WORKING QUICK AND DIRTY GUIDE TO PSALM STUDY

Acrostic: a series of lines or verses in which the first, last, or other particular letters when taken in order spell out a word, phrase, etc.
Anaphora (uh-naf-er-uh): 1) The deliberate repetition of a word or phrase at the beginning of several successive verses, clauses, or paragraphs; for example, "We shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills" (Winston S. Churchill).

2) Linguistics The use of a linguistic unit, such as a pronoun, to refer back to another unit, as the use of her to refer to Anne in the sentence Anne asked Edward to pass her the salt.
Antistrophe: The second stanza, and those like it, in a poem consisting of alternating stanzas in contrasting metrical form.

Antithetical Parallelism: Lines standing in contrast to each other; may state its opposite or stand in contrast to the previous line; it appears that often the word “but” can be used to pivot the contrast
Apostrophe: a digression in the form of an address to someone not present, or to a personified object or idea, as “O Death, where is thy sting?”

Ballast Variant: Counter part of initial verset, e.g., Deut. 32:13 “He suckled him with honey from a rock and oil from the flinty stone.” “He suckled him” does double duty for the second verset. Provides rhythmic unit for 2nd verset.

Chiasm: Inverted relationship between the syntactic elements of parallel phrass

Chiastic: A rhetorical inversion of the second of two parallel structures, as in "Each throat/Was parched, and glazed each eye" Samuel Taylor Coleridge.
Dithyrambic: wildly enthusiastic in statement or writing
Doxology: An expression of praise to a deity, especially a short hymn

Ellipsis: Omission of a word from an expression clearly implied
Emendation: To improve by critical editing

Epenthesis: The insertion of one or more sounds in the middle of a word (e.g., Middle English thunder from Old English thunor)
Epode: A lyric poem characterized by couplets formed by a long line followed by a shorter one.

Envelope Structure: The last line echoing the beginning

Focusing: First verset is made into a smaller capacity in the second: “An end to the cities of Judah: in the streets of Jerusalem.”

Hidden Repetition (a.k.a. retrospective ellipsis): Very common maneuver of ellipsis in which the first verset, usually a verb, governs the parallel clause in the second verset as well
Hyperbole: A figure of speech in which exaggeration is used for emphasis or effect, as in I could sleep for a year or This book weighs a ton.
Incremental Repetition: Something that is stated; then restated verbatim with an added element.
Kenning: A figurative, usually compound expression used in place of a name or noun; for example, storm of swords is a kenning for battle.
Lament: v. to express grief for or about; mourn; n. song or poem expressing deep grief or mourning.
Linguistics: The study of the nature, structure, and variation of language, including phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, sociolinguistics, and pragmatics. 

Liturgy: A prescribed form or set of forms, often for public religious worship.
Lyric: Of or relating to a category of poetry that expresses subjective thoughts and feelings, often in a songlike style or form.

Merismus: A combination of part of the whole to express totality

Metonymy: a figure of speech in which the name of one thing is used in place of that of another associated with or suggested by it (Ex.: “the White House” for “the President”)
Morphological: study of word formation in language

Ode: A lyric poem of some length, usually of a serious or meditative nature and having an elevated style and formal stanzaic structure.
Philology: Literary study or classical scholarship.

Phonetic: Systematic classification of, or relating to the sounds of speech

Proem: introduction; a preface.
Stanza: One of the divisions of a poem, composed of two or more lines usually characterized by a common pattern of meter, rhyme, and number of lines.
Strophe: The first of a pair of stanzas of alternating form on which the structure of a given poem is based.

Synecdoche: a figure of speech in which a part is used for the whole or the whole for a part, the special for the general or the general for the special, as in “ten sail for ten ships or Croesus for a rich man.”

Syntax: The study of the rules whereby words or other elements of sentence structure are combined to form grammatical sentences.

Verset: verse, part, line

