Education 588

Assessment

Course Description and Syllabus—Fall-2007

University of North Carolina, Wilmington

Donald R. Watson School of Education

Instructor--Dr. Kathy R. Fox, FoxK@uncw.education

Drop-in Office Hours: Monday—1:00-4:00




Tuesday—3:00-6:00




Alternate Wednesdays-8:30-9:30-Rachel Freeman School



     
Other appointment hours can be arranged


Office Phone: 962-3219          Room 267, Ed Building

Texts: Required-Walker, B. 5th or 6th edition. Diagnostic Teaching.


2nd text: Cavuto, N. Naturalistic Classroom Based Assessment
-Selected handouts from instructor


-Selected handouts from fellow students

Purpose:  Prerequisite 586.

Students will examine current practices and trends in basic concepts of assessment and measurement. Focus is on the development of a conceptual framework for obtaining and interpreting data about students’ language and literacy performance with a proactive stance toward assessment informing practice.
Learning Engagements:

1. Class reading assignments and discussions—

Classroom discussions and activities are a valuable part of our learning experiences. Just as you want your students to participate both through attentive listening and active discussion, I want the same for you. Please be conscious of how you represent yourself as a contributing member of our group and as an educator.

2.
Lead  discussion of assessment tool of your choice with classmates. Must include link to 
scanned tool and/or URL link to assessment tool with your reading guidelines and notes. 
These should be posted the week of November 6. Compile your assessment tool and 
summary description in a binder along with those tools shared by classmates and other 
classroom assignments.

3.
With cohort group develop a pre-and post-assessment tool for use in Project Fresa (week 
1 reading). Include a matrix for looking at both individual and class mastery of goals. 
Share tools on September 4.

4.
Design an assessment for a unit similar to Project Fresa (from Week 1 reading) that 
incorporates local funds of knowledge. Use NC Standard Course of Study and cross-age 
tutoring activities as in Project Fresa. Describe the situated knowledge, the goals of the 
unit, resources that may be tapped. Include a pre-and post-assessment tool specifically 
for the unit that gives both individual student information and a class profile. Share 
unit in class and participate in classroom discussions regarding units on 
final class 
meeting and exam day.

5. Choose from the following activities according to grading options below:


a. Perform a pre- and post-assessment on an elementary school age child using Literacy 
Kits (introduced in class). Write up results including the analysis of the kit as an 
assessment tool in narrative form.


b. Perform an assessment on a child. Write up results and next steps, being informed by 
the results of the assessment as in Continuous Diagnostic Assessment (from Barbara 
Walker’s text)


c. Write up findings similar to Carol Avery’s case study of “Traci: A Learning Disabled 
Child in a Writing Process Classroom” (article shared in 
class) according to one student 
from your class and/or community. Use 
the same topic headings as close to those of 
Avery’s work as possible.

6. A note on absences…It stands to reason that your attendance is important to your 
growth in this class. It is also important to us as a learning community.  The need 
for any absences past two must be discussed with the instructor and will result in 
lowering of grade by one 
letter grade.

Grading:  As a graduate student, you obviously have made a conscious choice that this class will in some way be a meaningful part of your life experience. Therefore, I second this motion by attempting to give you assignments that provide you with new learning experiences but yet will allow you opportunities for choice based on your own strengths.  Please take part in the aforementioned engagements with active learning in mind---put yourself out there as a learner in regards to your cohort group, community work and examination of child’s literacy abilities, not only as the knower holding “the” knowledge.  Take part in as many of the experiences as possible.

Grading Rubric: Final grade of “A”—Learning Engagements 1-4, 3 of the choices given in Learning Engagement # 5 and no more than 2 absences
 Final grade of “B”—Learning Engagements 1-4 and 2 of the choices given in Learning Engagement # 5
Final grade of “C”—Learning Engagements 1-4 and 1 of the choices given in Learning Engagement # 5
All activities and reports due on or before November 27.

Class Schedule

August 28:  
Introductions...Setting the groundwork



What is assessment?



What are the purposes of assessment?


Project Fresa: Cultivating Community Connected Learning 


Where is assessment in this piece? Investigate California Standards 



to look at goals and objectives.


Develop an assessment to share with cohort group on-line on 8/28



and in class on 9/4.


Reading: Chapter 3-Assessment (Cummins, Brown & Sayers)


Online discussion of assessment tools (see above)

September 4:
Share assessment for Project Fresa.


Introduction of text: Diagnostic Tutoring, B. Walker



Look at graphic in Chapter 1 of tutoring session.



Reading: Investigate Part 2 of Walker’s text.

September 11: Directions Assessment (Fox, et al. 2003)



Literate Behavior Log (Fox, et al. 2003)



Develop an assessment for your own students according to these 



two models

September 18:Jigsaw of articles for Educational Leadership, February 2005.



Online discussion by 9:00 9/19/07



Reading: Chapter 1-Naturalistic Classroom-Based Assessment 




(Cavuto). Choose one scenario to follow-up and bring in written 




form to class on 9/25.

September 25: Begin with exercises from pages 7-9, Cavuto.



Divide into cohort groups to examine Chapters 2-10 (Cavuto).

October 2: 
Continued work on Chapters 2-10 (Cavuto). Prepare handouts and 



presentation (by cohort groups).

October 9: 
Presentations on Cavuto’s work (by cohort groups).

October 16: 
Read (in class) Carol Avery’s case study approach of Traci.



Discuss pros and cons of this type of approach to record keeping 



and data analysis.

October 23:  
Examining a cumulative folder…what does it tell us? The child’s 




future 
teachers? School district and state? What resources can it 



give us?


Read: Chapter 7: Foundations of literacy (Lipson & Wixson)

October 30:
Follow up discussion to Lipson & Wixson (online by November 1 




9:00 pm)
November 6: Examine models of assessment  through sharing one of your own 




and participating in discussions of others(Learning Engagement 2 



bove.) [online discussion]
November 13: Sharing in class of Learning Engagement # 5
November 20: TBA


November 27: All materials from Learning Engagement #4 and #5 due



Sharing in class of Learning Engagement # 5
December 4: Student presentations (Learning Engagement 4)


Last day of class

Exam: 
Student presentations of Learning Engagement 4


Materials returned

