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January 2009
Oscar Hijuelos, The
Dark Dude.
October 2008

Carla Trujillo, What
Night Brings.

Contact Amrita Das
dasa@uncw.edu
910-962-2430

Pomegranate Books
4418 Park Ave.
910-452-1107

15% discount for club

members.

BOOK OF THE MONTH
FEBRUARY 2009

GeoGrAPHIES OF HomE

Geographies of Home (1999) is
Loida Maritza Pérez’ debut novel.
The novel began as a short story,
which later developed into a novel.
This short story is in Chapter 8 of
the novel. The novel is a tale of a
Dominican family escaping the
Trujillo dictatorship. Aurelia and
Papito, their three daughters,
Marina, Rebecca, Iliana, and
another eleven children come to the
United States to leave behind fear
and poverty. Unfortunately the
American Dream is not what they
had expected. The Brooklyn
neighborhood, where they move to
is surrounded by poverty and
racism. One of the daughters is
raped and goes mad, and another is
stuck in her marriage to an abusive
husband. In an interview Pérez
says that the issues in this book do
not pertain only to Dominicans or
Latinos, rather “... to the human
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condition: our need to belong and
be accepted.”
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Author

Loida Maritza Pérez is the third

Dominican American author chosen
for our Book
Club, after Julia
Alvarez and
Junot Diaz.
Pérez was born
two years after
the
assassination of
the Dominican
dictator Rafael
Trujillo in
1963. She immigrated to the United
States with her family when she
was only three years old. She grew
up in New York and attended
Cornell University. She chose to
study English, in spite of the fact
that her parents wanted her to
pursue a career in something more
legitimate like medicine or law.
After reading Gabriel Garcia
Marquez’ 100 Years of Solitude she
found the legitimacy to pursue
literature and now she is working
on her next novel based in the
Dominican Republic.
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Book Club Blog
http:/ /latinobookclub.blogspot.com




