

Why Read Aloud?
-
To provide an early literacy experience that provides the framework for language and literacy development.



-
To influence children’s success in learning to read



-
To entertain



-
To inform and explain



-
To inspire



-
To create background knowledge

-
To improve listening skills



-
To build vocabulary



-
To aid reading comprehension



-
To make positive impact on student’s attitude toward reading



-
To provide an enjoyable experience and arouse curiosity



-
To promote literature appreciation



-
To promote author appreciation



-
To model good reading behaviors



-
To illustrate the result of the writing process



-
To help children develop a sense of how stories work



-
To help a child predict





-
To help children understand literary language

How Are Children Getting Better At Reading If I’m Doing the Reading?


Each time you read aloud to a child you offer yourself as a role model.  Children imitate much of what they see and hear, and it this ability that allows a fifteen-month-old child to say his first word.  By age two, the average child expands his vocabulary to include nearly three hundred words, and it triples again the next year.  By age four, the child already understands two-thirds to three-quarters of the words he will use in future daily life.  Once the child learns to talk, he’ll average as many as ten new words a day.  Much of that pace is determined by the amount and richness of the language he hears from you and others around him.  

· Read to children while they are still young enough to want to imitate what they are seeing and hearing.

· Make sure the readings are interesting and exciting enough to hold their interest while you’re building up their imaginations.

· Keep the initial readings short enough to fit their attention spans and gradually lengthen both.

· Continue reading aloud to older children as well as younger children.  Remember, older students need experiences with rich language too!

How to Read-Aloud
· Plan before reading

· Arrange the seating

· Introduce the story

· Pay attention to the way you sound

· Define unfamiliar words

· Anticipate and prevent disruptions

· Wait for children’s responses

The Do’s and Don’ts of Read Aloud

Do’s

· Start reading to children early.

· Read as often as you and the child have time for.

· Vary the length and subject matter of your readings.

· Preview book before reading it to children.

· Set behavior expectations.

· Invite the child to turn the pages for you when it is time.

· Before you begin, always say the name of the book, the author, and illustrator.

· Take a picture walk.

· Introduce characters, themes to key into before reading the story.

· Keep listeners involved by asking, “What do you think is going to happen next?” 

· Allow time for discussion after reading a story.

· Use expression and dramatize when reading.

· Read slowly enough for children to build mental pictures of what was just read.

Don’ts
· Don’t read stories you don’t enjoy yourself; it will show in the reading.

· Don’t feel you have to tie every book to class work.

· Don’t overwhelm your listener and read above a child’s emotional level.

· Don’t choose a book that is too heavy with dialogue. (Save that for silent reading)

· Don’t choose a book with bias.

· Don’t use a monotone voice.

· Don’t assume children know vocabulary.

· Don’t forget to read without getting a focus first.

· Don’t forget to pay attention to fact and fiction of book.

Read Aloud Checklist

· Preview the book and practice reading aloud.

· Set the mood.

· Seat yourself at least slightly above your listener.

· Make sure all of the listeners can see.

· Use plenty of expression.

· Change your tone of voice to fit the dialog.

· Adjust your pace to fit the story.

· Stop along the way and ask questions.

· Show your enthusiasm for the story.

· Read clearly.

· Read loudly enough to be heard by all.

· Use facial expressions and gestures to enhance your reading.

· Maintain eye contact with listeners.
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Book Selection Criteria

1)
Select material related to curriculum topic
2)
Select material appropriate to age & developmental level of students

3)
Select appropriate text for oral reading

4)
Select material representative of a variety of cultural backgrounds

5)
Select gender equitable books

6)
Select material you find meaningful and interesting
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Read–Aloud Books
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Wordless Books

1)
Ah-Choo!, by Mercer Meyer (Dial, 1976)

2)
Amanda’s Butterfly, by Nick Butterworth (Delacorte, 1991). 
3)
Ben’s Dream, by Christ Van Allsburg (Houglin Mifflin, 1982)

4)
A Boy, a Dog, and a Frog by Mercer Mayer (Dial, 1967)

5)           Dreams, by Peter Spier (Doubleday, 1986)

6)
Frog Goes to Dinner, by Mercer Mayer (Dial, 1974)

7)
Frog on His Own, by Mercer Mayer (Dial, 1973)

8)
Frog, Where are You?, by Mercer Mayer (Dial, 1969)

9)
The Grey Lady and the Strawberry Snatcher, by Molly Bang (Simon & Schuster, 1980)

10)
The Hunter and the Animals, by Tomie dePaola (Holiday, 1981)

11)
Moonlight, by Jan Ormerod (Morow, 1982)

12)
Pancakes for Breakfast, by Tomie dePaola (Harcourt, Brace, 1978)

13)
The Silver Pony, by Lynd Ward (Houghton Mifflin, 1973)

14)
Sunshine, by Jan Ormerod (Morrow, 1981)

15)          Tuesday, by David Wiesner (Clarion, 1991)

Predictable/Cumulative Books

1)
Are You My Mother?, by P.D. Eastman (Random House, 1960)

2)
Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?, by Bill Martin Jr. (Holt, 1983)

3)
The Cake That Mack Ate, by Rose Robart (Little, Brown, 1986)

4)
Chicken Soup with Rice, by Maurice Sendak (HarperCollins, 1962)

5)
Do You Want to Be My Friend?, by Eric Carle (Putnam, 1971)

6)
Froggy Gets Dressed, by Jonathan London (Viking, 1992)

7)
Hattie and the Fox, by Mem Fox (Simon & Schuster, 1987)

8)
If You Give a Mouse a Cookie, by Laura Numeroff (HarperCollins, 1985)

9)
If You Give a Moose a Muffin, by Laura Numeroff (HarperCollins, 1991)

10)
The Little Old Lady Who Was Not Afraid of Anything, by Linda Williams (HarperCollins, 1986)

11)
The Napping House, by Audrey Wood (Harcourt, Brace, 1984)

12)
Owl Babies, by Martin Waddell (Candlewick, 1992)

13)
Tikki Tikki Tembo, by Arlene Mosel (Holt, 1968)

14)
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt, by Michael Rosen (Atheneum)

15)
Where’s Spot?, by Eric Hill (Putnam, 1980)

Age Appropriate Books

Kindergarten

1)
Rumble in the Jungle, by G. Andrae

2)
Fireflies, by J. Brickloe

3)
Goodnight Moon, by M.W. Brown

4)
The Runaway Bunny, by M.W. Brown

5)
The Wednesday Surprise, by E. Bunting

6)
Dad and Me, by P. Catalonotto

7)
Island Boy, by B. Cooney

8)
Today I feel Silly, by J. Curtis

9)
Wilifrid Gordon McDonald Partridge, by M. Fox

10)
Tough Boris, by M. Fox

11)
The Biggest Boy, by K. Henkes

12)
Julius, by A. Johnson

13)
Dreams, by E. Keats

14)
Leo the Late Bloomer, by R. Kraus

15)
Together, by G. Lyon

16)
Who Came Down the Road, by G. Lyon

17)
Chicka Chicka Boom Boom, by B. Martin

18)
Roxaboxxen, by A. McLerran

Kindergarten continued-

19)
Richard Wright and the Library Card, by W. Miller

20)
We Share Everything, by R. Munsch

21)
Tar Beach, by F. Ringgold

22)
Yo! Yes!, by C. Rashka

23)
Abiyoyo, by P. Seeger

24)
A Bad Case of Stripes, by D. Shannon

25)
A Chair for My Mother, by V. Williams 
First Grade









1)
Each Peach Pear Plum, by J. and A. Ahlberg

2)
Moonbear series, by F. Asch

3)
Fudgeamania, by J. Blume

4)
Jim and the Beanstalk, by R. Briggs
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5)
The Important Books, by M.W. Brown





6)
The Indoor Noisy Book, by M.W. Brown

7)
StellaLuna, by J. Cannon

8)
The Mouse and the Motorcycle, by B. Cleary





9)
Miss Rumphius, by B. Cooney

10)
The Art Lesson, by T. dePaola

11)
Nana Upstairs, Nana Downstairs, by T. dePaola

12)
Across the Stream, by M. Ginsburg

13)
Night on the Neighborhood Street, by E. Greenfield

14)
Things I Like about My Grandma, by F. Haskins

15)
Chrysanthemum, by K. Henkes

16)
The Leaving Morning, by A. Johnson

17)
 I See, You Saw, by N. Karlin

18)
Anansi and the Moss Covered Rock, by E. Kimmel

19)
The Chocolate Touch, by J.F. Koller

20)
Piggie Pie, by M. Palatini





21)
When I Was Young in the Mountains, by C. Rylant

22)
Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day, by J. Viorst

23)
Charlotte’s Web, by E.B. White

24)
Owl Boy, by J. Yolen

25)
Pippi Longstocking, by A. Lindgreen

Second Grade

1)
Life Doesn’t Frighten Me, by M. Angelou

2)
The Wizard of Oz, by F. Baum

3)
Through My Eyes, by R. Bridges

4)
The Stories Julian Tells series, by A. Cameron

5)
Second-Grade Friends, by M. Cohen

6)
James and the Giant Peach, by R. Dahl

7)
The Worry Stone, by M. Dengler

8)
The Hundred Dresses, by E. Estes

9)
Stone Fox, by Gardiner

10)
Nathaniel Talking, by G. Greenfield

11)
Amazing Grace, by M. Hoffman

12)
Peach and Blue, by S. Kilbrone

13)
Chicken Sunday, by P. Polacco

14)
Tortillas and Lullabies, by L. Reiser

15)
Keep the Lights Burning, Abbie, by P. Roop

16)
The Relatives Came, by C. Rylant

17)
The Conversation Club, by D. Stanley

18)
If I were in Charge of the World, by J. Viorst

19)
Stuart Little, by E.B. White

20)
My Grandson Lou, by C. Zolotow
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Third Grade














1)
Mr. Popper’s Penguins, by R. Atwater

2)
Frecklejuice, by J. Blume

3)
Superfudge, by J. Blume

4)
Cheyenne Again, by E. Bunting

5)
The Most Beautiful Place in the World, by A. Cameron

6)
Dear Mr. Henshaw, by B. Cleary

7)
Ramona Quimby Age 8, by B. Cleary

8)
Frindle, by Clements

9)
Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes, by E. Coerr

10)
The BFG, by R. Dahl

11)
The Morning Girl, by M. Dorris

12)
Seedfolks, by P. Fleishman

13)
Be Bop a Do Walk!, by Hamanaka

14)
In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson, by B. Loro

15)
Number the Stars, by L. Lowry

16)
The Magic Tree, by G. McDermott

17)
Shiloh, by P.R. Naylor

18)
Junie B. Jones series, by B. Parks

19)
The True Story of the Three Little Pigs, by J. Scieszka

20)
Maniac Magee, by J. Spinelli

Fourth Grade









1)
Sounder, by W. Armstrong

2)
I’m in Charge of Celebrations, by B. Baylor

3)
The Other Way to Listen, by B. Baylor

4)
Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing, by J. Blume

5)
Dear Mr. Henshaw, by B. Cleary

6)
The Landry News, by A. Clements

7)
The Cat Who Ate My Gymsuit, by P. Danzinger

8)
Possum Magic, by M. Fox

9)
Julie of the Wolves by J.C. George

10)
My Side of the Mountain, by J.C. George

11)
The Sign of the Beaver, by E. Speare

12)
Just Juice, by K. Heese

13)
From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, by E.L. Konigsburg

14)
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, by C.S. Lewis

15)
Number the Stars, by L. Lowry

16)
Sarah Plain and Tall, by P. MacLachlan

17)
Harlem, by W.D. Myers

18)
Bridge to Terebithia, by K. Paterson

19)
The Great Gilly Hopkins, by K. Paterson

20)
Pink and Say, by P. Polacco

21)
My Dream of Martin Luther King, by F. Ringgold

22)
Every Living Thing, by C. Rylant

23)
Holes, by L. Sacher

24)
Sign of the Beaver, by E.G. Speare

25)
Fourth-Grade Rats, by J. Spinelli  


Fifth Grade

1)
Tuck Everlasting, by J. Babbitt

2)
The Summer My Father Was Ten, by I. Barnwell

3)
Freedom Crossing, by M. Clark

4)
Real-Life Animal Stories, by D. Cohen

5)
Walk Two Moons, by S. Creech

6)
Watsons Go to Birmingham-1963, by C.P. Curtis

7)
A Hole in the Wall, by D’Angelo






8)
Childtimes, by E. Greenfield

9)
The Gift Giver, by J. Hansen

10) 
Yellow Bird and Me, by J. Hansen

11)
The Birthday Room, by K. Henkes

12)
Words of Stone, by K. Henkes

13)
A Girl Called Boy, by B. Hurmence

14)
Skylark, by P. MacLachlan
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15)
Junebug, by A. Mead

16)
The Boys War, by J. Murphy

17)
The Great Gilly Hopkins, by K. Paterson

18)
Where the Red Fern Grows, by W. Rawls

19)
Missing May, C. Rylant

20)
Scarecrow, by C. Rylant

21)
The Bookshop Dog, C. Rylant

22)
Holes, by L. Sachar

23)
Call It Courage, by A. Sperry

24)
Wringer, by J. Spincelli

25)
Welcome to the Green House, by J. Yolen

Sixth and Seventh Grades


1)
Nothing But the Truth, by Avi

2)
Tuck Everlasting, by N. Babbit

3)
Fly Away Home, by E. Bunting

4)
House on Mango Street, by S. Cisneros

5)
Crazy Lady!, by J.L. Conly

6)
The Watsons Go to Birmingham-1963, by C.P. Curtis

7)
The Gift Giver, by J. Hanson

8)
The Coyote Bead, by G. Hausman

9)
The Old Man and the Sea, by E. Hemingway

10)
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town, by K.W. Holt

11)
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, by W. Jones

12)
Autumn Street, by L. Lowry

13)
The Gift Giver, by L. Lowry

14)
Flip-Flop Girl, by K. Paterson

15)
Lyddie, by K. Paterson

16)
Soldier’s Heart, by G. Paulsen

17)
Call it Courage, by A. Sperry

18)
Hiroshima, by L. Yep

19)
Letting Swift River Go, by J. Yolen

20)
The Pigman, by P. Zindel

