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CASE STUDY
Melissa Reid

Metisa Rewd, a snadent teacher i the Foglish Department at Euilenco Flygh
School, sat in the empty classromn working over and over in ber mind a
story one of her students bad just nened in to her. The story, full of
vinedictiveness amd hatred wward a voung mean's “unfair, worthless, nolsody
of a smdent teacher.” shook Melissa w her core. She Bad never read a
stident’s storv so mean-spirited. Her siudent teaching experience was furoe-
g tbo A sighbmare,

Melissa was a 28-vear-old senior at Metropolitan University majoring in
English education. For as long as she could remembser she had wanted o
b a high school weacher, and doring ber last semester in coblege she was
finally getting her chamee in the classroom as a stedent teacher at Litideton
High School When she began, two months before, overdhing had gone
weell, Her cooperating teacher, Jame Maddox, had turmed out te be someone
tor msidel==organized, creatve, for, mtelligent, respected by ber colleages
and studends, and tolerant of and helpful to Melissa,

Melis=a was responzible for student teaching in swo tenth-grade Ameri-
can Teratore olsses and three twellthgrade composiion coarses Tl
h}'_l::nr H:L-l_l-llla-:-.;-_la:m_' bk LAV Mol her |:-F_:l|::35|:1:e; b ]L'|'.11:|.~: $0F meEW
al their b meetng saying, “Twant vou o become faomiliar with the conrse,
e stulends, aned the ciermcoburme. §want vor @0 begm o teach classes yonrse]f
Al S0l Gs ol fel VLl aEe |'l.".'|l:]_'§.'."

Jane seemed open to Melissa’s ideas and regularly sought Melissa's input
o her lesson plans and encouraged ber o implement cooperative learming
activities i the classes. H-_'!.- the emd of the third week of school, BMelissa
bl assnmesd classeoom teaching responsibilities i owo of the twellth-grade
compasition classes,

The average-level section of composition intrigued Melissa the most, ©f
thee tweny-six students, cnly two were girks and nineteen of the bovs were
Latine, The makenp of the class allowed Melissa to come o know the
students more quickly. First, there were the tvo girls, Maria, a sweet, deter-
mined voung woman, worked as hard as she could althowgh she never
carned more than s B in oany work she tomed i, Tont was ber seoror
image. She constanthy flirted, alked, and genemlly disrupred class. Melisa
hasd met privately with Too, suggesting to her that ber behavior seemed 1o
b st disruptive when Toni didn’t understand the material and offening
tor work with her on the more confusing assipnments, Bather than scoepting
hes aeffer, Tom seemed o resent Melissa's .\IIgHE'.—HifIII.\ areed comhirveed 1o
disrnpn the class,

The five Anglo bovs also had their voigoe characteristics, Brandon and
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effort. His frcnd, Brandan, ‘|'|'|.:|:‘|l||:"1|I|.1I.- -::::-E‘:lil.!rl Ted s work Al Teanefed i in
Ak ]Ii!’i (L Y N h’TI‘l I'Iil.‘l!l. JHIIII:'H.. .'l.rtrl ‘-I!t'tls-_l_i H'!c' WATEE |]|1' L:IJI."H I:'[I:I'I'rll."a. “'il:'l!i.l!"‘ L L
thee siost capabibe of the thres, b dido™ seent fos fraends to koo e conld
Twes gy A e-:Ell-:]-f'-rlr._'f:uru'x Wk ﬂ'.a-Lue|1|'.|'|r'|_',.- !1|i|_=|"||r s wel], Tt fHal 11 |:-rt|:.'4*u-:1t:|_=|"||
1"'”‘1”'[ [W¥] I.J.i.l.h.""n. f}lﬂ'ﬂfllfﬁ' 1|.i1.|.||1l [ ] ||"!¢ {4 ] HII.ITE"!II: :I.I.'.H‘Ii’!llli-l'.nl.l.l:l'. E:II.! Al Ter-
taireed the cliss by oving e i with Melissa and sidetracking his frieods
with endless attempis al hiumer.

Many of the remaining nineteen Latino students weve Melissa's Bvoriues,
The mwo informal leaders, Jose and Eddie, were always respectfiol of Melissa
atud often kept their classmates in lne during class. fane Maddox had Eiled
Jose in her class lasc vear, and she commented regularly on the change in
his behavior since Melissa had taken over the class. Jane atriboted this o
a conference Melissa had with Jose after the first jomrnal assipnment, From
the journal Melissa learned that Jose had been devastated the previous
semester by his grandfather's death, She had a discussion with Jose the next
day and shared with him her own experience and sense of loss at her
prandfather’s death the vear before, After that, Jose began to volunteer in
class discussions, complete every homework assigneeent, and hand i exoma-
croedit assirniments, ]

Oiher students followed Joses lead and began to accept Melissa, While
Melissa was sterme and firm in the classroom, she seemed able to establish
a comdortable mpport with the students, Several began o confide their
raq_'rmm:tl' [a-rla-l‘ﬂq'-l:lm wr heer gl o oseek bher adveee abent career and ool-
lepe pabakns.

By the eighth week of the sermester, tumgs seemmed o be going well.
Whiale siudents still L"']Iihl.l.-l.'l:lh‘;l'll. her and their bebayvior was nol ill'.".'.l.}:h s
tox what she would have Bked, she fell more in control. Jame began to allosw
Metisza 0o teach entirely on her own, She started by leaving the room for
tem-riiskiie intervals, dar ing wihich her absencoe was l:litl:'l:'!!t' moticed. Adter a
few days, she remained out of the room for the entive period. However,
ax Jane's regular absences became noticed, the second-period chass would
sometimes become disrprive.

For the last week of October, Melissa had planned a unit nsing horror
and suspense stories, hoping the refation o Hallowesn would provide scme
intterest, For the final project of the unit, cach student wis towrite 2 suspe e
story. When Melissa introduced that particalar requirement the day before
the cliss was b begin woting, the stodents’ reactions surprsed her.

“Oh, man, T can't do this!” complained Brandon londly.

Nor, Miss Bead, vou're making this way toe hard,” agreed Jose.

Oither students chumed mowith ther responses, all of them negatve,

Melissa waited for the grombling 1o subside and responded, “Listen wp.
1!r|::l|t E]I."'::lillfh e :I.‘I'I‘:’H-'_i"\ H!"I‘I;I:Ig ?EJE!I'ﬁL!i\""‘ .'|-.||1'||'| ill:ll:] i.l]'l'c'il.'!u'!'i tJL!.IHH ."alll'l.!ll'i.hl""l'l.
when vou do well, T0s e vou Dad some confdence o vonr writineg, Al
of WL e -e]-el'ing VERY well, arul of SOHL SEOp |.1r||||r'|'.|i1'|i||g arnel stat mu'kil:g

e raery il ehis |u||||:-'|-e'I|:'l:] it loab Fasger!™



Sl rrven - WY ey Ly | Wizlissa Rosd [R5 o rdcEren=-Hit, e, 1885
Case Studies for
Traches Frabiem Salvirg

Well, T can™ think of a story, Miss B T don’t even ke horror stomes,”
..I.Eﬂli ﬁ_l'illll"'l[.

“Fhis s siech a duommd assignmens,” moiered Brandon,

Ml by A ther an 1*:-;:1:-:|1|.!:|'..1It!ri Brosple. “CAKC, thon's -e-uuug!ﬂ Wi have
a Lot go do sl I1|-|1'.'|._1_f. Ir i -|'|'||i-e'r koo s finish !-ell:]'.l:t":q. wiork, we can
start generaiing some ideas o belp you get started tomorrow.”

Eater, during lunch, she met with Jane to discuss ber morning trouldes.
"I s not the leson, iUs god o be me. T really haven't Ggured out how o
mandge this class. All they do is gripe abouwt the lessons when vou're ol
in tlee room.”

They de thad, regardless. You know these kids,” Jane responded. “Mavbe
vou necd o assert yoursell, Remind them that you're in charge, Use some
of those behavior modification ddeas vou talked o me abowe”

Melisza agreed and asked Jane o sic in on the first few minuoges of class
the following dav, “P'd like vou to be there to make snre | handle dhis well”

Muelissa came to the class earlier that day and nsed the mme foowrite in
large betters on the board:

CGROUNDS FOR DETENTION

EEAVING YOUR SEAT WITHOLUT PERMISSEOM
ElsTRACTING YOUR MEIMGHBORS

TALKING TO FRIENDS

CHEATIN

LSING INAPPROPRIATE LANGUACE

After the class was seated, Melissa egan, “Uve noticed that many of you
have Toegoiten the class mules that s, Maddox outlined o the frsg day
of school, Pve decided o refresh vour memory of what they are, as well as
what the punishment is for any infractions. IF vou do not anderstand what
we are dokhg i class, that's O Yoo can ask me. However, Twill not besicate
tor recornmentd you for detention il vou cannol conduct yourse lves praperly,
Droes anyore have any questions?” Absolute guiet, No one responded. Mrs,
Maddox gave a thumbsap sign and a smile and quietly left the room.

For a half housr, Melissa enjoved an attentive classroom. Everyone partici-
ptted in the Brainstormmg activity, even Toni.

“OR, we've come op o withe some grest wless for plois, Now let’s discass
where these can be set, Where could our horror story take place?”

“A hannted howser™ Tong volunteered,

“Caoned,” sabd Mefissa, “Let’s starl wath that, Who can think of some
s jectives e deserbe the hopsed”

-

i :|'|.'¢'||fc," Urlark,™ “l'ln'xrl:"riﬁ!:m, 'IIIHHI'IiIIH.,- arvswered a chorug of sodces.
“Chieesyl™ Iowis Gregory™s visioe,
Melisn pnrrend toawardd boms. "How does that B {jw’:g?‘"

"y I||.:|.||1_.'._ that abeseribees that restawant | o Vit wn-rL‘i:ng aft, Meliss .7
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Yo worrk s oa resinueant, Miss Bewl?” Cosdos asked. "Whieh one? 7
A% Hane: 'a'iHiE--

“Peitses Fodwrnn,” velled James

“Tlear™s 1'-rt|::||.t|_=|'||. 1IN, Wo're Hir:l::ltm.'illg ~.-e-|r'i|1g: o iy rti|_=|"||r_i-:1|:|."

“ Ih.l.:-l.l:ﬁ']l 1Eiis was W rlu'_i-el'h, Mlpss Feid, Hoaw o WM work 1 o resran-
riirlr” askhed Maria.

Teaching will e myv career after I graduace,” Melissa tried o
explain. "Student feaching o't a fulHledged job. I like an iniern-
ship.”

“Like noy beautician classes al the Hair Palace?™ asked Toni.

"Right. Now can we get back to the lessonr”

oue mrean vou're pot a real teacher?” asked Michael, almost too inno-
cerly.

Melissa took a deep breath. “Yes and no. U'm not officially on staff, bai
I am responsible for teaching you, and I can determine your grades. So,
let's met back to work,”™

Whyr You just said vou're not & real teacher, You can't do anvthing 1o
ust" Gregory taunted,

Yo, Miss B, that's diss! Pd gpee bam detention i | were yon,™ ox-
claimed Luis

That's about cnoongh! Do | have to go throvghe that list again? T don’t
want s hear another word about waitressang o my staios as a fescher,
i :l.'ra-l_l.'rl.: I'{'.il.”}' ke resier] o Bow one becoomes a teswcher, 1] be !1:-d]_|]l}'
x explhanin after school. For mow, we're concenirmg on wiiting a shor
sty

A [rEpresr :ti.:'plun-:' sailed aceoss the rodomn.

o' re testing my patience.”

"What are you going to do o s yelled Michael, "You e only a dumb
siudent teacher. You can’t give us detention.”

Would vou like o test me on that, Me, O'Connell?” Melissa glared
al him.

Michael responded by punching faoes in the arm and both langhed bys
Lericabby.

“Ihis 15 vour last chanoe, The two of vou have been distracting this class
all week, T advise vou to knock it off right mow!”

“What's the big dealz What's she getting so pissed off aboutz™ Toni
e,

“She's rving o be tough wath us,” snecred James,

o don’t know when o lay off, do voun,” Jose snarked ae James. T hope
she gives vour ass detention,”

Barllshint!™ yellesd James and Michae] almost simubianeoosly,

el ta e e been viodated, Fin 1've'1'-e|1:|1:|1:|-e'||1|.ir'|.p| hearh of Wik fosr
detenmon tomorrow,” Melissa announced jase s the bell ramg. She waiched
AT el :.11'|4|._|'.u.r'|||.m ampanter ol the o, |.u.||.j_r|'|'|'i||g.

Ej!!!'iﬂj_r' .IILrh:'h.. :‘ﬂ]li' (]1"'\1'1'”?‘!'(] 1|‘I.I' II'aL"'L"i Frn _Ii.'|!11"' B I‘Jll"‘ﬂ '\II-I‘ II!HJ.III:I- TE‘I‘I‘IH
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ian 't working, The kids behave onlv if vor are in the room. 1 appreciate
'FI.:II.I.E' I:'I.:lllrlﬂ]i'lll.:-l‘ .III s, 11‘E!i||1_'| e f!_'! .\il]':!, EJI.I.E [ 1|'til:ll. il 'l'c'l:lll.lil. t:l-l‘ i1|:'II|'r I‘I
vtk sl o chueineg secord peviod froom sow ons”

Jrame was qpuick o respond, TF disagree. The studens have o learn tha
vou're the feacher. I T come back nony, they'l dhoank they were vight and
visth dom 't deserve the respect yvou're rying to achieve. I'd be doing vou a
disservice by relurning. Now, come on. Let's file these detention referral
forms al the dean’s office before next period.”

The pext morning Melissa called the mothers of the two bove, Jane was
al her side. Michael's mother was apologetic and offeved w help in any wav
she could. James's mother, however, Began w cry as soon as she heard the
story. “This is the second call 've gotten about bim this week, 1 know
sometling s wrong with him, but U'm just an my wit's end. My hosband
thinks we onght to call a psychologist. What do von think:”

The catl wpset Melissa. “Do you think 1 was too hasty with the detentionr”
she asked Jame.

Mot at all” Jane was cmphatic, " vou didn't do it now, thev'd never
believe vous wouldd do ™

Eater, Melissa serewed up her courage and walked into the second-
period chssroom. Michael and James were already pladully rosghing each
other wp.

"Dhedne wou gos Bearn vour fesson vesterdayy | hopse vour ssecimng wath
e W will I‘I;I,,']i_l VoL refrpeyarbes the eoles of conduet for s class”

Yo dlidn 't readly give us detention, did vorE” asked James,

Standing in the doooway, Jame mterrupied. "Yes, boys, we dud, And we
alao h-]lilkll"‘ | EN) Viok mweiivers this |:II':I.I"'JIi|I.H. S0 I would advise Wi o cut the
nensense and get o work.” She neroed and walked from the room.

Jamves’s face reddenesd. "You called my sother?

s, She'll talk to vou when vou get ome.” Melissa turned from James to
addvess the rest of the class, "Mow, let"s stavt on your stories, Umodistributing a
Blank outline to help vou get started. We've wasted enongh fime.”

Melissa watched James with concern and confusion. He sat rigid in his
desk, staring angrily at his papers, His jaw was ser, his neck and face red.
“He's a good kid,” Melissa thought, trying to reassure hersell, “He's a joker,
o apuestion, but not maticions.” She remembered having spoken to him
several weeks belore about his lariness, and he had expressed an insecarity
bt his intelligence o her, He abaavs fmished bis assignmments quickly,
without much effort. She wied o encovrage him 1o spend more tme, bt
T me=asted, Shie wondered then abowt him, bot now she was really concermed
it his ewerresction e this sitpation.

Walking over to him, Melissy pulled & chair next w0 his desk, "What's
The |:r|.:|.[]1-'|',,_].u.r'|||:x§‘ [hack Vil therk 1 was H’_‘ﬂiﬂj_r' ey leet :..'1:5I|.::|'-ﬂ'.‘|._1_.' shyclic ||-_'!.':-""

Bie ciclo 't respond. He jost lookedd a0 ber with disgust andd srned aweay.

“Prom 't ovionn wiend o padk aboart i@

irt! rl'llliiill!""l.l. H.tli'"!.
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MK, hase an vorer way. Bot vou sill owe me 2 cough deasfi of voure siory
.IH. ||‘I.I' 1"'":|!I 1!"‘ ||‘I.I:' |!l|"I'IIL:lI|.."

As the Tell rang, the stndents gatherod theer thaogs and left quickly,
stopping onlv o place (heir stores on the frong desk, Janes was the Tase o
F ] e . | f'.'|:1-:]i1'|:‘5'| Bl Tossan hix.ﬂur:.-, buir saick, V1 1||:-|.:-|: oM i |'|j-:'|f|.' |'|:::||.|'t|i;g_ rEis.”

After be lefi, Melissa began o read the story. 1t was about the detention
incident of the day before. Her characier was described as an “unfair,
worihless, nobody of a student teacher.” The story described his friend as
oot minding the punisbment, bue himself as anforgiving and vowing re-
venge. His last words were, "When [ go ome tonight, m going to get my
Farher’s shotgun. 1 know just where e hides i Then, tomorrow, Ul come
into sebhoof real early, hide, and blow the bitch away.”

Melissa's body went tense as she read his words, She felt an adrenaline
rish of fear, Bhould she treat fames’s threat seriouslyy Counld she just ignore
it? She wasn't sure how to respond, b ber instinctive fecling was to be
frightened, really frightened,



