
SPECIAL OCCASION SPEECH

Time Requirements:

2 to 4 minutes
Value:
   50 points x 2 = 100 points
General Purpose:
To entertain
At this point in the semester you have learned how to research, organize, and present informative and persuasive speeches.  Now we are going to explore speeches for special occasions which often focus on eloquence with the language.

You can choose from the following options:

· Speeches of Introduction

· Speeches of Presentation

· Commemorative Speeches 

You may want to review Chapter 17 in your textbook and then decide which of these speeches you’d like to do.  The following are just a few introductory comments on each option.

At some point in your life you will have to introduce a speaker.  In a speech of introduction you need to create a desire to listen in your audience.  You must tell them about the speaker and about the topic.  Here I would suggest that you introduce someone you actually know to the class.  The person obviously does not have to attend class, but the situation is that the person you are introducing has been invited to speak to our class.
The speeches of presentation/acceptance of an award can be done singly or in pairs.  You can choose to present an award to someone in class and then they accept the award.  Or you can present an award to someone in the community—once again, the person does not have to attend class.  Or you can accept an award that has been presented to you.  Please see me if you opt to present this assignment as a pair as I will need to adjust the speaking order.

In the commemorative speech you should offer a speech of tribute.  These might include special classmates you’ve met during the semester, or parents and/or grandparents that have been significant.  These speeches might be given at a birthday, wedding, anniversary, holiday meal, etc.  I encourage you to give a speech that you might actually give in the near future.

Requirements:

1. Choose one of the three options listed above and craft a speech that is 2 to 4 minutes long.

2. The speech you create may be guided by a topical (key word) outline, BUT you must be fluent and eloquent in your delivery.  Remember, do not read your outline when presenting. Note:  You do not need to turn in a typed outline to me for this speech assignment.
3. Strong eye contact with audience is essential.

4. Remember that language choices (see Chapter 11) play a critical role in ceremonial speeches. 

5. The penalty for over/under time is 5 points for every 30 seconds.
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