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1) Name the pioneers of Near Eastern Archaeology. What are some of the sites and accolades associated with them?

2) What is stratigraphy? How does it assist the archaeologist?

3) Name 4 characteristics of the Yarmukian culture?

4) What was the first metal used in ancient Israel?

5) What are some of the features of the Ghassulian culture?

6) Where did archaeologists find the cache of Chalcolithic copper objects often referred to as the “Cave of Treasure?”

7) What is the most significant, well-known ceramic ware of the EB period?

8) Who were the inhabitants of Egypt during the first part of the LBA? Who was responsible for expelling them? Where do most scholars suggest that ex-rulers of Egypt were sent to?

9) What is a massebah? What might these objects represent? Name a site where massebot were discovered.

10) What is the largest site of the MBA?

11) What is the lettering system that developed in Mesopotamia and was used widely throughout the ancient Near East?

12) Who were the Philistines? From where did they possibly originate? What larger group were they a part of? With whom did they battle primarily?

13) How would you describe fortresses of the Early Bronze and Middle Bronze Age periods? How were they constructed? Name a site that employed this type of fortification system. 

14) What is a tell? How were tells created? What are two ways tells are excavated?

15) What is cultural relativism? Give an example.

16) What is urbanism? Give an example.

17) What is relative dating? Give an example.

18) What is absolute dating? Give an example.

19) What is an ossuary? Discuss how, when, and why they were used.

20) What is an anthropoid coffin? How would you describe it? In what area of Israel/Palestine were they discovered? What culture is the anthropoid culture associated with?

21) Possible essay question: Be able to discuss the transitions and developments (i.e., significant characteristics) and collapse of periods (e.g., Neolithic to Chalcolithic; Chalcolithic to Early Bronze; etc.). Be able to explain and discuss the various theories developed regarding the “decline” of the period, and if you consider of the hypotheses correct. You can also present hypotheses of your own. Just make sure you are able to state them clearly and support them.

22) Possible essay question: How and why do you think religion/cult originated? Also include in your discussion why you think religion/cult came to be. How would you explain religion/cult foundations? How would you explain or interpret the foundation(s) and development of religion/cult in the region of Israel/Palestine and the time periods studied to this point? What possibly kept religion/cult going within a culture, or did it “fall apart” and start over again in each period? Do you see any connection(s) between religion/cult and culture? If so, what are the connections? What possibly brings them together? 

23) Possible essay question: Discuss what burials from various periods and cultures may reveal about religion/cult, culture, daily life, etc.

24) Possible essay question: Discuss three of the theories regarding how Israel appears in the land of Canaan. Which of these might you subscribe to? Why? Do you have another theory?

