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Abstract

The National Council of Social Studies calls for explicit teaching of social studies thematic strands, which includes dealing with interpersonal, community and global connections as well as economic, geographical and ethnic factors as related to power (National Council for Social Studies,1994). We know however that often social studies curriculum in the elementary classroom is taught through embedded lessons within children’s literature read by the teacher. The choice of classroom read alouds might not be initially acknowledged as an indicator of the teacher’s value system regarding diversity and other social studies themes, but a glance at a teacher’s shelf or book display can tell much about the controlled curriculum delivered within that classroom. This chapter uses classroom observations and interviews to examine teacher choices in classroom read alouds. It presents web source and interview information regarding author intent in terms of social justice issues in his/her writing, i.e. linguistic and cultural messages in text. It also offers categories for selecting and organizing children’s literature that promotes social justice work, or as James Banks puts it, “transformative education” (Banks, 1996). 
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