Literature in the Elementary Schools 

Education 344

Fall 2011

Monday & Wednesday 9:30-10:45

Instructor: Dr. Kathy R. Fox,   FoxK@uncw.education
Drop in Office Hours: Monday 12:30-1:00

Wednesday 12:30-2:45, 7:45-8:30

      


  Online Tuesday 8:30-10:00 am



  Tuesday in Jacksonville 3:15-3:45

       Other appointment hours may be arranged

Office Phone: 962-3219

Office Location: Friday Annex Building, Room 189

Texts:  Temple, Martinez, Yokota and Naylor. Children’s Books in Children’s 

Hands.
-Selected handouts from Instructor

-Selected children’s texts

Purpose:  This course is designed first and foremost to encourage students to delve into the wide array of children’s literature through assisting teachers in the examination, selection, implementation and evaluation process of a classroom literature program.  “Literature” in reading programs will be discussed and explored. Strategies for integrating literature into content areas will be developed. The course includes cultural, language development, and artistic themes found in children’s literature. Patterns over time as well as political influences in children’s literature will be explored.  The course is also designed to aid students in their growth as effective decision-makers and reflective practitioners, including presentation strategies.

Learning Engagements:

1. Class reading assignments and discussions.  Your participation counts as 10% of your grade. (*Please see note below.)

2. Anthology: Read 50+ children’s books, magazines and/or websites

Evaluate the works on a self-developed 4 point rubric (see #3 below).

Write an annotated bibliography for each entry with title, author, illustrator, (or web address), publishing date, publisher, genre, category or theme, summary (1-2 sentences) and suggested curriculum connections for each entry. The completed anthology and rubric together count as 30% of your grade and are due on December 5. A rough draft with one sample entry and a copy of the rubric is due on September 7.
3. Co-construct with classmates a rubric to be used to evaluate children’s books. Your rubric is due on September 7, 2011 and should be turned in along with your anthology on December 5 as well.

4. Participate in an Author Study. With a group of your peers you will survey work by one children’s author, develop a theme from the literature, and teaching points relevant to an elementary classroom. Copies will be shared electronically with the class. This is due on October 5, 2011.
5. Construct a lesson plan around a children’s chapter book used in a literature circle. Name your objective and write a lesson plan that addresses using a multi-representation approach, i.e. a diorama illustrating the setting to accompany a retelling of a chapter OR writing a rap to accompany a poster displaying the plot climax. Present to your literature circle group on November 30 .
6. Attend as an observer two reading sessions outside of our class. One observation should be at one of the following sites, but other community sites may be used with instructor’s approval:


County Library Storytime: Downtown or other branch





Check for times and age groups



Children’s Museum Storytime: Tuesday mornings, 10:00 (approximately)
Public Bookstore: Usually Tuesday mornings/Friday evenings/ Saturday 




mornings





Check for weekly events, times and age groups


Other community sites may be used with instructor’s pre-approval.

A second observation will be of an elementary school classroom teacher reading aloud to children. I will let you know more about this observation as the time approaches and the arrangement finalizes. The point of the observation remains to observe a classroom teacher in a classroom setting as she/he reads aloud to children. 

7. Facilitate a read aloud with a child on a one-to-one basis. Take into account the age of the child, interests of the child, and book appropriateness. Use follow up questions and/or activities to extend the story. This can be the child you work with in the Ed Lab, a child you take to the library or museum, or a child in your home.

8. Facilitate a read aloud in an elementary school classroom Take into account the age of the children, current curriculum in the classroom, and book appropriateness. Use follow up questions and/or activities to extend the story. 
9. Reflections (4) from each of the above experiences (observations and reading). The first reflection is due on Wednesday October 12, 2011, with all four reflections due on December 5, 3011. Written reflections on the 4 experiences will follow reflection criteria (Schon, 1983).
10. Create a children’s book, including text and illustrations following the guidelines that you have written in your rubric (above, # 3). Bring the book through the publishing stage, being sure to finish the project in time to read it to others, including your classmates, for review. Much of this work will be done in class and you will have opportunities to peruse multiple authors’ work before beginning the project. A rough draft of your book is due on Wednesday, October 12, 2011. The completed book is due on Wednesday, December 7, 2011.
Grading: 

As noted above, your grades are dependent on your assignment completion. To earn an A in this class you must miss no more than two classes, meet all of the criteria by due date and meet the expectations we will develop and discuss in class. Please feel encouraged to bring your work to me as you go so that you can feel confident of the process as well as the product. 

Final grade of “A”— Successful completion of Learning Engagement 1-8, with all components submitted, including a final product of a children’s book. No more than 2 absences.

 Final grade of “B”—Completion of Learning Engagements 1-8, with all components submitted, but not meeting criteria and/or the children’s book not in final draft format for publication. 

Participation:


Classroom discussions and activities are a valuable part of our learning experiences. Just as you will want your students to participate both through attentive listening and active discussion, I want the same for you. Please be conscious of how you represent yourself as a contributing member of our group and as a future educator. This includes your representation as an active and supportive peer…therefore, no use of electronic devices for phone calls, text messages, etc. during class time. Personal laptops are for use in special assignments only. If there is a family emergency or other reason for having the device available in class you will need to leave the classroom to use. No exceptions! 
Attendance Policy: It stands to reason that your attendance is important to your growth in this class. It is also important to us as a learning community.  The need for any absences exceeding two will result in a lower grade. 

Academic Honesty Policy: The UNCW Student Academic Honesty Policy, as documented in the Student Handbook, will be followed.

Student Disabilities: UNCW Disability Services supplies information about disability law, documentation procedures and accommodations through their website: http://www.uncw.edu/staff/disability/ . In order to obtain accommodations you should first contact Disability Services and present documentation to the coordinator for review and verification.

EDN 344 Fall 2011

Class Schedule

August 24, Class 1: Introductions...Setting the groundwork

What is literacy? What is literature?

Making Reading Log

Read: Temple, et al. Chapter 1

Handout (electronic): Jigsaw- Multicultural Literature articles 1, 2, 3
August 29, Class 2: Jigsaw in class from reading
Books overtime: Political, cultural, research influences

Analyze books for characterizations

Cultural and linguistic visions in the literature

Read: Temple, et al. Chapter 1 & 12

Analyze anthology samples sent electronically

August 31, Class 3: What makes a book "good"?  Chapter 2 (text) in class


Examining anthology and rubric samples

Read: Temple, et al. Chapter 5-11

September 5: Labor Day--No Class 

September 7, Class 4: Book categories


Defining genres, themes and uses

Due: 
Rubric and one Anthology Sample

September 12, Class 5: Continue work on anthology



Examine Eric Carle books for artistic and linguistic trends


Read: Fox & Schlichting article on author studies as a way to motivate 
writers

September 14, Class 6: Begin Author Study


Art examples for bookmaking

Eric Carle painting samples
Read: Temple, et al. Chapters 13 and 3

September 19, Class 7: Author Study


Poetry and song

Continue with Eric Carle art

Assignment: Choose one poem to illustrate

September 21, Class 8: Author Study


Poetry and song


Assignment: Choose one poem to illustrate

September 26, Class 9: Author Study 


Poetry/Art sharing

September 28, Class 10: Author Study

Questioning Techniques and Read Alouds

Analyze video clips of successful read alouds in various settings


Do’s and Don’ts from others


Assignment: Review video clips. (Annenberg (learning.org))

October 3, Class 11: Storytelling and dramatization (Guest Speaker)
October 5, Class 12: Author Study Presentations with written component 
due
October 10 & 11: Fall Break

October 12, Class 13: Anthology


 Shared Book experience, Don Holdaway’s research
Assignment: Peruse Big Books in ED LAB and CMC
Due: Reflection 1 (one of your two observations)

Rough Draft of Children’s Book Due

October 19, Class 14: Anthology

Children’s writing and bookmaking

Writers and Readers Workshop

Read: Temple, et al. Chapter 14

October 24, Class 15: Anthology 

Content Area Literature


What and how?


Read: Handout-Guthrie’s CORI model

October 26, Class 16: Anthology

Continue looking at non-fiction books and classroom strategies

Guests Book Sharing

Read: Temple, et al. Appendix A

October 31, Class 17: Anthology 

Work in tech lab on electronic media survey. Results due (electronically) 
by end of class.

Assignment: Choose book for read aloud in class. Practice!
November 2, Class 18: Anthology 
Sharing websites and texts

Read aloud practice in class
Choose chapter book for Literature Circle

Read: Temple, et al. Appendix B

November 7, Class 19: Literature Circle 


Book Awards

Read aloud practice in class
November 9, Class 20: Literature Circle 


Children’s books—more samples shared

November14, Class 21: Literature Circle 

Journal making/Comprehension Strategies
Begin The Hundred Dresses

Read: Handout on dramatic play

November 16, Class 22: Literature Circle

Dramatization and Skits


The Hundred Dresses

November 21, Class 23: Literature Circle 


Lesson planning

The Hundred Dresses

Reading: Finish Literature Circle book, brainstorm lesson objectives and 
plans
November 28, Class 24: Share literature circle lesson plan drafts

Lesson plans for The Hundred Dresses

November 30, Class 25: Share literature lesson plans with group

Complete The Hundred Dresses
December 5, Class 26: Anthology Due


Reflections 1-4 due

Share favorite book and favorite reflection
December 7, Class 27: Books Celebration

Sharing books and activities

Last day of class

December 12, Exam day: Books and anthologies returned. 

Continue the book celebration!

