PAR 362-001 Guidelines to Writing the Research Paper

Dr. T.W. Burgh

Subject

Topics must be approved by the instructor. Each student will give an oral presentation in class. 

Research 

When writing the paper, the student must consult at least four sources other than the Bible and textbook. A word of warning: Be careful of Internet sources! Some websites are excellent sources for information, but many are unreliable. A rule of thumb is if they come from or associated with an academic journal, they are typically reliable. Try to avoid religious-based websites. All sources used in the research must be referenced in the paper. If you are not sure about a source, check with the instructor.

Another word of caution when using sources: try to summarize the material and put it into your own words. In other words, it is best to avoid long quotes. If you feel what an author has to say is important to your research, summarize it and reference the author. Please remember that all direct quotations must be documented and the precise page cited.

Documentation

Once the student chooses an acceptable form of documentation---either MLA or Chicago Style, he or she must use it consistently. This also goes for the “Works Cited”/Bibliography/References. Make sure it is consistent with the style you choose. Please note that all sources listed in “Works Cited”/Bibliography/References page MUST be referred to in the paper. 
Format

Paper should not be more than 15 pages in length (plus endnotes or bibliography) and must be typed double-spaced on 8.5 x 11 paper with at least one to 1.5 inch margins. The fonts should be 12-14. Please, I beg you, do not try any “tricks” in the paper (e.g., large font, wide margins, etc.)

Writing/Editing

Proofread and edit your papers for typographical, grammatical and other errors. The Writing Place at UNCW has made provisions to help students improve their papers in one-on-one consultation. The Writing Place is located on the 2nd floor, Randall Library (ph: 962-7155).

I will gladly read outlines, first drafts, make suggestions, etc., provided you do so in advance and not on the day the paper is due. Remember, what you hand in is a reflection on you.
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