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Latin Moon in Manhattan (1993)

is Santiago “Sammy” Martinez’s
journey from the Colombian capital
Bogotd, to New York City to find a
new life, only to be involved with
drug trafficking, among all the other
subplots. Martinez hopes to finish
his epic poem on Christopher
Columbus, but for now is an
interpreter in the New York courts,
a job Manrique did himself before
making a career in creative writing.
Martinez, also gay like the author,
is trying to find a place for himself,
as he learns to cope with losses of
his friend, who dies of AIDS and
his cat Mr. O’Donnell, who dies of
an enlarged heart. This novel has
been compared to Manuel Puig, the
Argentine author’s Boquitas
pintadas (Heartbreak Tango) for its
offbeat style and references to

popular culture.
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Volume 2, Issue 8

Author

J aime Manrique, born in the

Colombian town of Baranquilla is
currently an Associate Professor of
Creative Writing at Columbia
University in New York City. He
moved with his family to Florida as
a teenager. Manrique started his
career writing in Spanish, his native
language. One of his earliest
novella El caddver de papd (1980)
with a gay protagonist who murders
his father was later reworked to
become his English novel
Colombian Gold: A Novel of Power
and Corruption (1983). He is a
poet, novelist,
essayist, and
translator.
Manrique
tries to reflect
the issues of
gay Latinos in
his works
arising from
his own
conflictive life as a gay man in the
Latino community. Eminent
Maricones: Arenas, Lorca, Puig,
and Me is his autobiography told
along with the lives of the three
authors. To read an excerpt from
this book and know more about the
author visit his website
WWW.jaimemanrique.com
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Book Club Blog

http:/ /latinobookclub.blogspot.com




