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Dr. Anthony Atkins 
English 314 Writing & Technology 
UNC Wilmington 
fall 2006 

Office: Morton Hall 123 
Office Phone: 962-7682 
Email: atkinsa@uncw.edu 

Office Hours: 
T&R: 9:30am-11:00am 

And By Appointment 

Course Description:  
In this course, we will explore how digital communication technologies have shaped literacy, reading, and 
writing.  We will experiment with numerous computer-based writing spaces, including, but not limited to, 
blogs, web-authoring software, desktop publishing, etc.  Students will be exposed to current theories 
regarding the combination of technology and communication, and be expected to put those theories into 
practice.  Students will complete individual and group projects and presentations that illustrate their 
knowledge and experience with writing for the paper and screen.  
 
Texts/Materials:  
Bolter, Jay David and Richard Grusin.  Remediation: Understanding New Media. Cambridge, MA: MIT P., 
2000. 
Electronic Reserve or Handouts 
Please purchase a jump/flash drive for storage 

Assignments: 
1) Technology Narrative        15% 
2) Online Journal Usability        10% 
3) Remediation Project (group)       20% 
4) E-Portfolio         25% 
5) Quizzes          15% 
6) Homework | Professionalism | Participation | Readings    15% 
 
Brief assignment descriptions 
 (see official assignment sheet for guidelines and further instruction) 

1) This is a short paper that describes your experiences with technology.  Technology in this sense 
does not necessarily mean only the use of computers, but all sorts of technologies.  Think outside 
of the box here.  ATM machines, drink machines, change machines are all pieces of technology 
that have always been around for you.  Can you think of other pieces of technology that you take 
for granted?  Think of all technologies that you have grown up with and experienced at home, on 
the job, and at school.  Good writing and organization are keys for a “good” essay. 

2) We will investigate online magazines and scholarly journals.  How do they work?  Are they 
successful?  We will test their sites and write our evaluations of each journal. 

3) This project will ask you to look at a set of written instructions and “remediate” them using 
Camtasia Studio III. (group assignment) 

4) You will build an e-portfolio that contains several projects that you have created over the course of 
being at UNCW.  The e-portfolio is similar to a traditional writing portfolio except that you will 
have an opportunity to be learn web pages, navigational structures, etc. 

5) You will be given 5 quizzes this semester that address our readings, class discussions, and 
assignments.  I will average the 5 grades and use the average to determine your grade for that 
portion of the course.  For example, if you have the following grades: 100, 82, 72, 94, 88 you will 
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have an average of 87.2, which I would record as a B+.  The quiz may take any format (usually 
multiple choice, true/false, and/or short answer).  I will not drop the lowest quiz grade and you are 
never allowed to make up a quiz.  Please check the schedule for quiz days. 

6) I assign homework, take attendance, and expect you to participate in class discussions.  I also 
expect you to be prepared for class, especially when we schedule class time for projects.  Working 
on other projects during our class is not permitted.  

Plagiarism 
 
While many students still take it upon themselves to cut and paste pieces of text/images from web pages 
and conveniently insert them into their projects, it is a violation to do so without attributing proper credit to 
the creator of the original text/image.  Remember: ideas as well as words/images are covered under the 
realm of plagiarism.  Nothing is wrong with using another’s work-JUST CITE THEM.  If you are found to 
be plagiarizing, I will first wish to speak with you.  If the matter is not resolved between you and me, we 
will then meet with the department chair for further action.  I will prosecute to the highest extent the 
university will allow if you are found to be plagiarizing materials.  At the minimum, you will receive an F 
for the specific assignment in question. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
 
It is the policy of UNCW to accommodate students with disabilities, pursuant to federal law, state law, and 
the university’s commitment to equal educational opportunities.  Any student with a disability who needs 
accommodation, for example, in seating placement or in arrangements for examinations, should inform the 
instructor at the beginning of the course.  Students with disabilities are encouraged to contact Disability 
Services, at 910-962-7555 or TDD 910-962-3853 or Dr. Peggy Turner via email at [turnerm@uncw.edu]. 
 
Attendance Policy 
(fall/spring policy only) 
 
You may miss three days without penalty or excuse.  On day 4 your final grade is lowered by one letter.  
On day 5 your final grade is lowered by two letters.  On day 6 you fail the course.  Missing 6 days is 
missing three weeks of class.  This is unacceptable.  I do not accept excuses.  Do not bring them to me nor 
email me about absences.  If you miss class please check the web site and/or check with a friend to find out 
what you missed. 
 
Late Policy 
 
Coming to class late is also unacceptable.  When I am ready to begin class you should be in class and in 
your seat.  Once I close and lock the door, anyone coming to class after that is considered late.  Every 2 
times you are late counts as an absence.  If you are late 3 times, you have an absence and 1-late day.  If you 
are late 4 days then you simply have two absences.  When you come to class late please knock gently on 
the door and I’ll allow you to enter. 
 
In summary, you may be late once without penalty.  You may be absent three times without penalty. 
 
Sign –in Procedure 
 
When you arrive there will be a sign-in sheet close by.  You should sign the sheet immediately upon 
walking in the door.   I will not sign a sheet for you nor go back at a later date and allow you to sign it.   
 
If you need to know how many you’ve missed, etc.  Please ask.  Again, allow me to stress that you should 
not schedule other appointments during our class time.  Visiting with advisors, financial aid, doctors, 
lawyers, etc. are not excuses to miss class.  
 


