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PREFACE

This group of papers represents as wide a range of the ecological
literature as could be encompassed within a reasonably sized
volume. Although it is compiled as a textbook supplement for the
beginning student in ecology, certain papers are suitable for college
Students in beginning biology or general science and for high school
Students in advanced biology. For the graduate student and research
ecologist it provides an opportunity to become reacquainted with
the sources of their endeavors.

With few exceptions, all of these papers have been used in my
course in general ecology at Oberlin College because of the tremen-
dous potential inherent in exposure to the original literature. Al-
though [ have used them largely in synchrony with textbook
declamations, their real value lies in the excitement and flavor, and
the relating of the adventure, hard work, and creativity which is
science. There is ample testimony that these savors are experienced
and that scientific literature is comprehensible.

The criteria which guided the filtering out of few papers from
7/’? myriad for my own students have operated in meeting the
exigencies imposed by publication. The prime criterion is a paper
which has made a highly significant contribution; this is fairly
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INTRODUCTION

It has been said that ecology is as diversified in its scope and mean-
ing as are the diverse Homo sapiens that call themselves ecologists.
While this belies the situation, it does intimate the great disparity
in orientation and approach to the field. One of the beneficial re-
sults of this diversity has been the accumulation of a weadlth of
data and interpretation providing fertile ground for the develop-
ment of theory. Among the less salutary consequences of this pro-
tean posture has been the judgment that ecology is but a point of
view rather than a scientific discipline. An anthology provides an
opportunity for different ecologists to react indirectly 1o that
criticism and in so doing to indicate the particular province of
nature which they have carved out as their special area of inquiry.

Underlying the varied formulations describing ecology is the
theme that it deals with the interactions of organisms and environ-
ment. Although Haeckel is usually credited with the event, Reiter
appears to have been the first 10 combine the Greek words oikos
(== house) and logos (=study of) to form the term ecology; this
was in 1865. It was Haeckel, however, who in 1866 first gave
definition to the term as “the body of knowledge concerning the
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