book for Black History Month.



	Fallen Angels
	Walter Dean Myers
	Not given
	Scholastic 
	1988
	8-12
	9-12
	A young man tries to escape a hard home life only to find himself trying to survive the Vietnam War. 
	Language; Violence
	Setting; Character; Historical Fiction; Diversity; Survival

	Goin’

Someplace

Special
	Patricia C. McKissack
	Jerry Pinkney
	Scholastic, Inc.
	2001
	3.2
	Ages 4-8
	Set in the South in the 1950s, ‘Trica Ann is delighted to be able to go “someplace special” all by herself, but when she is faced with signs reading “For Whites Only,” she must find the courage inside to continue her journey to the public library, where everyone is welcome.
	Use caution when discussing cultural practices in the past- may be some sensitivity based on prior experience.
	Bibliotherapy for teaching differences between different cultures and the values of those cultures.

	How My Parents Learned to Eat


	Friedman, Ina
	Allen Say
	New York: Houghton Mifflin
	1984
	4-8
	Not given 


	A great picture book about a young girl her American father and Japanese mother and how they mesh their different cultures.
	Not Given
	study of Japanese culture

	I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
	Maya Angelou
	Not given
	Bantam Books
	1969
	7-12
	9-10
	This is Semi-autobiographical story of Marguerite, a young black girl, who suffers abuse, neglect, and racism as she moves between family members.
	Sexual Abuse
	Point of View; Theme; Diversity; Poverty

	Jamela’s Dress


	Niki Daly
	Niki Daly
	Sunburst Book


	1999
	2nd Grade
	K-2
	Jamela is supposed to be watching the beautiful new material her mom bought to make a dress.  She sees no harm in parading down the street and showing off the lovely fabric.  
	Hard names to say, few difficult vocabulary words


	cross cultural diversity, responsibility



	Kira-Kira
	Kadohata, Cynthia
	Not given
	Simon & Schuster/Athenem
	2004
	Told from the point of view of a young girl, students should be able to identify with the character and make connections that are relevant to their own lives. This book may appeal more to the girls than to the boys in the class, simply because the main character is a girl.


	Not given
	Kadohata's tenderly nuanced novel glitters with plain and poignant words that describe the strong love within a Japanese American family from the point of view of younger sister Katie. Personal challenges and family tragedy are set against the oppressive social climate of the South during the 1950s and 1960s
	Because the story is set in the American South during the 1950s and 1960s, issues of racism and prejudice are presented. 


	Uses in the Classroom:

· With literature circle groups reading a selection of books on cultural diversity, family relationships, prejudice & racism, or growing up

· To compliment a social studies unit on Japanese-American relations following WWII



	Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters
	John Steptoe
	John Steptoe
	Not given
	1987
	3.4
	Not given
	Two beautiful sisters are offerered to the king as wives. One sets off to make certain she is the chosen one.
	None.
	Black History/African Folktale

Caldecott Honor Book

	My Forbidden Face 
	Latifa
	Not given
	Hyperion
	2001
	8-10
	8-10
	Reaching Goals Autobiography of a girl whose dreams are destroyed after the Taliban takes over Afghanistan.
	Not given
	Point of View; Setting; Current Events; Afghanistan; Diversity 

	Nadia’s Hands
	Karen English
	Jonathoan Weiner
	Boyds Mills Press
	1991
	4th grade
	K-12
	Nadia is the flower girl in her aunt’s traditional Pakistani wedding. Nadia’s hands must be painted for the wedding. Nadia worries that her classmates won’t understand her hands, and then finally accepts that they are part of her heritage.
	None
	This book would be a great opening for a unit on customs and traditions from various cultures around the world. Younger students would enjoy hearing a variety of these types of books. After learning about several different customs, they can draw a pictures of one of the customs and write the culture it comes from. This would make a great bulletin board display of multiculturalism. This book can also teach older children about cultural diversity. After hearing the story, they could choose another culture to research. Then, they could compose a research paper on their culture and its traditions. 

	Night
	Elie Wiesel 
	Not given
	Bantam
	1960
	8-12
	8-10
	Elie must struggle to save his father, his life, and his faith during their time in Auschwitz.  
	Holocaust
	Setting; Theme; Holocaust Literature; Survival; Diversity

	People
	Peter Spier
	Not given
	Bantam
	1960
	8-12
	8-10
	Elie must struggle to save his father, his life, and his faith during their time in Auschwitz.
	Holocaust
	Setting; Theme; Holocaust Literature; Survival; Diversity

	Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry
	Mildred D. Taylor
	Max Ginsburg
	Penquin USA Inc.
	1976
	6.9
	Ages 10 and up
	Cassie Logan lives in Mississippi during the 1930s. As the black descendant of slave grandparents, Cassie does not understand why she is not treated the same as the white children. This is the story of how her family survives through racial attacks and economic struggles. 
	Contains subject of violence and suicide.
	Connecting to history through reading, and improving skills of cause and effect. 

	Slam
	Walter Dean Myers
	Not given
	Scholastic 
	1996
	6-9
	6-9
	Slam, an inner-city basketball star, fights to rectify his dreams of greatness with his teenage apathy and friends.
	Drugs; Tobacco 
	Plot; Character; Literary Technique; Diversity; Cross-Cultural Friendship; Peer Pressure; Responsibility; Reaching Goals

	The Bean Trees
	Barbara Kingsolver
	Not given
	Harper Collins
	1988
	9-12
	9-12
	Taylor leaves Kentucky to escape the inevitable house wife life, but she finds herself as guardian of a abandoned baby.
	Allusion to Sexual Abuse
	Point of View; Literary Technique; Hispanic and Native American Literature; Diversity; Cross-Cultural Friendship; Sharing; Poverty; Responsibility

	The Contender
	Robert Lipsyte
	Not given
	Harper Trophy
	1969
	6-9
	6-9
	A boxer must make tough choices about loyalty to friends and self as he tries to stay afloat in a tough ghetto.
	Gangs
	Diversity; Poverty; Responsibility; Reaching Goals Choices; Theme

	The House on Mango Street
	Sandra Cisneros
	Not given
	Vintage Books
	1984
	7-12
	9-10
	This is  collection of short stories about Hispanic girls who grow up to come to terms with traditional gender roles in their community.
	Not given
	Narrative Style; Point of View; Hispanic Literature

	The Joy Luck Club
	Amy Tan
	Not given
	Ivy Books
	1990
	9-12
	10-12
	This is a short story collection that tells of two generations of women, one immigrant and one American born, come to terms with each other about being modern Asian women
	Not given
	Narrative Style; Asian-American Literature; Marriage, Diversity; Survival

	The Patchwork Quilt 


	Flournoy, Valerie
	Jerry Pinkney
	Dial Books
	1985
	4-8
	
	A picture book about a young African-American girl who helps her Mother to complete a quilt her Grandmother started. The quilt tells their family story.


	
	exploring folklore

	The Table Where Rich People Sit
	Byrd Baylor
	Peter Parnall
	Aladdin Paperbacks
	1998
	3.5
	Ages 7-10
	“We’re Poor”, Mountain Girl insists at a family meeting around their homemade kitchen table. Her parents, who love the outdoors and their independent way of life, disagree. And as her family attempts to calculate the value of the desert hills, the colors of booming cactus, and the calls of eagles and great horned owls, Mountain Girl realizes that she, too, knows they are rich beyond measure.
	None
	Biotherapy for teaching difference between different cultures and the values of those cultures.

	Too Many Tamales
(Three Reviewers)

	Gary Soto


	Ed Martinez
	G. P. Putnam’s Sons
	1993


	-Grade 2

-2nd grade
	K and above


	-Maria tries on her mother’s wedding ring and accidentally loses it while making tamales for the families Christmas party. 

-Maria decides to try on her mother’s wedding ring while helping to make tamales for the family Christmas party. Later she panics when she realizes the ring is missing. 
-Maria tries on her mother’s wedding ring while helping make tamales for a Christmas family gathering. Panic ensures when she discovers the ring is missing.


	None
	-Family holiday traditions: What are traditions? What traditions do you and your family have at the holiday season. Choose your favorite and write about and illustrate it. Combine the students’ traditions into a class book that can be sent home with a different student each night to share with their family.

-The Hispanic culture is presented throughout this book, which could lead to lessons about the culture. Spanish words are also included throughout that the students could learn.
-Our school has a large ELL population and I include this book at Christmas during our discussion on different family traditions

	When Clay Sings
	Byrd Baylor
	Tom Bahti
	Simon & Schuster
	1972
	3.0
	Ages 6-9
	Tells the story of Southwest Native American culture through pieces of broken pottery lying in the desert sands. Great Artwork
	None.
	Native American unit. 

Caldecott Honor Book

	Whoever You Are
	Mem Fox
	Leslie Staub
	Harcourt Brace and Company
	1997
	4-8/1.5-2.0
	Not given
	This multicultural book shares the many differences between people in the world (with different languages, lifestyles, occupations, and color) however; we learn that all people share many similarities in life as well (love, friendship, feelings).
	Not given
	This is an excellent book to use in the classroom for lessons on cultural diversity.  Students can participate in discussions on the differences and similarities among the families, traditions, and backgrounds of children in the classroom.  As a class, students can create a graphic depicting these differences and similarities.  


