Education 538

The Teaching of Writing and Other Forms of Representation

UNCW--Donald R. Watson School of Education

Course Description and Syllabus

Fall 2011

Wednesday, 5:00-7:45, Room 235
Instructor: Kathy R. Fox

Drop in Office Hours: Monday 12:30-1:00

Wednesday 12:30-2:45, 7:45-8:30

      


  Online Tuesday 8:30-10:00 am


       Other appointment hours may be arranged

Office Phone: 962-3219

Office Location: Friday Annex Building, Room 189

Required Texts:

1. 
Avery, Carol. And With a Light Touch…Writer’s Workshop in a First Grade 
Classroom. Heinemann: 2002.

2.
Novel for Author Study--choose from list
Supplemental Texts:

1.
Fletcher, Ralph. What A Writer Needs. Heinemann: 1993.
2.
Calkins, Lucy. The Art of Teaching Writing.
3.
Selected handouts from instructor
Course Description: Review of theories of composition, writing processes, and principles of grammar, rhetoric, and usage. Attention to methods of instruction and to the range, usefulness, and availability of materials including technology. Includes projects that require generating and evaluating samples from school-age writers in K-12.

Purpose:  This course is designed first and foremost to encourage students to delve into the many ways writing contributes to learning in an elementary school classroom. Strategies for integrating writing into content areas will be developed. The course includes cultural, language development, and artistic themes found in children’s writing. Personal writing as a means to explore and develop the student’s own literacy will be practiced and discussed. The course is also designed to aid students in their growth as reflective practitioners regarding the area of writing as linked with literacy. This quote sums it up… from Lucy Calkins, The Art of Teaching Writing(one of our supplementary texts):

"If we are going to design [our classrooms] to be places not only for editing, conferencing, and response but also for miracles, we need to bring powerful literature into those classrooms and to do everything possible to invite children to live and write inside that literature." (p 252)

Learning Engagements:

1. Class writing and reading assignments and follow-up discussions—

Face-to-face and electronic discussions and activities are a valuable part of our learning experiences. In this class in particular the discussions will revolve around our personal writing experiences. Just as you will want your own students to participate both through attentive listening and active discussion, I want the same for you. Please be conscious of how you represent yourself as a contributing member of our writing group and as an educator.

2. Sharing of student work---your own student’s or, in the case of those not in a classroom, that of another classroom. We will be going through the editing process with students’ writing so you will need to have permission and access to a child’s writing to share in class.

3. Electronic Dialogic Journal-10 entries-These will be begin from our first class and will be a part of your weekly assignment. These journal entries are student led, rather than teacher directed. Begin by introducing yourself to your partner and continue the conversation. These are private, with 2 exchanges (2 responses from partner) due in your final portfolio.

4. Literate Behavior Log—a record of your literacy acts over two weeks. Beginning on August 31 and to be shared on September 14, 2011.
5. Group project: Participation in an Author Study with a minimum of four students per group. Time will be allotted during the first twenty minutes of each class to work with your Author Study group. This is not a sponge time but rather a necessary time to be present and participating in class. An oral and written presentation from your group will be due on November 30, 2011.

Author Studies will be constructed with your choice of one of the following    authors:

Annie Dillard



Frank McCourt

Barbara Kingsolver


Toni Morrison



Anne Lamott



Anita Shreve
6. Conference proposal/article submission. Class time will be spent finding current Conference Calls for Presentation, and in pairs or individually, writing proposals. This type of professional writing gives evidence of leadership in our field. The proposals have varying due dates, but should be ready to be shared electronically on October26.

7. Classroom observation and interview: Observe one writing classroom to learn more about how writing is being taught in our region. You may choose to do this with children in the classroom during writing session OR after school, with the classroom teacher, as in our video example. A follow-up interview is also required. The protocol for this assignment requires you to prepare interview questions ahead of time, submit in writing to the classroom teacher, and collect the data. Use this data to write a brief description of writing instruction situated in that particular perspective, due and to be shared in class on November 2, 2011.

8. Group project: Develop a rubric of a writing classroom. Within this project, discuss behaviors of the child, children, teacher(s), and school. This assignment will begin in class on November 2, with groups/partners sharing electronically from November 9-16.
9. Writing portfolio of your own work: This course involves your own process as a writer…both for personal engagement and for the professional audience. Your portfolio will include writing exercises, such as the writing to a prompt, without a prompt, literate behavior log and other forms of writing for personal and professional development. Much of this writing will take place in class and so may be submitted in draft form. The following 3 pieces however should be in final publishing form.

a. One professional writing piece suitable for submission to a professional organization for presentation and/or publication

b. One piece of personal writing from your portfolio to be in final publishing form. This will be shared in class as a part of the Final Author Celebration.
c. A final reflection piece on the writing process with school age students’ writing, with a working title, “My Future Writing Classroom”.
This portfolio is due on the last class day, December 7, 2011.
Grading:  As a graduate student, you have made a conscious choice to take this class and make it be a meaningful part of your life experience. Assignments are designed to provide you with new learning experiences as well as to allow you opportunities for choice, based on your own strengths. The class is structured to afford you the most hands-on learning as possible, including sharing the writing process--both your own and that of your students--with your peers and your instructor. Please take part in the aforementioned engagements with active learning in mind---put yourself out there as a learner…experience the engagement of writing to learn as well as coaching others. Take part in as much of the experience as you can.

Final grade of “A”— Successful completion of Learning Engagement 1-8, with all components of writing portfolio submitted including final draft of written work for publication. No more than 2 absences.

Final grade of “B”—Successful completion of Learning Engagements 1-8, with all components of writing portfolio submitted but not required to be in final format for publication. No more than 3 absences. 

Attendance Policy: It stands to reason that your attendance is important to your growth in this class. It is also important to us as a learning community.  The need for any absences past two will result in a lower grade. 

Academic Honesty Policy: The UNCW Student Academic Honesty Policy, as documented in the Student Handbook, will be followed.

Student Disabilities: UNCW Disability Services supplies information about disability law, documentation procedures and accommodations through their website: http://www.uncw.edu/staff/disability/ . In order to obtain accommodations you should first contact Disability Services and present documentation to the coordinator for review and verification.

Class Schedule

Aug 24: 
What, Why and How We Write



What, Why and How we ask children to write



The classroom writing environment--daily writing, daily reading.



In Class Writing: Brainstorm what you can write about---one lesson 

idea. Spend 30 minutes doing so.



Go over syllabus and assignments
Assignments: Author Study—peruse authors, bring books to August 31 class as available



Reading:  Calkins, handout on the writing classroom

August 31:
The writing classroom, according to Calkins and others



Developmental stages of writing…where it takes us and when

Develop Protocol for Classroom visits, observations and interviews.

Author Studies: Form groups and decide on process for your particular group

Reading: Fox, Handout on Literate Behavior Logs (electronic)


    Keep for 2 weeks (until Sept 14)

Writing assignment: Autobiography of My Development as a Literate Being
September 7: Submit Autobiography of My Development as a Literate Being


Give feedback in discussion groups other over these 2 weeks
Reading: Ashton-Warner handout on Keywords (electronic)
Data collection: Set up of observations and interviews, as explained in class 1.

Collect one sample of a child’s writing to share in class
Sept 14: 
Review Literate Behavior Log data

Organic writing from Ashton-Warner’s work and others


What organic writing tells us about children



Sharing children’s writing from your own samples


-Write something…anything today!


Reading: Fletcher handout, “Words We Love” 


Writing: Prompts, to be shared on September 28
Sept 21: 
Vocabulary

In discussion board share samples of “beautiful writing” from author’s study, children’s books, or others

Reading: Avery on editing
Sept 28: 
Writing to a prompt…the experience, pros and cons



Share prompt writing

Editing…as a member of a collaborative team

Looking at children’s editing.



-clip of 2nd grade editors.
Writing: Professional writing--Look for conference calls and manuscript guidelines. Share in discussion groups. Find a partner as needed!

October 5: 
Letter writing and other communications with parents & others…the changing voice





Also, discuss findings on conference calls and manuscripts. Meet 


with partners to talk out and draft.

Data collection: gather samples of parent communication from either your classroom, schools or other

#2. Continue to look for conference calls and manuscript guidelines
October 12:
Fall Break

Discussion board: Share a sample from your own class and/or school.


Data collection: Sample of our own writing-any genre
Oct 19:
Being a member of a writer’s group—an insider’s perspective



Sharing our own writing


Video clip of teacher/child writing conference
Share conference proposals and submit for editing/conferencing.

Reading: Avery on sharing work

October 26: 
Conference proposal and/or manuscript due electronically

November 2:
Share what you’ve seen/tried/hope to do from your classroom observations and interviews. Discuss room configuration, technology and material use, delivery, etc.


Due: Written description of observed writing program, including 


interview information

Reading: Article from Reading Research Quarterly, Vol 38, no 3

Discussion board assignment: Write a cumulative reflection on the state of writing in our region
Nov 9:

Discussion of writing in our region, including “What counts?”.



Writing assignment: With others, develop a rubric for assessing 


classroom writing programs



Reading: Avery on using writing for assessment

Nov16:
Alternative writing(pamphlets/cards/graphics)try out & share
Being a member of a writer’s group for children



Share children’s book samples—good and bad okay


Assignment: Sample of writing to children, story map

Nov 23:
Share children’s book ideas from story map




Reading: Fox, Schlichting, & Walker. Using author studies to 



inform, support and inspire children’s reading and writing.

Nov 30:
Author Study presentations



What does it tell us about authors, children and writing?

Dec 7:  
Author Celebration & Portfolio sharing
