Best Books on Pets /Responsibility

	Title
	Author
	Illustrator
	Publisher
	Date of Publication
	Reading Level
	Appropriateness
	Summary
	Concerns
	Uses

	A Single Shard
	Linda Sue Park
	Not given
	Random House
	2001
	6.2
	Middle/high
	Tree-ear is an an orphan in a 12th century Korean potter’s village. He dreams of one day becoming a potter. He is sent to the King’s court to show master Min’s pots.
	None
	Past (12century); descriptive language; homelessness; Korean culture

	Animals Can Be Special Friends
	Dorothy Chlad 
	Lydia Halverson
	Chilldren’s Press
	1985
	1.6
	K-2
	Rules for taking care of pets and handling wild animals. 
	None
	Different animals and their habitats; how to care for animals; responsibility; animal danger

	Arthur’s Pet Business 


	Marc Brown
	Marc Brown
	Not given
	1990
	Not given
	Not given
	Arthur's determination to prove he is responsible enough to have a puppy brings him a menagerie of animals to care for.


	Not given
	During our author study of Marc Brown we have a Pet Day where the students bring in their pet or a stuffed animal that they pretend is their pet. They also write a report on the care that their pet needs and what they do to help care for their pet. This report is read to the class when they show their pet. At the end of Pet Day I compile the reports and a picture of the student and their pet into a Pet Care Book.



	Bathtime for Biscuit
	Alyssa Satin Capucilli
	Pat Schories
	HarperTrophy
	1999
	1.2
	Ages 3-6
	Everything is ready for Biscuit to take a bath 'everything except Biscuit! After rolling in the mud and playing in the garden with his friend Puddles, will Biscuit ever get clean?
	None
	Teaching animal responsibility.

	Because of Winn Dixie
(Three Reviewers)
	Kate DiCamillo
	
	Candlewick Press
	2001
	-4.8
-4.1
-This young adult novel is hard to put down once you get started reading it. Students will be able to make relevant connections to the main character and her friendship with her dog. Additional 

quirky characters add interest to the story.


	Ages 8-12
	-Ten-year-old India Opal Buloni describes her first summer in the town of Naomi, Florida, and all the good things that happen to her because of her big ugly dog Winn-Dixie. 
-During her first summer in a Florida town, Opal's yearning for her missing mother and companionship, leads the young girl to her first new friend; an ugly dog with a winning smile. 
-In this warm and insightful tale, ten-year-old India Opal Buloni meets a very unusual catalyst for curing her loneliness in a small-town Winn-Dixie grocery store.
	None
	-Great for teaching true friendship and companionship between people and animals.
·  With literature circle groups reading a selection of books dealing with pets & responsibility, divorce, cross cultural friendship, or family relationships

· As a comparison study with the newly released movie

-Introduce the genre of “realistic fiction”, and work on skills with Cause & Effect, Story Elements.

Theme:  Animals, Family, Relationships

	Charlotte’s Web
	E.B. White
	Garth Williams
	Scholastic Inc.

	1952  
	4.9

	9-12 Ages 
	A young pig with the grim future of most pigs, and Charlotte, the barn spider who decides to make it her goal to save him from the farmer's axe in this heartwarming classic.
	Not given
	Introduction to classic literature, and improve skills of story elements & making inferences. Animals, Relationships & Families (Friends), Character/Virtues (Honesty & Compassion, Self-Esteem & Respect)

	John Philip Duck


	Patricia Polacco
	Patricia Polacco
	Philomel
	2004
	1st-5th Grade
	Not given
	“When young Edward first brought his tiny wild duck to the grand hotel where he worked with his pa, his only thought was to keep it hidden.  After all, he just needed a warm place for his little pet to stay during the day.  Everyone helped keep his secret.  Until one day, when Mr. Schutt, the blustery hotel manager, discovered the duck swimming in the lobby fountain!  Surprised but not defeated, Edward showed Mr. Schutt how his duck could perform, even march to a John Philip Sousa tune.”  
	None noted 
	Create a dialog jacket to describe and illustrate Edward and Mr. Schutt and their relationship.  Lay a piece of paper or construction paper lengthwise.  Fold the ends in until they meet in the center and each end is folded as 1/4th of the sheet.  On each end, have the students write a descriptive paragraph of a character.  Have the students unfold the ends and, on the middle section, write dialog from the text that is descriptive of the character’s relationship.  Finally, on the back (outside), have the students illustrate each character.



	Julius 

	Angela Johnson
	Dav Pilkey
	Orchard Books
	1993
	Not given
	Not given
	Maya’s grandfather brings her a pig from Alaska and the two of them learn about fun and sharing together.


	Not given
	I use this story to jumpstart the students on a creative writing about a pet that does unusual things.

	Love That Dog   


	Creech, Sharon
	Joanna Cotler Books
	Harper Collins
	2002
	Easy to read and understand, this book is good for reluctant readers, as well as for those who enjoy reading poetry.


	Not given
	Spare free verse poems tell the moving story of a boy coming to terms with loss and grief, through his reluctant discovery of the power of poetry.
	The free verse poems deal with death and grieving.


	· With literature circle groups reading a selection of books dealing with pets & responsibility or death

· As part of an author study on Sharon Creech

· As part of a poetry unit – free verse



	Muggie Maggie
	Beverly Cleary
	Kay Life
	William Morrow and Conpany
	1990
	2nd-4th Grade
	Not given
	“Maggie resists learning cursive writing in the third grade, until she discovers that knowing how to read and write cursive promises to open up an entirely new world of knowledge for her.”
	Maggie is openly defiant of her parent’s and teacher’s directions.
	This would be a great read aloud at the beginning of third grade before beginning cursive writing.  Play the “Cursive Code”.  Create a stacked of preprogrammed cards with clues written in cursive that will help them solve a “mystery”.  Divide the class into teams, giving each team a set of cards.  See who will be the first team to decode the “Cursive Code” and solve the mystery.



	My Mama Needs Me



	Mildred Pitts Walter


	Pat Cummings
	Lothrop, Lee, & Shepard Books


	1983
	2nd Grade
	K-up
	All Jason wants to do is help his mother with the new baby but he isn’t exactly sure what he can do.   


	A few words concerned about with certain younger grades
	new baby, responsibility

	Oh, Look!


	Patricia Polacco
	Patricia Polacco
	P hilomel
	2004
	1st-3rd Grade
	Not given
	This is the story of three goats that get out of their fence and the adventure they have.  It isn’t until they have a little scare with an ogre that they realize life may be better inside the fence.
	None noted
	1.  Ask students to tell you the sounds that they may hear from a dog, car accident, construction site, etc.  Write their answers (ruff, crash, bang-bang, etc.) on the board.  2.  Explain that they are onomatopoeias (have fun teaching them how to say the word) and explain what an onomatopoeia is.  3.  Discuss that writers/poets use onomatopoeias in their writing to “bring it to life”.  4.  Read aloud Oh, Look!.  5.  Discuss the onomatopoeias in the story and the effect they had on listening to it.  6.  Challenge students to write a short poem or paragraph using onomatopoeias.  Allow the students to share what they have written and discuss the effect it has on their writing.

	Officer Buckle and Gloria 


	Peggy Rathmann
	Peggy Rathmann
	Putnam
	1995
	K-2nd Grade (Picture book)
	Not given
	“The children at Napville Elementary School always ignore Officer Buckle’s safety tips, until a police dog named Gloria accompanies him when he gives his safety speeches.”


	None noted


	Not given

	Shiloh

(Two Reviewers)

	Phyllis Reynolds Naylor
	Barry Moser
	Atheneum 
Bantam Doubleday Dell Books for Young Readers
	1991
	-5th or 6th grade
- 9-12
	Upper elementary & middle school 


	-A young boy saves a shy beagle from its abusive owner.

-Marty finds an abused dog and tries to rescue him without his parents’ knowledge.  After being forced by his parents to return the dog to its abusive owner, Marty decides he will find a way to buy the dog.


	-animal mistreatment 
-Moral dilemmas, animal cruelty


	-discussion of hunting (right or wrong)

-This story is perfect for literature response journals.  I would encourage students to read small chunks of the story and reflect on it in their literature response journals.  At the end of the story, students could be asked to take a stand on whether or not Marty had a right to lie to his parents.  Students could use their response journals to help them decide their position and write a persuasive paper on it.  



	Slam
	Walter Dean Myers
	Not given
	Scholastic
	1996
	6-9
	6-9
	Slam, an inner-city basketball star, fights to rectify his dreams of greatness with his teenage apathy and friends.
	Drugs; Tobacco
	Plot; Character; Literary Technique; Diversity; Cross-Cultural Friendship; Peer Pressure; Responsibility; Reaching Goals

	The Bean Trees
	Barbara Kingsolver
	Not given
	Harper Collins
	1988
	9-12
	9-12
	Taylor leaves Kentucky to escape the inevitable house wife life, but she finds herself as guardian of a abandoned baby. Hispanic and Native American Literature
	Allusion to Sexual Abuse
	Point of View; Literary Technique; Diversity; Cross-Cultural Friendship; Sharing; Poverty; Responsibility

	The Berenstain Bears Trouble with Pets
(Two Reviewers)
	Stan and Jan Berenstain
	Same
	Random House
	1990
	-2.0 
-Grades 2-5
	-PreK – 3
-Ages 4- 8
	-Brother and Sister bear want a pet after caring for an injured bird.  They wind up getting a puppy.  Teaches kids about the responsibilities incurred in raising and caring for pets. 
-Brother and Sister Bear learn that a new puppy is not a plaything, but a responsibility


	None.
	-Character education, Responsibility
-Discuss problems Brother and Sister Bear have and how they could fix them.  Ask students to research how to take care of a pet they would like to have.

	The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library,Oh the Pets You Can Get!  All About Our Animal Friends  


	Tish Rabe
	Aristides Ruiz and Joe Mathieu


	Random House Books for Young Readers
	2005
	Ages 4 to 8


	Not given
	The Cat and company take off to the faraway land of Gerpletz where they know quite a lot about caring for pets. The Cat teaches beginning readers how to keep their pets healthy, safe, and happy.
	Not given
	This book is educational and entertaining at the same time.

	The Little Red Hen taken from: The Children’s Book of Virtues

	Retold by Penryhn W. Coussens


	Michael Hague


	Simon & Schuster
	1995
	1-2


	Not given
	Little red hen asks her friends repeatedly to help with the steps needed to make bread from a grain of wheat. They all refuse to help with the work each time they are asked. In the end little red hen teaches them a lesson by not sharing any of the final product.


	Not given
	Turn the short story into a skit having students create puppets, props and a scene.

	The Contender
	Robert Lipsyte
	Not given
	Harper Trophy
	1967
	6-9
	6-9
	A boxer must make tough choices about loyalty to friends and self as he tries to stay afloat in a tough ghetto. 
	Gangs
	Choices; Theme; Diversity; Poverty; Responsibility; Reaching Goals

	The Perfect Pet
	Margie Palatini
	Bruce Whatley
	Katherine Tegen Books
	2003
	3.2
	Ages 4-8
	Elizabeth tries to convince her parents she should have a pet; her parents disagree.  Elizabeth finds a solution.


	None.
	Character education, Responsibility.

	Tight Times


	Hazen, Barbara
	Hyman, Trina Schart
	Puffin Books
	1983
	1st grade
	1st grade and above
	A boy desperately wants a dog but is not allowed because times are tight. He later finds a starving kitten the same day his father loses his job.

	This may be a sensitive topic for students who know that their families have financial problems.
	Students can learn about the responsibility that is involved with getting a new pet and why many parents won’t allow children to get pets.

	Trouble with Pets
	Stan & Jan Berenstain
	Stan & Jan Berenstain
	Random House
	1990
	4-8/2.0-2.5
	Not given
	Brother and Sister Bear beg for a pet that they can play house with and train to do tricks.  But Mother and Papa bear show the cubs the responsibilities that come with having pet as well (visits to the vet, puppy research, pet-care and clean-ups).
	Not given
	Students can discuss the responsibilities at their owns homes; involving pets and/or chores.  Students can create a class responsibility chart that can be shared among the students (pet-care, plant maintenance, room clean-up, paper collector, etc).

	Unsinkable


	Larry Dane Brimner

            
	Not given
	Children’s Press
	2003
	Ages 4 to 8


	Not given
	Alex can't swim as far as the other Corner Kids, Gabby and Three J.  They can make it to the other end of the pool without stopping.  But Alex gets too tired.  He wants to quit, but with the encouragement of his friends, he decides to try his best.  All week, through perseverance, he swims further and further each time.   By the end of the week he can swim across the whole pool. He earns a badge that says "Unsinkable!"


	Not given
	This is a book about the importance of encouraging one’s friends and to keep on trying until you succeed.  



	Where Once There Was a Wood


	Denise Fleming
	Denise Fleming and David Powers
	Holt
	1996
	K-2 (Picture book)
	Not given
	“Deer live in the woods, rabbits live in meadows, fish live in creeks, and people live in houses.  We all need homes.  But we need not destroy one while building another.  This eloquent book shows young readers how people and animals can live side by side.  Starting, of course, in our own backyards!”


	None noted.
	This is a great book for environmental/wildlife lessons.  There are several activities as well as a list of additional informational resources in the back.  Read this book before going to Computer Lab.  After showing the students how to use the appropriate search engine, allow them to research on-line different ways they can help protect the environment.



	Where The Red Fern Grows


	Wilson Rawls


	Robert McGinnis


	The Curtis Publishing Co.
	1961
	6.4
	9-12 Ages
	Young Billy, having purchased two dogs for fifty dollars, is determined to create the valley's best hunting team.


	Not given
	Introduce the genre of “action/adventure”, and improve on the skill of story elements.

Theme:  Animals, Relationships & Families, Character/Virtues (Courage & Survival, Loyalty, Self-Esteem & Respect)


