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EDN 512
Legal Issues and Policy Formation as a Systemic Process
Dr. Howard V. Coleman
Office – 339 WSE                                                                             Phone: 962-7287
Office Hours                   Tuesdays:   4:00 - 5:00      Wednesdays 4:00 – 5:00
                                                 7:30 – 8:30                            7:30 – 8:30

Additional hours available for individual appointments via email -  colemanh@uncw.edu
Rationale for this course: The MSA conceptual framework has identified variables and relationships that describe schools as social systems.  One objective of the MSA program is to ensure that our students understand the development and implementation of educational policies at the federal, state, and local levels.  This course provides opportunities for educational leaders to begin to understand the importance educational policies in public schools. The conceptual framework of policy formation as a systemic and evolving process will be utilized to assist students in creating policies, analyzing existing policies, and assessing the impact of policies on students, teachers, and the larger community. 
Course Objectives:  This course will enable students to:
· understand the role of policy formation in the operation of public schools

· understand the relationship between politics and policy

· understand policy issues at the local, state, and federal levels

· understand the relationship between policy and law

· analyze the factors that determine policy effectiveness & implementation

· act with integrity and fairness in dealings with all students, faculty, staff, and the larger learning community.


Course Structure:  This course will require various forms of student participation, including:  attending class, participating in class discussions, reading assigned materials, performing case analyses, and working individually and in groups.  The class will utilize lecture, cooperative groupings and guest speakers.  This course will require you to use technology skills to locate assigned readings on the World Wide Web. 
Topics: Federal policy, IDEA and 504, No Child Left Behind, state policy issues, state organization & control of schools, local organization and control of schools, local district policy issues, school based policy issues, online learning, search and seizure, freedom of speech, finance, budgeting and the Leandro court case.
Reading & Discussion Assignments: Please review files and posting topics in Blackboard
	 OL Discussion Assignments – Due at 5:00 pm on designated due date

	January 14
	Governance, NCLB & NC ABCs
	5 points

	January 28
	Freedom of Speech (Group)
	5 points

	February 11
	Student Rights, Drugs, Weapons (Group)
	5 points

	February 25
	IDEA Laws and Policies
	5 points

	March 18
	Teacher Professionalism  (Group)  
	5 points

	April 1
	School Finance/Leandro Case
	5 points

	April 15
	Technology/ISTE Standards
	5 points

	                                                                      Total # of Discussion Points = 35


Mid-Term Exam Work Product (30 points). This will be a 4-5 page paper demonstrating an in depth understanding of the major tenets of IDEA legislation, the intended outcomes & the unintended consequences created by this federal mandate, and possible solutions to the unintended consequences. The Mid-term Exam paper will be emailed in on March 4th. Please review the outline & grading rubric for the mid-term exam work product in Blackboard.

Final Exam (35 points) The Final Exam will be distributed on November 28th.  The Final Exam will be a case study analysis of a school with multiple problems.  The 5-7 page paper will demonstrate your in-depth understanding of the problems and the potential policy solutions for the issues. The final exam will be emailed in on or before April 27th. Please review the outline and grading rubric for the final exam work product in the Blackboard course shell.
Grading Scale 
Total points available
100
A



  91 - 100
B



  81 -   90
C



  71 -   80
F



Below 71  
Attendance, Participation & Behavioral Expectations: Students are expected to attend all F2F class meetings on time each week and participate in class discussions. Students who are tardy to class will be considered to be absent. The Watson School of Education is committed to promoting and ensuring professional leadership dispositions and behaviors among all students.  Inappropriate behaviors during class meetings will not be tolerated. Inappropriate behaviors and disruptions include talking during instructor and student presentations, reading books, magazines, or newspapers during class, sleeping in class, using cell phones in class, wearing hats in class, and a lack of respect for persons.  Students who chose to disrupt class and/or exhibit inappropriate behaviors will be directed to leave class immediately and receive an automatic 5 point deduction from their final grade for each offense.  After the second offense, students will be withdrawn from the class.
Students withdrawing after withdrawal deadline date will receive a WF (withdrawal failing) grade. 
All cell phones, beepers, or electronic devices must be turned off prior to entering the classroom. 

Only water is permitted in the classroom – no food or drinks.

There will be no required text for this class.  There are many sources and court cases that will be referenced throughout this course, and it is the responsibility of the student to research the appropriate sources.

Reading Assignments

January 7:
National Defense Education Act (1958)

F2F

Vocational Education Act (1963)



Civil Rights Act (1964)



ESEA (1965)



No Child Left Behind (2001) Four Pillars – review all sections 



NC ABCs of Accountability – History

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/state_board/SBE_history/chapter5.html
Components: high student performance, safe, orderly and caring schools quality 
teachers, administrators, and staff strong family, community, and business support 
effective and efficient operation 

January 14:
Constitution of the United States - First and Fourteenth Amendments 

OL

Declaration of Independence



Sweezy v. New Hampshire (1957) 



Engel v. Vitale (1962)



School District of Abington Township v. Schempp (1963)



Tinker v. Des Moines (1969)



Bethel School District.v. Fraser (1986)


Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier (1988)



Lee v. Weisman (1992)



Constitution of the State of North Carolina – Article IX



http://statelibrary.dcr.state.nc.us/nc/stgovt/Preconst.htm


NC G. S. 115C-378:  Compulsory Attendance

January 28:
The Fourth Amendment



The Fifth Amendment



Goss versus Lopez (1975)



New Jersey v. T.L.O. (1985)



Probable Cause versus Reasonable Suspicion definitions 



Williams v. Ellington (1992)



Cornfield v. Consolidated High School District (1992) 


Galford v. Mark Anthony B., (1993)



Thomas v. Roberts, (2001)
February 4:
Acton v. Vernonia School District (1991)
F2F

Martinez v. School District (1992)


Thompson v. Carthage School District (1996)



Stigile v. Clinton (1996)


Willis II v. Anderson(1999)



United States v Aguilera (2003)


Zero Tolerance Policy
February 11:
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (1973)

OL

1975 Education for All Handicapped Children Act


Americans with Disabilities Act (1990) 



 IDEA 1997


 IDEA 2005/Stay Put Provision



 IEP http://www.ed.gov/parents/needs/speced/iepguide/index.html


 Martin Light v. Parkway District (1995)
February 25:
NC Professional Conduct for NC Educators

OL 

NC General Statute 115C-325


NC Teacher Performance Appraisal System


New Hanover County Schools Board Policy Manual



http://www.nhcs.k12.nc.us/policies/series1000.htm


New Hanover County Action Plan for Licensed Employees



http://www.nhcs.k12.nc.us/policies/series6000/6360.pdf


New Hanover County Schools Sexual Harassment Policy


http://www.nhcs.k12.nc.us/policies/series1000/1720.pdf
March 18: 
Please review Finance & Budget files from Blackboard

March 25:
Britt v. North Carolina State Board of Education (1987)


http://www.schoolfunding.info/states/nc/lit_nc.php3


Leandro v. State (1997)




  




                        http://www.startingat3.org/case_law/NC_Hoke.html


Leandro Trial Court Rulings



http://www.ncpep.org/law/elaw/hoke.html


Constitution of the State of North Carolina – Article IX

April 1:
Please review Policy Analysis & Evaluation files from Blackboard

April 8: 
Future-Ready Students



http://www.ncpublicschools.org/state_board/boardgoals.pdf


NC 21st Century Teaching Standards



http://www.ncptsc.org/Final%20Standards%20Document.pdf


NC 21st Century for School Leaders



http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/docs/fbs/personnel/evaluation/standardsadmin.pdf


ISTE Standards - http://www.ncrtec.org/pd/tssa/tssa.pdf
Internet Resources and Links
Find Law for Legal Professionals

http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/data/constitution/amendments.html
The Library of Congress: Constitution

http://rs6.loc.gov/ammem/help/constRedir.html
The National Center for Policy Analysis

http://www.ncpa.org/iss/edu/
US Department of Education

http://www.ed.gov
NCLB Policy Letters to States

http://www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/guid/stateletters/index.html
Education Week

http://www.edweek.org/
The Education Trust

http://www2.edtrust.org/edtrust
US Department of Education IDEA Policy
http://www.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/idea2004.html
Council for Exceptional Children
http://www.ideapractices.org/
National Early Childhood TA Center

http://www.nectas.unc.edu/inclusion/legis/fedlegisl.asp
NC State Board of Education Policy Manual
http://sbepolicy.dpi.state.nc.us/apa.asp
NC State Board of Education 
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/state_board/
NC Education Alliance

http://www.nceducationalliance.org/links/
Public School Forum of North Carolina

http://www.ncforum.org/
Search and Seizure
http://www.dese.state.mo.us/schoollaw/freqaskques/searchissues.htm
