Literature in the Elementary Schools 

Education 344

Fall 2008

Monday & Wednesday--2:00-3:15

Instructor:Dr. Kathy R. Fox,   
Foxk@uncw.education
Drop-In Office Hours: 
Monday --1:00-2:00




Wednesday—1:00-2:00





Alternate Wednesdays--8:30-9:30, College Park





Alternate Friday--10:30-2:00




Other appointment hours may be arranged





Room 267






Office Phone: 962-3219



Texts:
Temple, Martinez, Yokota and Naylor. Children’s Books in Children’s 
Hands. (recommended)
-Selected handouts from Instructor

-Selected children’s texts

Purpose:  This course is designed first and foremost to encourage students to delve into the wide array of children’s literature through assisting beginning teachers in the examination, selection, implementation and evaluation process of a classroom literature program.  The practical use of literature and other media as “tools” in reading programs will be discussed and explored. Strategies for integrating literature into content areas will be developed. The course includes the examination of cultural, linguistic and artistic themes found in children’s literature. Patterns over time as well as political influences in children’s literature will be explored.  The course includes strategies to aid beginning teachers in their growth as effective decision-makers and reflective practitioners.

Learning Engagements:

1. Class reading assignments and discussions.  Your participation counts as 10% of your grade. (*Please see note below.)

2. Anthology: Read 50+ children’s books, magazines and/or websites

Evaluate the works on a self-developed 4 point rubric (see #3 below).

Write an annotated bibliography for each entry with title, author, illustrator, (or web address), publishing date, publisher, genre, category or theme, summary (1-2 sentences) and suggested curriculum connections for each entry. The completed anthology and rubric together count as 30% of your grade and are due on November 24, 2008. A rough draft with one sample entry and a copy of the rubric are due on September 10, 2008.
3. Co-construct with classmates a rubric to be used to evaluate children’s books. Your rubric is due on September 10 and should be turned in along with your anthology on November 24 as well.

4. Participate in an Author Study. With a group of your peers you will survey work by one children’s author, develop a theme from the literature, and teaching points relevant to an elementary classroom. Copies will be shared with the class. This is due on September 29, 2008 and counts as 15% of your grade.
5. An alternative assignment for the children’s book author study is to participate in the campus wide book study. Please follow the link for more information. Note: the opening event is this Sunday, August 24.


(http://www.uncw.edu/commonreading/events.htm 


Additional information found at http://www.uncw.edu/commonreading)
6. Attend as an observer two reading sessions outside of our class. One observation should be at one of the following sites:

Children’s after school or community support center (i.e. YMCA, 


Boys & Girls Club)


Wilmington City Library Story time: Downtown or other branch





Check for times and age groups



Public Bookstore: 





Usually Friday evenings/ Saturday mornings





Check for weekly events, times and age groups



Other community sites may be used with instructor’s pre-approval.

The second observation should be at an elementary school. I will let you know more about this scheduled observation as the time approaches and the arrangement finalizes. There is flexibility in the cases of those who might be currently working and/or involved in school classrooms. The focus of the observation is to observe strategies used by a classroom teacher in a classroom setting as she/he reads aloud to children. 



7. Participate in a classroom read aloud. Each of you will be given a classroom and time to visit the school as a guest reader. As with the observations, there is flexibility here in the case of those who might be currently working and/or involved in school classrooms.

8. Facilitate a read aloud with a child on a one-to-one basis. Take into account the age of the child, interests of the child, and book appropriateness. Use follow up questions and/or activities to extend the story. Questioning techniques will be presented in class.
9. Written reflections (4) from each of the above experiences (community observation, school observation, 2 read aloud experiences) are required and should follow guidelines discussed in class. 

The first reflection is due on/by September 10, 2008.


All other reflections are due on/by November 19, 2008, and count as 
20% of your grade.
10. Write/Create children’s book
Using a published author/illustrator’s work as a model, recreate your version of the text. Much of this work will be done in class and you will have opportunities to peruse multiple authors’ work before beginning the project. An activity sheet will be included in your project for using the re-writing project with children.

The children’s book and activity sheet counts as 15% of your grade. A rough draft is due on October 8, 2008. The completed book and activity sheet are due on December 1, 2008. Materials will be returned on exam day.
Grading: 

As noted above, your grades are dependent on your assignment completion. To earn an A in this class you must miss no more than two classes, meet all of the criteria by due date and meet the expectations we will develop and discuss in class. Please feel encouraged to bring your work to me as you go so that you can feel confident of the process as well as the product. 

*Participation:


Classroom discussions and activities are a valuable part of our learning experiences. Just as you will want your students to participate both through attentive listening and active discussion, I want the same for you. Please be conscious of how you represent yourself as a contributing member of our group and as a future educator.

A note on absences…It stands to reason that your attendance is important to your participation and growth in this class. It is also important to us as a learning community.  The need for any absences past two must be discussed with the instructor and will affect your final grade by one letter grade. A sign in sheet will be made available at each class meeting.

Calendar in brief:


August 20, 2008: 

Class begins


September 10, 2008: 

Sample Anthology entry and rubric due






Reflection 1 due


September 29, 2008:

Author Study Presentations and work due

October 4-7, 2008: 

Fall Vacation


October 8, 2008:

Rough draft of children’s book due


October 22, 2008

Meet in Tech Lab

 
Nov 17, 2008:


Workday for children’s books


Nov 19, 2008: 

Reflections 2, 3 and 4 due


Nov 24, 2008


Anthology Due


Dec 1, 2008: 


Children’s book due






Author celebration


Dec 3, 2008:


Author celebration continued






Last day of class


TBA



Exam Day

Class Schedule:
Class One- August 20

Introductions/Setting ground rules


What is literacy? What are the tools of literacy? 


Work on a class construct for literacy


Book survey, looking at recommended lists in texts

Examining categories of books


Read Article for Jigsaw on Multicultural Books, Transformative 
Curriculum


Read Temple, et al pgs 142-204

August 25, 2008--Book sharing

Jigsaw


Books overtime: Political, cultural, research influences and trends

Read Temple, et al pgs 87-141

August 27, 2008-Book sharing

Models of anthologies and rubrics


Dr. Seuss author study


Read Author Study, Fox 2007

September 3: Children’s book art 


Making Eric Carle art

Sign up for author-- small group study

September 8, 2008- Book sharing and author study

Complete Eric Carle art project


Read Temple, et al pgs 493-511

September 10, 2008- Book sharing and author study

Teacher as reader: Reflections on initial observations

Due: Sample anthology entry with rubric & Reflection 1 

Read: Handout-Hurd and Biggerstaff, Read Aloud Guidelines


Read Temple, et al pgs 471-475

September 15, 2008-Book sharing and author study

Practicing read alouds--book of your choice

Guest reader!
September 17, 2008- Book sharing and author study

Age appeal of books--evaluating your audience

Read Temple, et al pgs14-28
September 22, 2008- Book sharing and author study

Content area literacy-efferent and esthetic reading

Read Guthrie’s content area literacy CORI model

September 24, 2008- Book sharing and author study


Notebooks, journals and story logs for comprehension



Read: Temple, et al., pgs 508-513
September 29, 2008-Author study presentations and electronic report due

October 1, 2008--Book making--looking at student samples.


Guest readers/artists/authors

October 4-7, 2008--Fall Break

October 8, 2008--Literature Circles

Rough draft of children’s book due-share in class

Choose chapter book for literature circle

October 13, 2008-- Chapter book for literature circle

Dioramas and other forms of representation

Read Temple, et al pgs 513-516
October 15, 2008-- Chapter book for literature circle 


Meet in group
October 20, 2008-- Chapter book/ literature circles

Discuss and evaluate in class


Contribute to list: Top Picks

Read article on Internet and literacy, to be distributed
October 22, 2008 Edutainment


Meet in the technology lab


Review children’s literacy websites


Contribute to list: Top Picks- Submit to instructor by end of day, 5:00
October 27, 2008--Holiday Books-How to choose for classroom lessons



Contribute to list: Top Picks

Read Temple, et al pgs. 221-257

October 29, 2008-- Dramatic play/Readers Theatre


Contribute to list: Top Picks


Read Temple, et al pgs. 517-520 and Handout: Dramatic Play Centers
 November 3, 2008--Poetry & Song


Incorporating into the daily routine

Contribute to list: Top Picks


Read Temple, et al 259-305 and 521-526
November 5, 2008--Literature Centers-Classroom design


What does this have to do with children’s literature?


Contribute to list: Top Picks

Read Temple, et al pgs.493-511
November 10, 2008 Family Literacy: Assumptions vs. Reality


Family Literacy Packets


What does this have to do with children’s literature?


Read Moll & Gonzalez, Funds of Knowledge

November 12, 2008 Communicating with families: Story Letters


Develop story letter in class submit final version by end of class today

November 17, 2008--Children’s Book Workday


Classroom available for anthology work as well

November 19, 2008- Reflections 2, 3 and 4 due


Develop Do’s and Don’ts list

November 24, 2008-Anthology Due

Share favorite book in class


Contribute to list: Top Picks
Dec 1, 2008- Book Sharing & Author Celebration

Children’s book due
Dec 3, 2008-Book Sharing & Author Celebration.


Last day of Class

Exam Day- Author Celebration & Materials returned
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