
American National 

Government

¸Introductions

-- Find partner and shareé

-- Name, Hometown, Major

-- Something interesting about you

-- Your dream (s)

-- Partners introduce each other



Why Study Government?

¸Your dreams depend on ité

ñWe the people of the United States, in 

Orderto form a more perfect Union, 

establish Justice, insure domestic 

Tranquility, provide for the common 

defence, promote the general Welfare, and 

secure the Blessings of Libertyto ourselves 

and our Posterityéò



American Government is just 

not about studyingé.

Dead White Guys! 



Itôs about striving for the type 

of society we want to live iné

¸Balancing rights and responsibilities

¸Having peaceful elections 

¸Finding what binds us together



Meeting the Ultimate 

Challenge for Americansé

E pluribus unum!!!



Class Expectations

¸Review of syllabus

¸Active vs. passive reading!

¸Forming and discussing viewpoints

¸Respect!!! 



The Political Landscape

¸Intro:  Seahawk Respect Compact

-- Elements of good citizenship!

¸Definitions of government, politics & 

citizen 

¸Definitions of monarchy, totalitarianism, 

oligarchy, democracy

¸Democracies are inefficient by design!



Roots of American 

Government

¸John Lockeôs Social Contract Theory

¸Thomas Hobbes:  ñstate of natureò view

¸Direct democracy vs. indirect (republic)

-- pros and cons

¸Political equality:  do we have it?

¸Majority rule vs. minority rights

¸Role of religious faith


