Best Books on Poverty

	Title
	Author
	Illustrator
	Publisher
	Date of Publication
	Reading Level
	Appropriateness
	Summary
	Concerns
	Uses

	A Chair for My Mother
(Two Reviewers)
	Vera B. Williams
	Vera B. Williams
	Scholastic
	1982


	Grades 2-3


	Not given
	-A family struggles and works together saving coins to purchase a chair for the hardworking mother to rest her feet in at night.

-Rosa, her waitress mother, and her grandmother save dimes to buy a 
comfortable armchair after all their furniture is lost in a fire. 


	None.
	-Discuss/write: What would you use the coins for if you could by something special for someone else and why?

-I read this story also when we are discussing the concept of needs and wants.

	A Single Shard 


	Linda Sue Park
	N/A
	Yearling
	2001
	5th-12th Grade (Chapter book)
	Not given
	“Tree-ear, a thirteen-year-old orphan in medieval Korea, lives under a bridge in a potters’ village, and longs to learn how to throw the delicate celadon ceramics himself.”

     “Foraging in fields and on rubbish heaps, and sharing the food with his friend Crane-man, used to be enough to fill Tree-ears’ days.  But now all Tree ear wants to do is watch master potter Min at work…Min is the most brilliant of all the potters in Ch’ulp’o…”


	This novel is imbedded in an ancient and foreign culture.  Initially, it is difficult to understand.  This becomes easier as you become engrossed in the text.  Also, the vocabulary is quite advanced and could become problematic for struggling or younger readers but could be easily discussed during a read-aloud.


	This is a well-written book full of “moral lessons”.  There are many cultural lessons that could be addressed as well (orphans, Korea, history – 12th century, etc.).  There is also an overriding artistic theme, being that the characters are potters, and a theme addressing differences in values – what is most important/valuable.  Have the students write about the “things” in their lives that they value and why they value them.  Allow volunteers to share their writing.  This activity would do well before, during, or after reading the story.



	Beatrice’s Goat
	Page McBrier
	Lori Lohstoeter;

Hillary Rodham Clinton (afterword)
	Aladdin Paperbacks
	2004
	3.0
	Ages 4-8
	Beatrice, a girl who lives in a small African village, dreams of going to school, but her family is too poor. Then her family receives a wonderful gift from a charitable organization that makes it possible for Beatrice to attend school.


	None
	This book is appropriate for use for the discussion of poverty and how with enough courage anyone can make their dreams come true.

	Bone Button Borscht

	Aubrey Davis
	Dusan Petricic
	Kid Can Press
	1995 

	Ages 6 to 8
	Not given
	Based on the classic French tale, Stone Soup, this is the story of a ragged beggar who arrives in a town in hopes of finding some food.  When he is refused by the townspeople, who insist they are too poor to help a stranger, he promises he'll cook up a "miracle" borscht made of buttons.  As the townspeople begin to get excited about the miracle borscht and start to contribute some of their own food, they learn the joy of sharing. The text and illustrations succeed in showing the beautiful transformation of a cold uncaring town into a wonderful community by a heroic beggar who believes his begging brings out the good in people. 


	Not given
	Teachers can use this book to discuss with their children the rewards of sharing with those less fortunate.

	December.


	Bunting, Eve
	David Diaz
	Florida: Voyager Books
	1997
	4-8

Classroom
	Not given
	A beautifully inspiring story of true holiday spirit through the eyes of an impoverished child and mother living in a cardboard box.


	Not given
	Paidea seminar on miracles



	Esperanza Rising


	Ryan, Pam Munoz
	Not given
	Scholastic Press
	2002
	This book should appeal to girls and boys, and they will be able to relate to the main character’s growth from child to young adult. The historical aspects of the story should also appeal to students who are interested in the history of 20th century America. There may be some unfamiliar vocabulary that students will need assistance with.


	Not given
	Pampered thirteen-year-old Esperanza and her mother are forced to flee Mexico following her father's sudden death and his brothers' takeover of their land. In a California migrant-worker camp, they encounter poverty and racism that are mitigated by the support of family and friends. Esperanza's response to the fall from privileged life into a 1930s, immigrant experience transforms her from a spoiled child into a strong adolescent.
	This novel deals with difficult issues like racism and poverty in early 20th century California.


	· With literature circle groups reading selections of books dealing with poverty, racism, cultural diversity, death, single-parent families, or growing up

To compliment a social studies unit on the Great Depression, on migrant workers, or on California history

	Five Little Peppers and How they Grew
	Margaret Sidney
	Not given
	Dell
	1985
	5.4
	Middle
	5 Pepper children and Mother live in poverty since death of dad. Misadventure almost leads to tragedy, but a boy named Jasper comes into their lives.
	Need historical background
	Single parent; working together; responsibility; poverty; overcoming adversity

	Fly Away Home

	Bunting, Eve
	Himler, Ronald
	Houghton Mifflin
	1991
	2nd


	all ages
	A young homeless boy lives in the airport with his father. They move from terminal to terminal trying to blend in and not be noticed. The young boy is given hope after seeing a trapped bird escape to freedom.
	It may be difficult for certain students to grasp the concept of being homeless.
	Students can learn and discuss what it means and how it feels to be homeless.

	Fly Away Home
	Eve Bunting
	Ronald Himler
	Clarion Books
	1991
	5-9/2.0-2.5
	Not given
	Andrew and his Dad are homeless living in an airport; hoping one day to save enough money to rent an apartment.  Financial freedom is a dream shared among Andrew, his dad and similar friends living in the airport.


	Not given
	This is an excellent book, which describes what life is like in poverty.  The characters are not stereotypical poverty-stricken people, which illustrate the reality that all types of people become homeless.  Students can discuss issues that lead to poverty and proactive measures to help those in need.  The class could collect food items, clothing, and other donations to give to homeless shelters.

	Fly Away Home

(Two Reviewers)
	Eve Bunting
	Ronald Himler
	Clarion Books
	1991, 1993
	-3rd or 4th
-3.0
	-Elementary School – Middle School (Possibly High School if there is need to address homelessness)
-Ages 4-8
	-Andrew and his dad are living in an airport.  This story tells of their lives.  There is a powerful comparison between their lives and that of a bird that is trapped in the terminal one day.  

-Will Andrew and Dad ever have a home of their own? ". . . A small child narrates the facts of his homeless existence--sleeping sitting up, washing in the restroom, and above all, avoiding being noticed . . .


	-Topics in this book should be addressed delicately.  There may be students in the class dealing with similar situations 
-Story does not provide a solution to the problem.
	-This book can be used in several ways.  It can be used to simply to make children aware that there are homeless people who are basically just like them, only down on their luck.  It could also be used to teach symbolism.  The symbolism between the bird and the boy is very strong.  Students could be encouraged to use symbolism in their writings following this story.  Finally, the book provides a great opportunity to work with predictions and writing endings.  The story ends with Andrew feeling sad and angry.  He desperately wants a home of his own.  Students could predict whether he will or will not leave the airport and write a continuation to the story. 

-Develop awareness of poverty and what is involved.

	Grapes of Wrath


	John Steinbeck
	None
	The Viking Press
	1939, 1967
	8th grade 


	11th or 12th grade
	The Joads and several other sharecroppers have been forced out of their farms by the banks.   Suddenly, they are homeless, poor, hungry, and hated.  This is the story of their desperate attempts at survival.


	language, violence, graphic descriptions of starvation
	I think this book would best be used in a history class.  It would help students understand the desperation of Americans during the Dust Bowl and the Great Depression.  Book discussions and essays could be assigned which address the implications this book holds for our society, both at the time of publication and today.



	Great Expectations
	Charles Dickens
	Not given
	Signet
	Signet 1960; Originally 1860
	9-12
	9-12
	Pip knows that the only way to get Estella to marry him is to be a gentleman.  Suddenly wealthy he finds himself up against other bigger problems and unrequited love.
	Not given
	C lassic; Literary Technique; Theme; British Literature Marriage; Poverty

	Hope Was Here


	Bauer, Joan
	Not given
	G.P. Putnam’s Sons
	2001
	Girls will find this book more appealing than boys, because the main character is a girl. The age of the main character is a bit older than the target grade level, but this also adds to the appeal.
	Not given
	Sixteen-year-old Hope and her aunt move to a small town in Wisconsin to join the "short order dance" of life at the Welcome Stairways Diner. In the course of just a few months, Hope encounters issues as diverse as her customers: corruption in politics, a new love, serious illness and the meaning of family.
	The main character must deal with serious social and emotional issues throughout the course of the novel.
	· With literature circle groups reading a selection of books dealing with poverty, blended or single-parent families, family relationships, friendships, love & romance, or growing up



	Out of the Dust


	Karen Hesse


	Not given
	Scholastic Inc.
	1997
	5.1
	9-12 Ages
	In a series of poems, fifteen-year-old Billie Jo relates the hardships of living on her family's wheat farm in Oklahoma during the dust bowl years of the Depression.
	The way the story is written, all in poems, may confuse and frustrate some students.
	Use to teach different uses of poems, and the topics of Cause & Effect, Main Idea/Details



	Rocket Boys
	Homer Hickam
	Not given
	Delta
	1998
	9-12
	9-10
	Homer and a group of boys in a dead-end Appalachian town change their destinies by winning physics and rocketry contests.
	Not given
	Setting;

Nonfiction; Poverty;

Reaching Goals

	Something Beautiful


	Sharon Dennis Wyeth



	Chris K. Soentpiet


	Dragonfly Books


	1998


	2nd Grade


	K-5


	A young girl finds beauty in many different forms when she goes looking for something “beautiful” in her city neighborhood.


	None found
	poverty, looking beyond the cover



	Sounder
(Two Reviewers)

	William H. Armstrong


	Not given


	Perennial Library
	1972, 1989
	-Middle Grades
-6.5

	-Grades 2 – 8
-5th-8th

	-Young Walter litters and refuses to sort trash for recycling, until he dreams of an overcrowded and polluted future which terrifies him into taking care of the earth. 
-Young African boy’s innocent father is put in jail for stealing from a white man. Learning to read brings boy hope.
	Civil history background; gruesome; mature aud.; dad and dog die This may be a sensitive topic for students of a lower socioeconomic status. The little girl in the book also mentions that her father can’t work for the union because he is colored and a half-breed Indian.
	-http://www.mhschool.com/reading/2005/student/activity.php3?

story=135

6 internet activities from McMillian/McGraw Hill

-Overcoming diversity; poverty; single parent home

	Tar Beach

	Ringgold, Faith


	Ringgold, Faith
	Scholastic
	1991
	2-3 grade
	2nd grade and above
	This story takes place in 1939 on the tarred roof of a Harlem apartment building where eight-year old African American, Cassie Louise Lightfoot, expresses her wishes and dreams. Her strong imagination allows her to rise above the boundaries of her socioeconomic status.
	
	Although this book has a readability level for very young students, the issues in this book are appropriate for upper grades. Ringgold alludes to the practice of excluding African Americans and other minorities from unions. This topic could be discussed and examined. This book is a story quilt and younger students could use this book as an inspiration to create their own story quilts.

	The Bean Trees
	Barbara Kingsolver
	Not given
	Harper Collins
	1988
	9-12
	9-12
	Taylor leaves Kentucky to escape the inevitable house wife life, but she finds herself as guardian of a abandoned baby.
	Allusion to Sexual Abuse
	Diversity; Cross-Cultural Friendship; Sharing; Poverty; Responsibility

	The Contender
	Robert Lipsyte
	Not given
	Harper Trophy
	1969
	6-9
	6-9
	A boxer must make tough choices about loyalty to friends and self as he tries to stay afloat in a tough ghetto.
	Gangs
	Diversity; Poverty; Responsibility; Reaching Goals Choices; Theme

	The Crossing
	Gary Paulsen
	
	Laurel-Leaf Books
	1990
	6.0
	Ages 12-17
	Manny Bustos is an orphan, scrabbling for survival on the streets of Juáurez, Mexico. He sleeps in a cardboard box and fights with boys bigger and older than him for the coins American tourists through off the bridge between El Paso, Texas, and his town.

Across the border, Sergeant Robert S. Locke, Vietnam vet and Army prefect, searches for a way to drown the cries for help of his dead friends, and finds it in Cutty Sark whiskey. On the night Manny dares the crossing, through the muddy shallows of the Rio Grande, past searchlights and border patrol, in the hopes of a better life, the two meet in an explosive encounter that fills the night with tension and endless possibilities.
	None
	Great book for presenting poverty in an adventurous light and not as a be-all-end-all situation to be in.  This book does offer hope.

	The Rag Coat 


	Lauren Mills
	Lauren Mills
	Philomel Books
	1997
	Not given
	Not given
	This is a story about a little girl whose classmates make fun of her because of her multi-colored coat and how she over comes her embarrassment.
	Not given
	I read this story when we are discussing the concept of needs and wants

	The Table Where Rich People Sit

(Two Reviewers)



	Byrd Baylor


	Peter Parnall


	Atheneum Books


	1994


	2nd Grade
	-1st-up

-2nd grade and above
	-A girl discovers that her family is rich in the things that really matter in life.  Money is not everything to her.

- A young girl asks her parents why they say they’re rich when they really have very little money.  The story provides readers with another meaning of rich.
	Arrangement of words is a little difficult to read
	This book teaches valuable lessons about how we can still be rich without having money.

	To Kill a Mockingbird
	Harper Lee
	Not given
	Warner Books 
	1960
	7-12
	9-10
	This classic is a Southern tale of a young tomboy, Scout, who learns to accept those who can’t stand up for themselves, including a recluse and a black man accused of rape.
	Racially charged language; rape 
	Theme; Cross Cultural Friendship; Poverty

Setting; Historical Fiction

	Uncle Willie and the Soup Kitchen

	DyAnneDiSalvo-Ryan
	DyAnne DiSalvo-Ryan
	Morrow Junior Books
	1991
	Ages 5 to 7
	Not given
	When a young boy spends the day with his Uncle Willie working in the soup kitchen, his eyes are opened to a world he never knew existed. Meeting people like the can man, the butcher, and the sleeping woman, whom he had always neglected to notice before, the boy begins to understand their needs, generosity, and hard work. DiSalvo-Ryan adds a refreshing element to the common theme of a child spending a day with an adult: the importance of charity. 


	Not given
	This story provides a wonderful opportunity for parents to introduce their children to issues of homelessness and poverty and the ways in which some people try to help.


