EDN 500 Human Growth and Learning: Observation Project

Fall 2007
Based on Daniels, D. H., Beaumont, L. J., & Doolin, C. A. (2002; 2007, 2nd Ed.). 

Understanding children: An interview and observation guide for educators. NY: McGraw-Hill.
Purpose:  This project will engage you in sustained and focused observations of several children at different stages of development.  The basic goal is to be able to “see” and describe developmental patterns, trends and distinctions within and across major developmental categories.  To do this, you will be selecting and applying specific observation tools to collect observational data that will be used as a framework for developing a written “report” on one or more children (see Daniels et al., Ch. 6 for report models). 

Directions: Using Daniels et al, select 1 or 2 observation tools for each category of development discussed in the Daniels et al. text (physical; cognitive; socio-emotional) that reflect your interests and/or opportunities for observing children engaged in or reporting about  school-related experiences and/or events.  You should make your selections from the following chapters, with the noted exceptions in mind. You will need to select situations in which one or more of the same children will be observable, so, at least one child can become the subject or focus of your written report. (If this will not be possible, we can negotiate alternatives.)
Chapter 3: Physical Development (exclude # 3.9: Children’s Health Issues). Select one observation activity from the eight activities presented. Each will engage you in some aspect/s of children’s physical development.  To the best of your ability, use the data collection procedures and tools associated with the activity you select. This will become the foundation of your observation report, in that physical developmental change is the foundation for virtually all aspects of learning, and the teaching intended to support learning. 
Chapters 4: Cognitive Development (excluding # 4.13: Interview with a Teacher) and Chapter 5: Socioemotional Development (excluding # 5.14: Classroom Environment Survey): Select one observation activity from any of  the 12 activities presented in Chp. 4 and one from the 13 presented in Chp. 5 to complete. 
Using the data you’ve compiled from your two observations as your context, develop a written report such as one of those presented in Chapter 6. Try to include as much data as possible in making your interpretations or evaluations. 

Observation/Development Project Assessment

Name________________________________

Topic________________________










Score___________
	Total: 80 pts
	Unclear/

inappropriate/

no evidence
	Some evidence/

vague/

minimal detail
	Adequate development & detail
	Well developed/

rich & detailed

	Content: 30
	(0-2)
	(3-5)
	(6-8)
	(9-10)

	Tools identified &/or explained
	0  1  2
	3  4  5 
	6  7  8 
	9   10

	Data cited &/or presented
	0  1  2
	3  4  5 
	6  7  8 
	9   10

	Interpretations based on data
	0  1  2
	3  4  5 
	6  7  8 
	9   10

	Organization: 20
	0 1 2 3 4 5
	6 7 8 9 10
	11 12 13 14 15
	16 17 18 19 20

	Clarity: 20
	0 1 2 3 4 5
	6 7 8 9 10
	11 12 13 14 15
	16 17 18 19 20

	Presentation: 10
	0  1  2
	3  4  5 
	6  7  8 
	9   10
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