Archaeology of Ancient Israel 

Dr. Theodore W. Burgh
University of North Carolina Wilmington
Department of Philosophy and Religion
Class Meeting Location Bear 261

Class Meeting Time: 2:00-3:15 PM T-Th

Office Location: Bear Hall 275

Office Hours: Tuesday 11:00 AM-12:00 PM; Wednesday 11:00-12:00 PM

Also by Appointment

IMPORTANT NOTES!

**Please note that a copy of the syllabus is online at my webpage. If there are changes with the syllabus during the semester I will post them on the online syllabus and do my best to announce them in class. Understand that you are responsible for keeping up with the online syllabus.

This is a NOT a PAR Basic Studies Course. 

Course Description
This course surveys ancient Israel/Palestine (the geographical area often called the Holy Land) through the discussion of archaeological excavations, artifacts, texts, etc. The class will challenge students to think critically and creatively about the make up/construction of previous cultures, lifeways, and how the components of the culture connect and relate to one another.

In order to do this, the student will engage and incorporate an interdisciplinary approach, by employing theory and method from several fields (e.g., archaeology, religious studies/theology, anthropology, philology, textual studies, history, art, and others). This course encourages the student to use as many available tools as possible to investigate and understand the past and its impact on the present in an effort to comprehend the foundations of some of the world’s most famous religions.

Texts:

· Required: Archaeology of the Land of the Bible. A. Mazar. Doubleday:  New York. 1990.

· Required: Archaeology and the New Testament. J. McCray. Baker Book House:  Grand Rapids. 1991.

· Required. Archaeology and Biblical Interpretation. J. Bartlett. Routledge, New York. 1997.

· On Reserve/Recommended: The Archaeology of Society in the Holy Land. Ed. T. Levy. Facts on File:  New York. 1995. PLEASE NOTE. This book is very expensive. For this reason, I have placed it on reserve in the library. You can read the assigned sections in the library or photocopy them as necessary.

· For certain topics, the instructor will place additional articles on reserve as necessary.
Class Meetings

Reading Symbol Key:

      -ALB (Archaeology of the Land of the Bible); ANT (Archaeology of the New Testament); OR (On Reserve); ASHL Archaeology of Society of the Holy Land (On Reserve)

	-Thursday, August 23: Introduction of Course, Discussion of Syllabus, Class Structure, etc. 


	Readings: 

1. ALB: 1-34

2. OR: “Archaeology, Texts, and History-Writing: Toward an Epistemology.” W. Dever, in Uncovering Ancient Stones. 1994.

   Reflection Questions:

1. What is Archaeology? 

2. As mentioned in the course description, we will encounter and incorporate several disciplines. Some of these include Theology, Religion, and History. How would you define these? 

3. How can archaeology in combination with other disciplines assist in better understanding past cultures, lifeways, texts, etc.? If so, how?

4. What has Archaeology to do with religion/theology? Can these disciplines relate to each other? If so, how?


	

	-Tuesday, August 28: MAP QUIZ. Brief history of early archaeology, archaeological methods, and some archaeologists in Syro-Palestinian Archaeology. Geography of the land. Introduction of the Neolitihc Period.


	Readings:

1. ALB: 35-38

2. OR: Chapters 11-12 in ASHL 169-204. 

   Reflection Questions: 

1. What are some of the defining characteristics of the Neolithic Period?

2. What do these characteristics possibly tell us about the people(s), cultures, and lifeways?


	

	-Thursday, August 30: Some more Neolithic.


	Readings: 

1. OR: Chapter 13 in ASHL 205-221.

     Reflection Questions:

        1.     Imagining yourself in the world of the Neolithic “Holy Land,” how would you describe life in dealing with culture, climate, diet, etc.? How would you approach these living conditions at that time?


	

	-Tuesday, September 4: End of Neolithic, introduction of the Chalcolithic.

     Readings: 


	1. ALB: 59-90.

2. OR: “The ‘Ghassulian’ Temple in Ein Gedi and the Origin of the Hoard from Nahal Mishmar” D. Ussishkin. Biblical Archaeologist 1971 24:33-39.

     Reflection Questions:

1. What do you think about the “advanced” use of copper, etc. during this period? Why did this happen?

2. How do you interpret the Nahal Mishmar hoard (“The Cave of the Treasure”)?


	

	-Thursday, September 6: Chalcolithic continued.


	Readings:

1. OR: Chapter 14 in ASHL 226-244.

     Reflection Questions:

1. Why do you think the Chalcolithic Period, a span of time so “progressive,” collapsed?

2. How would you interpret the “religious/cultic” Chalcolithic paraphernalia? Do you think it is “religious” at all?


	

	-Tuesday, September 11: End of Chalcolithic, intro of Early Bronze Age.


	Readings:

1. ALB: 91-150.

2. OR: “The Early Bronze Age.” S. Richard. Biblical Archaeologist March 1987.

     Reflection Questions:

1. What are some of the similarities and differences you see between the EBI and the previous Chalcolithic period? 

2. What do you think EBI burial practices possibly say about persons living at this time? What are they possibly telling us about how they view life, and maybe an “afterlife?” 


	

	-Thursday, September 13: More Early Bronze Age.


	Readings: 

1. “The Early Bronze I and the Evolution of Social Complexity in the Southern Levant.” A. Joffe. Journal of Mediterranean Studies 4/1 (1991) 3-58.

2. “The Settlements and Population of Palestine During the EBA II-II.” M. Broshi and R. Gophna. Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research 253/1984: 41-53.

     Reflection Questions:

1. What are some of the impacts of urbanization? 

2. How does life in Israel/Palestine change with the emergence of cities? 

3. Why are there such elaborate fortifications in Israel/Palestine during this period?

4. Using the archaeological data regarding EB II-III temples, what kind of activities do you think took place in them?


	

	-Tuesday, September 18: End of EBA, intro of MBA.


	Readings:

1. ALB: 151-173.

     Reflection Questions:

1. Why did the Early Bronze Age collapse? 

2. What does a “palace” possibly indicate about a culture? How would you interpret this?

3. There is a lot of “multi-culturalism” during this period with the existence of various groups (Hurrians, Amorites, Hittites, Canaanites, etc.). From what you’ve read and observed, how do you interpret the relationships between these groups?

4. How do you understand or interpret the Book of Genesis and the EBA archaeological record?


	

	-Thursday, September 20: End of MBA, intro of LBA.


	Readings:

1. ALB: 174-257.

     Reflection Questions:

1. How does the Hebrew Bible present the Egyptians? Why? Are they ever presented favorably?

2. Does this presentation affect our perception and understanding of the Egyptians in general, and LBA Egyptian Dynasties in particular?


	

	-Tuesday, September 25: More of LBA
	Readings:

1. ALB: 257-294.

2. OR: Chapter 19 I ASHL. 

     Reflection Questions:

1. How do you interpret the end of the LBA?

2. What do you think may have happened? What interpretation would you offer? Why?


	

	-Thursday, September 27: End of LBA, intro of Iron Age.


	Readings:

1. ALB: 295-367.

2. OR: Chapters 20-21 in ASHL. 

     Reflection Questions:

1. “Mulit-culturalism” continues. Several “new” groups are established within this geographical area, and they each have unique characteristics (e.g., language, religious beliefs, dress, etc.). How do you interpret or understand them? Are they “good,” “bad,” okay, or what? Why?

2. Most of us have heard of the Philistines or at least heard the term used. Who were the Philistines, and what do we really know about these people? What do Egyptian documents and the Hebrew text have to say about them?


	

	-Tuesday, October 2: Continued discussion of the Iron Age


	Readings:

1. ALB: 368-462.

2. OR: Chapters 22, 24 in ASHL.

     Reflection Questions:

1. Who were the Assyrians? (Geographically, culturally, etc.)

2. How is the Assyrian conquest viewed by the Northern Kingdom?


	

	-Thursday, October 4: End of Iron Age


	
	

	Fall Break March 6-14
	
	

	-Tuesday, October 9: Archaeology, Bible, and Media 


	Readings?

     -How does archaeology contribute to our understanding and interpretation of the Bible and the world from which it comes? 

   -(Possible movies from which to take excerpts: The Bible, The Ten Commandments, Sampson and Delilah, Solomon and Sheba, Indiana Jones, Laura Croft, etc.)

   -(Other forms of media: magazines? [Indiana Jones, Laura Croft?])

   ***How can I get film studies involved in this, or possibly get some input from them in how to make it an effective study?


	

	-Thursday, October 11: Introduction of the Persian/Babylonian Period.
	Readings:

1. ALB: 531-550

2. OR: Chapter 25 in ASHL.

     Reflection Questions:

1. How does the biblical text present the Babylonians? 

2. What role(s) do religious/religion play for the Israelites and Babylonians in and during the Babylonian conquest?


	

	-Tuesday, October 16: Continued discussion of the Babylonian Period.


	Readings:

     Reflection Questions:

      1.  What does the archaeological record in Israel/Palestine possibly reflect regarding the Babylonians and Babylonian Conquest?

Midterm Review?

***BOOK REVIEW DUE:

	

	-Thursday, October 18
	MIDTERM
	

	-Tuesday, October 23: Introduction of the Hellenistic Period.


	Readings:

TBA.

     Reflection Questions:

1. Keeping in mind that the definition of culture, what is Hellenism? How would you describe it?

How would you describe Theology/Religion in Hellenism?
	

	-Thursday, October 25: Introduction of the Hellenistic Period.


	Readings:

1. ANT: 37-63.

     Reflection Questions:

2. Keeping in mind that the definition of culture, what is Hellenism? How would you describe it?

How would you describe Theology/Religion in Hellenism?     


	GROUP A LEADS

	-Tuesday, October 30: Continued discussion of the Hellenistic Period.


	Readings:

1. ANT: 65-88.

     Reflection Questions:

1. What impact does Hellenism have on the rest of the world? 

2. How does Hellenism travel?      


	GROUP B

LEADS

	-Thursday, November 1: End of Hellenistic


	Readings:

1. ANT: 91-147.

2. OR: Chapter 26 in ASHL.


	GROUP C LEADS

	-Tuesday, November 6: Introduction of the Roman Period (Film and Discussion)


	Readings:

1. ANT: 153-184.

     Reflection Question(s):

          2.   Keeping a focus on the existing cultures, time period, geographic region, who was Jesus?

How would you describe the world in which he lived?


	

	-Thursday, November 8: Roman Period (Film and Discussion)


	Readings

1. ANT: 185-222.

     Reflection Questions:

          2.    What is the attitude toward Religion and Theology in Rome? Does it change over time?

What were some of the prevailing religions or “religious belief systems” during this period?


	

	-Tuesday, November 13: Roman Period  (Film and Discussion)  


	Readings:

ANT: 225-275. 

     Reflection Questions:

       1.  Why is Rome so successful in its growth? Is this associated with religious beliefs? If so, how?


	

	-Thursday, November15: Roman Period (Work Day)
	Readings:

       ANT: 277-310.


	

	THANKSGIVING BREAK

NOVEMBER 20-25
	
	

	-Tuesday, November 27: Roman Period. 


	Readings:

       ANT: 311-350

GROUP A PRESENTS FINAL PROJECT


	

	-Thursday, November 29: Roman Period. Presentations.


	Readings:

      ANT: 351-375.

GROUP B PRESENTS FINAL PROJECT


	

	-Tuesday, December 3: Roman Period
	GROUP C PRESENTS FINAL PROJECT
	


Grading

Your grade will be determined on the following basis:

-Map Quiz: 25 points

-Mid-term: 50 points

-Paper/Project: 70 points (25 presentation/45 paper)

-Book Review: 40 points

-Participation:  20 points

**Instructor will give quizzes as necessary, so please keep up with the readings! Points will be added to the total.

**Also, there will be various individual and group assignments. Points will be given with the assignments and added to the total.

These five components combine for a total of 205 points. Final grades will be assigned according to the following percentages.

-90% and above (180-200 points)…..A

-80 to 89% (160-179 points)………..B

-70 to 79% (140-159 points)………..C

-60 to 69% (120-139 points)………..D

-Below 60% (119 and below)………..E

Course Requirements

-Map Quiz (so soon?). Geography is essential to discussing and researching archaeology. One must have a fundamental knowledge of land in order to study sites. Thus, students must establish a basic understanding of Israel/Palestine and the surrounding Near East early in the course. 

-The Midterm is a guide to assess the students’ grasp of the material at the midpoint of the class. It also is an opportunity to address any concerns with grades, clarity of the coursework, etc. 

-The Book Review gives the student a chance to expound and reflect upon concerns (private and public) with Archaeology and Theology/Biblical Studies, while in dialogue with scholars discussing these matters. -The Paper/Presentation allows students to explore a subject of interest with the tools discussed in class. 

-Participation, Discussion, and Expressing Ideas. These make the class interesting and FUN! There are no stupid questions. The instructor wants to know what you think!     

Paper/Project

In groups of 2 or 3 (these will be determined by the instructor), students will research and present an aspect of material culture selected from one of the periods beginning with the Early Bronze Age through the Roman Era. Some areas of material culture for discussion may include: domestic and public architecture, public baths, cultic edifices, palaces, city-walls/gates, incense stands, etc. The students will discuss how these items may assist or have assisted them in better understanding the biblical text, theological interpretations, and past cultures and lifeways. The students will creatively present their topics before the class, and submit a final paper to the instructor. Paper length maximum is 15 pages, double-spaced. The paper should be stapled in the upper left-hand corner. No paperclips, plastic folders, or binders. Topic selections must be completed and approved by the instructor no later than the beginning of class on Thursday, October 4, 2007. 

Additional Resources

-The Oxford Encyclopedia of Archaeology in the Near East Vols. 1-5
-The Anchor Bible Dictionary
-The New Encyclopedia of Archaeological Excavations in the Holy Land
-The Cultural Atlas of Mesopotamia and the Ancient Near East
-Harper’s Bible Dictionary

-The Ancient Near East Vol. 1-2

Additional Information

It is possible that the class will also screen films associated with archaeology and religious issues. Viewing times will be discussed and announced during the semester.

Useful Websites

ASOR (www.asor.org)

ASOR Outreach Education (http://www.bu.edu/asor/outreach/links/ANEarchy.html)
Archaeological Institute of America (www.archaeological.org)
ABZU (http://www.etana.org/abzu/)
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