PAR 362: Archaeology of the Holy Land

Tips on Writing the Book Review

Dr. T. W. Burgh

Format

The review must not be more than 5 pages double-spaced on regular size paper (8.5 x 11). Fonts must be size 12. The review does not require footnotes or endnotes, unless you are referencing another work or someone’s comments in your review. 

Use the APA Style. The guidelines can be found on the library website. From the library homepage, click on “Guides and Instructions.” This will take you to the “Library Instructional Services” page. Click on “Citation Style Guides” and then “APA Style.”

Your review must be computer generated and carefully edited before submission for grading. In other words, check for grammar, spelling, punctuation, and style.

Do yourself a favor: if at all possible, don’t wait until the night before the assignment is due to type your review.  

Suggestions for to the book review

As you read the book, ask questions and make notes. For example, is the presentation of the author clear? What does the author/book contribute to the study of archaeology and ancient texts? Do you agree or disagree with the author/books thoughts, methodologies, etc.? Why or why not? What would you suggest they do differently? What did you like or dislike most about the book? 

Remember that these are suggestions for you. Do not let them stifle your style. Also, as you read, think about the geography, archaeological approaches, and the characteristics of chronological periods we have discussed up to this point Have fun and be creative. 
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