Best Books on Sharing

	Title
	Author
	Illustrator
	Publisher
	Date of Publication
	Reading Level
	Appropriateness
	Summary
	Concerns
	Uses

	A Circle of Friends
	Glora Carmi
	Not given
	Star Bright Books
	2003
	1.5
	Ages 3-8
	When a young boy anonymously shares his snack with a homeless man, he begins a cycle of good will. A touching story that demonstrates the powerful effect that a simple gesture can have. Without a single written word, it effectively speaks of helping, sharing and caring.
	None
	The teaching of true caring and sharing.

	Everybody Takes Turns
	Dorothy Corey
	Lois Axeman
	A. Whitman
	1980
	1.2
	K-1
	Teaching students how to take turns.
	None.
	Everyone takes turns; importance of turn-taking; cause and effect; predictable text; retelling

	Holes


	Louis Sachar


	Vladimir Radunsky


	Scholastic Inc.
	1998
	5.2
	9-12 Ages
	Stanley Yelnats' family has endured misfortune throughout time, and Stanley is no exception. He is mistakenly accused of a crime and sent to Camp Green Lake, where digging holes is supposed to build character. Stanley finds more than character; he finds friendship, justice, and even treasure.


	Not given
	Introduce the genre of “realistic fiction”, and work on skills with Cause & Effect, Story Elements.



	It’s Mine!

(Five Reviewers)
	Leo Lionni
	Leo Lionni
	-Alfred A. Knopf

-Knopf: Distributed by Random House 

-Dragonfly Books
	1986, 1996
	-4-9/2.0-2.5

-Grades 2-5

-1st or 2nd Grade

-1.5
	K- up 

Ages 3-7 
	-Three selfish frogs argue over who owns their pond- the water, earth, and air.  When a storm hits it makes them value the benefits of sharing.

-Three frogs selfishly argue about who 

owns the air, the water, and the earth with their chants of “It’s Mine!”  After a traumatic storm reunites the group, the frogs begin to realize that sharing and friendship make the world more peaceful and beautiful!

-Three selfish frogs quarrel over who owns their pond and island, until a storm makes them value the benefits of sharing

- Three selfish frogs quarrel over who owns their pond and island, until a storm makes them value the benefits of sharing.

-Classic tale about three childlike frogs who learn a valuable lesson about cooperation is now available in paperback.
	Not given
	-Students can discuss the importance of sharing.  As an activity, students can bring in a communal item for the entire class to share (pencils, food, paper, books, toys, etc.)

· Students will understand the importance of sharing.  Have students write a story that is similar to this. 

· Teaching cooperation.

	My Daddy and Me
	Spinelli, Jerry
	Seymour Chwast
	Knopf Books for Young Readers
	2003
	This is another picture book.


	Not given
	In a loving tribute to fathers and sons, Newbery Medalist Jerry Spinelli and New Yorker artist Seymour Chwast join talents to celebrate the very best moment of the day: when daddy comes home.
	No specific cautions noted with this picture book.


	· As a part of an author study on Jerry Spinelli

· As part of a character education unit



	Rainbow Fish


	Marcus Pfister


	Marcus Pfister


	North South Books
	1992
	1st-2nd grade
	K-2
	This is the well-known story of a fish that has beautiful scales.  All of the other fish beg rainbow fish to share the sparkling scales with them.  It is the octopus who teaches the lesson that sharing is the only way to true happiness.  


	None
	After reading this book, students could participate in an activity which reinforces the lesson taught in this book.  Crayons should be distributed so that some students have all blue crayons; some have all yellow; some have all red; etc.    Students would be asked to decorate the fish without sharing supplies.  Students could then discuss the results.  Next, students could group themselves into small groups and decorate a new fish with shared supplies.  A comparison of the resulting fish would prove to students that sharing produces greater rewards.  



	Sharing
	Susan Riley
	Not given
	Child’s World
	1978
	2.2
	K-2
	Talks about things that can be shared and how to share them.
	Not given
	How to share; things that can be shared; rhyming text; reading group

	Speak
	Laurie Halse Anderson
	Not given
	Penguin
	1999
	7-10
	8-9
	A high school girl inexplicably stops speaking as she becomes the school outcast because she tattles on her school mates.
	Mystery
	Narrative Style; Sharing; Survival

	Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes
	Chris Crutcher
	Not given
	Harper Collins
	1993
	7-12
	8-10
	Two friends help each other through adolescence as one battles weight and the other humiliating scars from a secret past.
	Physical abuse
	Point of View; Sharing; Survival

	Stone Soup 


	Marcia Brown
	Marcia Brown
	Aladdin Picture Books
	1947
	Not given
	Not given
	When three hungry soldiers come to a town where all the food has been hidden, they set out to make soup of water and stones, and all the town enjoys a feast.

	Not given
	Not given

	The Blackberry Mouse


	Matthew Grimsdale
	Tony Linsell
	Templar Company
	1999
	2
	Not given
	Mouse is so selfish he won’t share any of his blackberries with his friends. When Mr. Fox tries to steal Mouse’s berries the other animals help him in spite of his selfishness. Mouse learns his lesson through their kindness.


	none
	Not given

	The pigeon Finds a Hot Dog
	Mo Willems
	Same
	Hyperion 
	2004
	3.0
	Ages 4-8
	Pigeon finds a hot dog and wants to shove the whole thing in his beak; but a hungry duckling arrives on the scene and wants a bite.  Very funny.
	None
	Character Education, Sharing

	The Rag Coat

When 


	Mills, Lauren
	Mills, Lauren
	Little Brown and Company
	1991
	3rd grade
	K and above


	Minna is old enough to start school she needs a new coat. Her community helps her make a new coat by sharing their clothing scraps. When Minna wears her new coat to school the children make fun of it until she shares all the stories that each piece of cloth represents.
	Minna’s father dies in the story.
	This heartwarming story is filled with valuable themes to teach students including sharing, community, and bravery.  Students can also learn history of the Appalachian region and about story telling.

	The Runaway Rice Cake


	Ying Chang Compestine


	Not given
	Simon & Schuster
	2001
	Ages 5 to 8


	Not given
	You've heard of the gingerbread man who ran away to keep from being eaten, right? Well, in this story, the Chang family has only enough rice to make one nian-gao, a special rice cake for Chinese New Year. But the rice cake doesn't want to be gobbled up, so it runs away. Will the Changs catch up with it?
	Not given
	Ying Chang Compestine's heartwarming story conveys an important message about sharing and compassion.



	The Selfish Giant


	Wilde, Oscar
	S. Saelig Gallagher
	New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons.
	1995
	9th-12th grade class
	Not given
	This classic fairy tale tells the tale of a selfish giant that learns what love is from the children that play in his garden.


	some religious overtones
	genre study of fairytales



	The Teddy Bear


	David McPhail 


	Not given
	Henry Holt and Company
	2002
	Ages 4 to 8


	Not given
	A small boy loses his beloved teddy bear and, when found, it is put out with the trash.  A homeless man adopts the bear and takes it with him wherever he goes.  By chance, nearly a year later, the boy finds the bear on a park bench and happily rescues it.  When he sees the distress the loss of his bear causes the homeless man, the boy recognizes the greater need and returns it to the man.  This is a beautiful story that every child should experience.  


	
	Not given

	Thidwick The Big-Hearted Moose


	Dr. Seuss
	Dr. Seuss
	Random House Books for Young Readers
	1948
	This is a picture book that should be an easy read for students in the target grade level. It might be best utilized as a teacher read aloud incorporated into a lesson.


	Not given
	Illus. in color. The story of a moose who was too hospitable for his own good "is told in verses which march in double-quick time. The pictures are scenes of happy confusion."--The New York Times. 


	Middle school age students may not think it ‘cool’ to read a picture book.


	· As part of an author study on Dr. Seuss

As part of a character education unit

	Too Close Friends


	Shen Roddie
	Sally Anne Lambert
	Dial Books
	1998
	K-2 (picture book)
	Not given
	“Hippo and his neighbor Pig are very good friends until Hippo trims the hedge between their two houses.”
	None noted.
	This book could be used as a read aloud for 3rd or 4th grade to address point of view.  Create a 2-column chart on the board or overhead.  Title one column “Hippo” and the other column “Pig”.  Beneath each name and side by side, have the students write how each character interpreted a given situation and discuss the differences in terms of “point of view”.  In addition, it could easily be used for class discussions addressing friendship and privacy, an individuals need for “space”.

	We Share Everything


	Robert Munsch


	Michael Martchenko
	Scholastic
	2000
	1st-2nd grade
	K-2
	This is a silly story about two children learning to share in a kindergarten classroom.


	None
	This story could be used to introduce the mathematical concept of fair shares. Two children can be asked to role play the characters in the story.  Another child can role play the teacher.  The teacher will be faced with dilemmas such as how to divide ten crayons between the two students.  The “audience” can suggest ways for the teacher to solve this dilemma.  If students fail to effectively divide the materials, the teacher can show them how to divide materials evenly.   

Note:  I highly suggest an author study on Robert Munsch for students in 1st or 2nd grade.  They really get into his writing.  At the end of the study, students can write him letters and he will respond.  Typically, he inserts student names into a story and sends the story with his response.  


