Education 589

Course Description and Syllabus—Summer-2007
University of North Carolina, Wilmington

Donald R. Watson School of Education

Instructor: Dr. Kathy R. Fox,  Foxk@uncw.education
 Drop In Office Hours: Monday—12:30-1:00



Wednesday--12:30-1:00
 Other appointment hours can be arranged as needed

 Office Phone: 962-3219

Texts: Required-Walker, B. 5th edition. Diagnostic Teaching.
-Selected handouts from instructor


-Selected handouts from fellow students

Purpose:  Students will experience the process of tutoring from both an insider and outsider perspective. Parent communication as a part of the process will also be explored. Seeing the tutee and tutor as parts of a literacy system is an important aspect of the learning engagements for this class.
Learning Engagements:

1. Class reading assignments and discussions—

Classroom discussions and activities are a valuable part of our learning experiences. Just as you will want your students to participate both through attentive listening and active discussion, I want the same for you. Please be conscious of how you represent yourself as a contributing member of our group and as an educator.

2. Tutoring (in literacy) an elementary age student—10 hours, to be recorded on Tutoring Log (due on July 25).  Your tutee should be from a different language background/ethnicity/or other area that challenges you to think and teach outside of your own identity group. 
3. Tutoring Log will also include (due on July 25):


Tutoring session outline 


Tutoring session diagnostic plan and reflection


Pre and Post assessment


Communication to parent/teacher/administration:


 a. Pre-tutoring parent conference with goal setting, including introductory 
     letter to parent


b. Post-tutoring parent conference with home literacy goal setting


Final summary reflection (due on July 25). Rubric for this reflection will be 
designed and discussed in class.
     4. Community map: Prepare a map of community resources available to your 
tutee. Include both private and public resources. Make map electronically 
accessible.

     5.
Lead online article discussion (of your choice) with classmates. Must 
include link to scanned article and/or URL link to article with your reading 
guidelines and notes. Dates to post TBA.

6.
Chose from the following activities (see grading rubric below):

*Develop success checklist (with tutee)



* Presentation to peers on tutoring session—Using Behind the Glass 



  (Must schedule with instructor)



* Presentation to peers on tutoring session—Using Videotape of 


   Session (Must schedule with instructor)

* Conduct home visit (with tutee)

* Set up Keywords activity (with tutee or small group) and write-up
* Autobiography of “You” as a literate being

* Implement and record activity (with tutee or small group) from 
  Part 2 of our text. Document goal, behaviors, and outcome.  

  Report to class on July 23.

Grading:  As a graduate student, you obviously have made a conscious choice that this class will in some way be a meaningful part of your life experience. Therefore, I second this motion by attempting to give you assignments that provide you with new learning experiences but yet will allow you opportunities for choice based on your own strengths. The class is structured to afford you the most hands-on learning as possible, i.e. meeting with professional, volunteer, and peers regarding the tutoring experience, including your own.  Please take part in the aforementioned engagements with active learning in mind---put yourself out there as a learner, not only as the “tutor” holding “the” knowledge.  Take part in as much of the experience as you can.

The nitty-gritty: Final grade of “A”—Learning Engagements 1-5 and 4 of the choices given in Learning Engagement # 6

 Final grade of “B”—Learning Engagements 1-3 and 3 of the choices given in Learning Engagement # 5

Final grade of “C”—Learning Engagements 1-3 and 2 of the choices given in Learning Engagement # 5

All activities and reports due on or before July 25.

A note on absences…It stands to reason that your attendance is important to your growth in this class. It is also important to us as a learning community.  The need for any absences past two must be discussed with the instructor and will result in lowering of grade by one letter grade. 

Class Schedule

June 26:  Introductions...Setting the groundwork

What is literacy?

Maslow as a part of the tutoring process

NC Standards for reading and writing

Read: Chapter 1, Walker

Assignment----Complete graphic of concerns and questions you may have with the  child you will be tutoring. Put this side by side with Walker’s description of the Diagnostic Tutoring Session. Submit a reflection of the two graphics and how each one effects the other in regarding your and the child’s tutoring experience. (Submit by 5:00, Thursday, June 28 )

June 27: Chapter 2, Walker

Differences in a developing reader and a problem reader


Read: Chapter 3, Walker
June 28: Develop questions according to Guidelines, Chapter 3

Graphic reflection due by 5:00 p.m.

July 2 : Community mapping of resources

Article from RRQ in class


Read: Part Two, Walker, Look for parent friendly activities

Assignment----Develop parent letter (to share on-line) regarding the 
tutoring process

July 3 : Online discussion regarding parent letter


 Parent interactions: Conferences, setting goals, ongoing communication, 

 reporting

July 5:
The Diagnostic Teaching Session-how to

What can we add to our picture of the child? (Maslow, Gardner, Lipson & 
Wixson)

Read: Chapter 9, Walker

July 9: The Diagnostic Teaching Session, continued


Work together on Part Two, Walker text


Choose something to try…make a commitment


Read: Ashton-Warner article

July 10: “Keywords” and other informal assessment strategies

 
Assignment: Finalize filming or Behind the Glass plan and article sharing 
on calendar

Read: Adult Literacy (handout)
July 11: Field trip to Cape Fear Literacy Council
July 12: Online discussion on goal setting: 

Share student goal worksheet
July 16: Discussion of Tutoring in our Schools and Community-report on status. 


School Networks: SST, IEP, Health/nutrition support 


Discussion of community and school district resources including 
intervention and enrichment programs


Compile resource list


Read: Chapter 4, Walker

 

July 17: Online discussion on student status, including activity (Walker, Part 2)

July 18:  Report writing and conferencing—include next steps and resources 
needed


Read: TBA

July 19: Student presentations-Community Maps

Read: TBA

July 23: Student presentations: Behind the Glass/Videos

Sharing summary reports-including parent letter and conference results
July 24: Student presentations: Behind the Glass/Videos
July 25: Sharing summary reports-including reflections, parent letter and 
conference results


Turn in Tutoring Log


All materials from Learning Engagement #6 due
July 26: Article Sharing (Learning engagement #5)

 Last day of class
Exam: TBA

