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Abstract

This article presents information regarding teaching children the power of the author’s voice through an author study approach to children’s literature.  Unlike other uses of children’s texts, this approach is used to enable children to experience how writing gives the author a forum for expressing his/her views and experiences.  Children learn to think critically about an author’s voice by being exposed to and guided through several selections from the same author. They discover trends in a selected author’s work by text analysis. They conduct background research on the author through on-line searches, biographical text notes and correspondences to relate how the themes and ideas presented in the selected books reflect the author’s own experiences and values. Children compare and contrast authors by cultural and/or linguistic background, ethnicity, and time to discover historical and geographical patterns. Finally children use their own writing as a transformative tool to promote their personal ideas regarding social justice.
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