
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT WILIMINGTON

PUBLIC SPEAKING (COM 101)

COURSE SYLLABUS 
Spring 2013
INSTRUCTOR:     Phil Bruschi

Office:                    Leutze Hall—Room 106
Office Phone:         962-7931
Office Hours:         M, W, F  9-9:45 am; 11-11:45 am
E-mail:                   bruschip@uncw.edu
Website:  http://people.uncw.edu/bruschip
Required Text:   Public Speaking Handbook (Fourth Edition) by Steven A. Beebe and Susan J. Beebe, Pearson (2013). 
E-mail communication:  E-mail is the best way to communicate about questions, class assignments, etc.  Consider it “an extension of the classroom.”  Also, please send e-mail messages rather than voice mail messages if you are not able to attend class.  In that way, I will have a written record.  
Note:  Most course materials can be accessed on my website.
___________________________________________________________

CLASS RESOURCES

Bring your mind, imagination, curiosity and a positive attitude, as well as your textbook, to every class. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is designed to teach students the basic skills needed to prepare and deliver effective speech presentations.  Students will also learn strategies to assist them with managing speech anxiety and refining their speaking style.  A variety of topics will be presented in this performance-oriented course such as: Ethical Speaking, Listening, Selecting Your Topic, Analyzing the Audience, Researching Your Topic, Organizing Your Outline, Delivering Your Speech, Using Visual Aids and the Different Types of Speeches.  This beginning course will start students on their way to effectively speaking to small or large groups with more confidence, credibility and impact.
COURSE OBJECTIVES

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will (be able to):  

· Understand the basic principles of oral public communication.
· Select and adapt topics to meet the needs and interests of particular audiences.
· Demonstrate the ability to collect, analyze and use information to develop and adapt messages for specific audiences, purposes and settings.
· Understand and practice ethical public communication.
· Organize ideas and supporting materials in a coherent and captivating message.
· Develop delivery skills by using voice, body and gestures effectively in presenting speeches.
· Develop the belief that Public Speaking can be beneficial in one’s life and future career.

ASSIGNMENTS

· Please bring your book to class each day as we may use it for exercises during class time.  
· It is imperative that you read the assigned chapter before each class and absorb the meanings, definitions and concepts; we will apply concepts to speaking situations and practice during class.

· All assignments to be handed in should be typed unless otherwise indicated.

REQUIRED COURSE ASSIGNMENTS

· Text Reading

· Chapters 1-18
· Exams

· 3 Exams (Based primarily on the textbook)

· Pop Quizzes may be given at the discretion of the Instructor
· Speeches

· Speech of Introduction

  
· Informative (Demonstration) Speech



· Persuasive Speech



· Speech for Special Occasions


· Participation, Homework, Speech Exercises

Note:  Optional Extra Credit Learning Application Journal (see Handout on website).

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF GRADED SPEECH ASSIGNMENTS
SPEECH # 1:
Speech of Introduction (3-5 minutes).  This brief informative speech is designed to give speakers practice speaking in front of others while giving the audience an opportunity to learn more about the speaker.
SPEECH # 2: 
Informative (Demonstration) Speech (5-7 minutes).  The demonstration speech focuses on procedures or processes related to application or understanding.  This speech will teach an audience how something works or how to do something by demonstrating the steps or techniques by performing them in front of the audience.
SPEECH # 3:
Persuasive (Questions of Policy) Speech (6-8 minutes). The persuasive speech requires the speaker to motivate the audience to undertake some action.  In this speech, the speaker will advocate a clear, specific and realistic action for the audience to take.  To achieve this, the speaker will organize his/her speech using the Problem-Solution organizational pattern.
SPEECH # 4: 
Speech for Special Occasions (2-4 minutes). In your final speech, you will choose from one of the following options: Speech of Introduction, Speech of Presentation/Acceptance of an Award or a Commemorative Speech.  This assignment will allow you to explore your creative side.

You will be graded on your performance as well as your effort—i.e., an observable attempt to improve based on feedback from the instructor.

SPEECH ASSIGNMENT POLICY

All speeches must conform to the ethical guidelines discussed in Chapter 4 of your textbook and in class.  Remember, speakers always need to consider their audience when selecting their topics.  Free speech does not mean you may talk about anything you like in the classroom.  Some examples of inappropriate topics for this course would be: How to Roll a Joint, Personal Religious Conviction (i.e., trying to convert everyone to your religion), Legalizing Marijuana for Non-medicinal Purposes, How to Have Better Sex.
 Please feel free to make an appointment if you would like assistance in preparing the various assignments or to discuss questions about selecting topics.
SPEECH OUTLINES

· Prior to your speaking day, for Speech 2 (Informative Speech) you will be required to bring a typed draft outline of your speech to class.  This is so I can provide suggestions to you before you deliver your graded speech.

· On your speaking day, you will be required to submit a typed, final, key word/topical outline with bibliography.

· The outline counts toward your speech presentation grade.
DELIVERY STYLE

All graded speeches are required to be delivered extemporaneously.  An extemporaneous speech is a carefully prepared and rehearsed speech presented from a topical or key-word outline.

TIME LIMIT
The time limit on each presentation is monitored closely.  A strict time limit encourages you to fine-tune and practice your presentation.  You will not know how long your speech is unless you practice it aloud several times.  Be sure to practice your speech within the time limits allowed.   The penalty for failing to meet the time window (either over or under) will be noted on the individual assignment and will impact your presentation grade.  For Speeches 1 and 4, there will be a 5-point deduction for every 30 seconds over or under the time limit.  For Speeches 2 and 3, there will be a 5-point deduction for every 1 minute over or under the time limit.
PEER EVALUATIONS
Constructive criticism is key to improvement.  By providing peer critiques, you will help yourself and your classmates become better speakers.  Each speech day you are not scheduled to speak, you will be required to critique classmates’ speeches using the Peer Evaluation Form.  Not being there to critique your assigned speaker will negatively impact your overall grade for the course.
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Should you disagree with your presentation grade, I will gladly discuss it with you before the next round of speeches begins.  

· Read ALL of the written comments on your Evaluation Form and speech outline.

· Write out the reason you disagree with the grade you received.

· Schedule an appointment with me to discuss your speech.

· Bring your returned speech Evaluation Form and outline to the meeting.

EXAMS

· Make-up exams are generally not allowed.  A missed exam will result in a zero unless I am made aware of extenuating circumstances prior to the class meeting.

· The Final Exam will be administered at the time set by the University.

ATTENDANCE POLICY 
Attendance at every class is expected and, given the nature of this class, it is even more crucial.  Participation in discussions and exercises is also expected, and both attendance and participation are taken into account when grades are calculated.  
The success of this class relies on your participation—both as a speaker and an audience member.  Note: Physical attendance does not constitute contribution or participation.  Discussion is strongly encouraged in class, as we will all benefit from diverse perspectives.
If you miss more than THREE classes, points will be deducted from your final grade.  Don’t interpret this to mean that you have the chance to miss three classes.  For each of the next three absences (4, 5, & 6), you will loose up to 5 points per absence from your final grade.  Note:  If you miss a minimum of seven (7) classes, you will receive an “F” for this course.  School-related events (e.g., leadership conference, athletics) are counted in the three allowable absences. Where possible, I should be notified in advance of any absences.  If you miss class due to a family emergency (death in family) or prolonged illness (such as mono), please contact me immediately and I will work with you, if possible.   Do not wait until you return to school to contact me.
Please be on time for class.  Three instances of tardiness will count as an absence.  You are tardy if the door is closed—that means the class has started.  If a classmate is speaking, please wait until s/he is finished before entering the classroom.
Almost no excuses will be accepted for absences on assigned speech dates and on exam dates.  If you are sick or there is a serious family emergency, you must contact me the day before the assigned speaking date or before class period.  Send me an e-mail with a number where you can be reached.  I will determine what is “serious” enough to miss a speech and reserve the following two rights: 1) to dock your speech one letter grade or more for missing the speech date if your excuse is accepted; 2) to request a doctor’s note as proof of illness.  If you do not contact me following the above guidelines, you will receive a zero for the assignment. 

An attendance sheet will be circulated at every class.  It is your responsibility to sign the sheet.  If you do not sign it, you are absent.

CLASSROOM CLIMATE

Classroom climate is designed to assist students in developing the habits of behavior that will contribute to their success.  Therefore, the proper classroom climate will be established to maintain an atmosphere that promotes a healthy learning environment.  For example:
1. Good manners, including courtesy and respect, extended to the Instructor and all your classmates at all times.  Also, read handout on Ethical Guidelines for Listening and Speaking.
2. Wearing of appropriate clothes and shoes to class. Proper attire on the days of your speech presentations will be defined by the Instructor.  See handout on Dress Code for Speeches.
3. All cell phones/electronic devices of any kind turned off or on silent/vibrate mode.  Laptops are not permitted during class for taking notes.
Also, in accordance with University policy, alcohol, drugs, firearms, animate objects (e.g., your pets) and/or nudity will not be permitted in the classroom.  
The UNCW Academic Honor Code will be strictly observed and enforced in this class.  For specific information, please refer to the Student Handbook and Code of Student Life.

PERSONAL PORTFOLIO

One of the culminating experiences of a communication studies degree is the completion of COM 490:  Discipline Capstone, a course that may include the preparation of a personal portfolio to organize and showcase your abilities.  I encourage you to retain items from this class, whether produced independently or in groups, for inclusion as portfolio artifacts.  Beyond the Discipline Capstone class, your portfolio may prove a valuable tool as you seek entry into a graduate program or employment in your area of specialization.

COURSE COMPLETION AND GATEWAY REQUIREMENTS

Courses typically coded “COM Majors ONLY” may occasionally be opened to PCOM majors or all students.  They may most commonly occur during the summer terms.  Please be aware, however, that to become a full status COM major, you MUST complete the gateway courses (COM 105 and COM 200) SUCCESSFULLY, i.e., with a grade of “B” or higher in each.  If you do NOT successfully complete those two courses, you cannot earn full COM major status even if you complete one or more COM classes apart from the gateway courses.
POLICY ON VIOLENCE AND HARASSMENT

“UNCW  practices a zero-tolerance for violence and harassment of any kind.  For emergencies contact UNCW CARE at 962-2273, Campus Police at 962-3184, or Wilmington Police at 911.  For University or community resources visit http://uncw.edu/wrc/crisis.htm.”
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