Teacher’s Guide

Fact and Opinion: Disguising the Truth

Rationale: 

A strong knowledge of fact and opinion and masking techniques helps students to identify author’s purpose, gain important evaluation skills that will help them judge the validity of academic sources as they research, and understand the importance of framing facts and quotes when they write persuasive essays of their own. 

Objectives: 

-Students will classify statements from various sources as either fact or opinion. 

-Students will identify techniques used by authors to mask opinions as facts. 
-Students will learn how to determine credibility of sources based on the texts’ representations of facts and opinions.
Procedure: 

1. Accessing Prior knowledge: Ask students the following questions to spark their memory and to review important definitions. (2-3 minutes)
What is a fact? A statement that can be proven or disproved.

What is an opinion? A statement whose validity cannot be proven and is often based in emotion or generalizations. 

Can anyone give me an example of a fact about crayons? Crayons are made from wax. 

Can anyone give me an example of an opinion about crayons? Crayola crayons mark better than other brands. 

(Keep the example simple. You are introducing the terms and building confidence.)

2. Introduce the issue: Have students read the article from The Week silently to themselves. If you have wandering eyes, stop and read the article together calling on various student readers to read aloud. 

3. Small groups: Break students up into groups and allow them to answer Critical Questions 1-5. (10 minutes)
4. Whole Group: Move to a whole group discussion in which the class reviews the answers to the questions and addresses any points of confusion or expertise. 

5. Closure and Relevancy: Discuss how fact and opinion portrayal affects their evaluation of critical sources and use of facts and quotations in their own work. Ethical use of scholarship (taking things out of context, manipulating the facts) may be mentioned appropriately here. Assign an extension activity for more practice. 

Assessment and Evaluation:

This is primarily an introductory activity based on sparking important discussion among students and groups. Therefore, most of the evaluation of student work will be informal. Students will receive 5 participation points for working actively in their groups to answer the questions and participating in whole group discussion. Instructor should make mental notes of any students struggling with the concept of fact and opinion. If students are struggling to focus or stay on task the assignment can easily be adapted so that each student answers the five questions individually in order to receive the participation points. 

Extensions or other Assessments:

1. “Exit Slip”: Print three quotations not covered in the discussion of the articles on a sheet of paper. Ask students to identify them as fact or opinion and hand it to you on the way out the door. This is a quick identifier of students who may need extra practice. 

2. Personal Bias: Ask students to choose a page from their own work and highlight four statements of fact in green and four statements of opinion in yellow. Colors may vary if indicated by the student. Ask students to note any areas that they only support a main point with personal opinions. 
3. Relevance in the Community: Have students bring in a quote from any media source about any subject of interest. As a class or as an individual attendance poll, ask students to identify them as fact or opinion for a quick review the next class period. Bonus applause for identifying a masking technique. 
Behavior management/ Increasing Engagement:

*If technology allows, project the article on the board, highlighting as you go so students find the answers as a class during the whole group discussion in an easily visible format.

*Allow different students to highlight the examples in the article using the cursor in order to encourage participation. This increases students comfort using classroom technology in a very simple way but perhaps functions best to reengage the student who might be a little distracted or sleepy in the back of the room. 

*Observe small group discussions, being sure to note any areas of confusion to bring up in the whole group discussion. On a flip side, note any spectacular answers or use of support so that you can make sure that group shares it with the class during the discussion as well. However, be sure to call on the group to share, not an individual who may or may not want to speak in front of the class. 

*Bring in a bucket of crayons for the class to highlight with. You’ll be surprised the number of smiles it brings and it automatically positions the assignment in a low-risk and fun atmosphere. 
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Teaching Guide:

Article: http://theweek.com/article/index/223718/transforming-school-lunches-the-historic-new-rules
Transforming school lunches: The 'historic' new rules

The federal government is trimming the salt and fat in cafeteria meals. Will it help slim down America's students?

POSTED ON JANUARY 26, 2012, AT 1:29 PM

For the first time in more than 15 years, the U.S. Department of Agriculture is raising nutrition standards for school meals, arguing that the "historic" changes will ensure that kids across the nation get healthier meals in their cafeterias. (The rules apply to all schools serving meals subsidized by the federal government.) Here's what you should know:

How will the new rules change school lunches?  They'll set limits on calories: Elementary students will get no more than 650 calories per meal; middle-schoolers will get up to 700 calories; and high-school students will get up to 850. Favorites such as pizza will contain less salt and more whole grains. Breads, buns, cereals, and pastas will have to list whole grain as their No. 1 ingredient. Whole milk is out, low-fat milk is in, and flavored milk must be nonfat. Plus, kids will be getting more servings and bigger portions of fruits and vegetables. Most of these new lunch rules will take effect next school year.  Why the big push now? It's part of an effort to combat the rising rate of childhood obesity — a third of U.S. kids are now overweight or obese. The 2010 Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act directed the USDA to boost school nutrition standards to help get kids into healthy eating habits early. "When we send our kids to school," says First Lady Michelle Obama, "we expect that they won't be eating the kind of fatty, salty, sugary foods that we try to keep them from eating at home."  What kind of impact will this have? Potentially, it could be tremendous. Nearly 32 million children eat lunch at school every day, and almost 11 million eat breakfast there, too. As a result, American children get between 30 percent and 50 percent of their daily calories in the school cafeteria.
Is everyone pleased? No. The rules don't go as far as some nutrition advocates wanted. For instance, the USDA had proposed scrapping an existing rule that allowed the tomato paste on pizza to be classified as a vegetable, since striking that classification would have cut the amount of pizza kids could eat. But food companies that sell frozen pizzas to schools objected, and Congress blocked the change, along with another that would have limited servings of potatoes to two a week. School districts also got some rules watered down, saying they would have cost too much. 

How much is this going to cost? The USDA estimates that the cost of preparing each school lunch will rise by 11 cents under the new rules; the cost of each breakfast will go up 28 cents. The federal government will kick in 6 cents per lunch to help schools meet the standards. Over five years, the total pricetag for the rules will be $3.2 billion. But advocates of the higher standards say they'll pay big dividends by reducing medical bills related to diabetes and other obesity-related conditions. "A healthier population will save billions of dollars in future health care costs," said Dawn Undurraga, staff nutritionist at the Environmental Working Group.

Critical Questions: 

1. Identify whether the selected statement is fact or opinion next to the statement in the margin. 

(See highlighted phrases in article above.)  

Repeat the process for the statements below. These statements are direct quotes from the sources indicated as they were used to create the article above. 

 Trade associations representing frozen pizza sellers like ConAgra Foods Inc and Schwan Food Co as well as French fry sellers McCain Foods Ltd and J.R. Simplot Co were instrumental in blocking changes to rules affecting those items. – The Guardian 

Opinion

Those actions, which caused a public uproar, won cheers from critics of the rules. They held up the changes as an example of overreach by the federal government, saying it should not meddle in the food decisions made by families. – The Guardian

Opinion

“The quality of school meals has been hotly debated for years because one-third of children in the USA are overweight or obese.” –USA Today

Fact

School districts also objected to some of the requirements, saying they go too far and would cost too much. –Time

Opinion

A bill passed in November would require the department to allow tomato paste on pizzas to be counted as a vegetable, as it is now. –Time

Fact

Many schools already have made improvements. "These are all goals school nutrition professionals have been working toward, and these national nutrition standards will ensure that every student has access to a healthy meal in the cafeteria," says Diane Pratt-Heavner of the School Nutrition Association. – USA Today

Opinion
“Vilsack says companies that supply commodities to the USDA already are responding to the standards by offering foods that are lower in fat, sugar and sodium.” –USA Today

Fact
2.How is the opinion quoted from The Week below masked as a fact? 

"When we send our kids to school," says First Lady Michelle Obama, "we expect that they won't be eating the kind of fatty, salty, sugary foods that we try to keep them from eating at home."  

 Celebrity legitimizer; appeal to common knowledge/common sense by saying “we”/ “we all agree” phrasing

3. “Mrs. Obama, also joined by celebrity chef Rachael Ray, said youngsters will learn better if they don’t have growling stomachs at school.” –Time 

    a. How does the preceding opinion impersonate a fact?  Takes the form of a statistical summary, if x then y, common sense appeal, celebrity legitimizer

    b. Is “learning better” an issue brought up anywhere else in the debate so far? No; the diet’s effect on mental focus or learning is not the issue in question. Obesity is. 
    c. What audience do you think it is trying to target and why? Parents, People concerned with quality of education 

4. Read the excerpt from the USDA news release below: 
New Standards Will Improve the Health and Wellbeing of 32 Million Kids Nationwide

 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 25. 2012 – First Lady Michelle Obama and Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today unveiled new standards for school meals that will result in healthier meals for kids across the nation. The new meal requirements will raise standards for the first time in more than fifteen years and improve the health and nutrition of nearly 32 million kids that participate in school meal programs every school day. The healthier meal requirements are a key component of the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act, which was championed by the First Lady as part of her Let's Move! campaign and signed in to law by President Obama. Nutrition, health and education advocates applauded the new standards and reiterated their commitment to improving the health and wellbeing of kids nationwide.”

a. How is the statement “New Standards Will Improve the Health and Wellbeing of 32 Million Kids Nationwide” disguised as a fact? Numbers included simulate statistics; it’s a very probable outcome

b. Does the position as a header in the article have an effect on its perception as fact or opinion? Why? Yes; it simulates a news headline and plays off the connotation of “reporting the facts”; it appears to be a testable outcome but actually “health” is a term that has multiple factors and isn’t even definable here. 

5. Look at the news release below to find another example of an opinion masked as a fact. 

Describe what makes this masking so effective and why the USDA in particular might use this strategy in publicizing this issues. Overall do they support their stance with facts or opinions? Pull up news release on the board or allow students computer access. 

http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentid=2012/01/0025.xml&contentidonly=true
Linda Davis-Alldritt- can’t prove that it affects their academic performance

James A. "Jamie"-case for exaggeration mixed with statistic
(USDA is directly involved in the more drastic legislation that is being brought before congress. Their use of).

�These should be a bit more brief. Your objectives should be easier met, if that makes sense.  These are bit more complicated than they need to be.





