ANT 309  ENVIRONMENTAL  ANTHROPOLOGY

Spring 2008  Tues. & Thurs. 2:00-3:15  SB 202
Dr. Bill Alexander, Assistant Professor
Office hours: M W F 10:30-11:30, Tues. & Thurs. 3:30 -4:30 or by appointment

Office 100 F (inside archaeology lab) Social & Behavioral Sciences Building

Phone: 962-2227 
Email: alexanderw@uncw.edu
Course Description

Human beings live in all parts of the world due to our biology and unique ability to create culture and technology. We inhabit a remarkable range of environments and ecosystems. How people use and conserve resources, how they alter their natural worlds, how their ideas and practices are shaped by their environments, and how they conceive of Nature itself varies greatly cross-culturally. The study of the specific relationships between people and their environments is a subject of ongoing interest in anthropology that is especially relevant in today’s world as environmental issues have increasingly important societal, political, economic and global consequences. Topics to be explored in this class include: 

-  human adaptability in diverse environmental niches

- consumerism
-  culture as a mediating influence in human ecology 

- gender & women’s issues

-  wealth & power differences in access to resources

- economic development 
-  biodiversity & resource conservation



- rights of native peoples
-  the environmental justice movement



- environment & cognition
-  urbanization & sustainability




- climate change

-  religion, spirituality, and management of environmental resources
-  industrialization & the conflict between unlimited growth and a finite resource base

-  ethnoecology & the world market for traditional environmental knowledge



-  current policy debates and the efforts of those seeking a sustainable and more just society

Required Texts
Emilio F. Moran 


Human Adaptability: An Introduction to Ecological Anthropology, 3rd. edition  
Boulder CO: Westview Press (2008)

Nora Haenn and Richard R. Wilk (editors)

         The Environment in Anthropology: A Reader in Ecology, Culture, and Sustainable Living 
         New York: New York University Press (2006)

Carole L. Crumley (editor)


New Directions in Anthropology & Environment: Intersections  Landham MD: Alta Mira 
Press  (2001) 
Grading and Requirements
7 quizzes 




15%

Exam 1,  Feb. 5



20%

Exam 2,  Feb. 28



25%

Exam 3, May 1



30%

Attendance & Participation


10%

Nine unannounced short quizzes will be given throughout the semester. Your top seven quiz scores will be averaged and your lowest two scores will be dropped. These quizzes act as check-ups to help gauge how well you are following the lectures and the reading assignments. If you’re absent on quiz day, that will be your drop score. 

Exams will not be comprehensive. They will only cover material covered since the previous exam. The first and second exams (Feb. 5th & Feb. 28th) are in-class and will consist of a variety of objective questions, including true/false, multiple choice, fill in the blank, short answer, and essay questions. 

The final exam will be a take-home essay and you will have one week to complete it. It will consist of one essay question selected by you from a choice of several. It will be due on May 1.  

You are required to be an active participant in this course. Attending class and taking part in discussion is expected. There will be a sign-in sheet for every class meeting. Your record of attendance and participation will be taken into consideration in figuring your final grade. Arrive on time and don’t leave early. You will not be given credit for tardies or early departures. Cell phones are not allowed in class. Turn them off and put them away before you enter. It’s very important for you to complete each meeting’s assigned reading so that we can discuss it during class. Lectures will clarify the texts, but you will have difficulty if you haven’t kept up with the reading. Taking good notes is also necessary as I will often present material not in the books. I encourage you to visit me during office hours whenever you feel the need. If you can’t come during office hours, we can set an appointment. 

Academic dishonesty, cheating, and plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated and will result in a failing grade for the course. Please familiarize yourself with the university’s academic honor code:

http://www.uncw.edu/fac_handbook/responsibilities/teaching/honor_code_print.htm

and the University Learning Center’s definition of and tips to avoid plagiarism:

http://www.uncw.edu/stuaff/uls/Writing-plagiarism.htm

Course Schedule
Thurs. 1/10  Introduction to the Class

I. Foundations & Perspectives
Tues. 1/15  Moran  Chapter 2 “Theories of Human-Habitat Interaction” pp. 27-59
Haenn  Julian Steward “The Concept and Method of Cultural Ecology” pp. 5-9
Thurs. 1/17 Haenn  Robert Netting “Smallholders, Householders” pp. 10-14; Conrad P. Kottak “The New Ecological Anthropology” pp. 40-52  
Crumley  Anna Lowenhaupt Tsing “Nature in the Making” pp. 3-23
II. Human Adaptability: Arctic Zones, High Altitudes
Tues. 1/22  Moran  Chapter 5  “Human Adaptability to Arctic Zones” pp. 123-155
Thurs. 1/24  
Tues. 1/29  Moran Chapter 6  “Human Adaptability to High Altitudes” pp. 157-187
Thurs. 1/31 
Tues. 2/5  exam
III. Human Adaptability: Arid lands, Grasslands, Humid Tropics

Thurs. 2/7 
Tues. 2/12 Moran Chapter 7 “Human Adaptability to Arid lands” pp. 189-225

Thurs. 2/14 
Tues. 2/19 Moran Chapter 8 “Human Adaptability to Grasslands” pp. 227-261

Thurs. 2/21 
Tues. 2/26    Moran Chapter 9 “Human Adaptability to Humid Tropics” pp. 263-304
Thurs. 2/28  exam
Spring Break

IV.  Critical Issues in Environmental Anthropology
Language, Cognition & Ethnoecology
Tues. 3/11 Crumley  Luisa Maffi “Linking Language and Environment: A Coevolutionary Perspective” pp. 24-48; William Kepmton “Cognitive Anthropology and the Environment” pp. 49-71

Thurs. 3/13 Crumley Leslie E. Sponsel “Do Anthropologists Need Religion, and Vice Versa?: Adventures and Dangers in Spiritual Ecology” pp. 177-200; Kathryn R. Winthrop “Historical Ecology: Landscapes of Change in the Pacific Northwest” pp. 203-222

Tues. 3/18 Haenn Virginia D. Nazarea “A View from a Point: Ethnoecology as Situated Knowledge” pp. 34-39; Nora Haenn “The Power of Environmental Knowledge: Ethnoecology and Environmental Conflicts in Mexican Convservation” pp. 226-236
Thurs. 3/20  NO CLASS MEETING (EASTER)
Community, The Commons, & Conservation

Tues. 3/25 Haenn  J. Peter Brosius “Endangered Forest, Endangered People: Environmentalist Representations of Indigenous Knowledge”  pp. 367-385;  David Maybury-Lewis “On the Importance of Being Tribal” pp. 390-399 

Thurs. 3/27  NO CLASS MEETING  (Dr. Alexander will be attending the Society for Applied 





      Anthropology annual meeting)

Tues. 4/1
Haenn  F. Berkes, D. Feeny, B.J. McCay, & J.M. Acheson “The Benefits of the Commons” pp. 355-360; Will Anderson” Tribal Whaling Poses New Threat” pp. 386-389; Crumley  Bonnie J. McCay “Environmental Anthropology at Sea” pp. 254-272
Gender Issues in Economy & Ecology
Thurs. 4/3 Haenn  Dianne Rocheleau, Barbara Thomas-Slayter, & Esther Wangari “Gender and the Environment: A Feminist Political Ecology” pp. 27-33; Sally Ethelston “Gender, Population, Environment” pp. 113-117; Vandana Shiva “Staying Alive: Women, Ecology, and Development” pp. 183-190
Economic Development & Underdevelopment

Tues.  4/8 Haenn  James Ferguson and Larry Lohmann “The Anti-Politics Machine: “Development” and Bureaucratic Power in Lesotho” pp. 163-170;  Susan C. Stonich and Billie R. Dewalt “The Political Ecology of Deforestation in Honduras” pp. 284-301; Brewster Kneen “The Invisible Giant: Cargill and Its Transnational Strategies” pp. 443-448

Thurs. 4/10 Haenn     Richard R. Wilk “The Ecology of Global Consumer Culture” pp. 418-429; Caren Kaplan “A World Without Boundaries: The Body Shop’s Trans/National Geographics” pp. 430-442

Tues. 4/15 Haenn  Kevin A. Hill “Conflicts over Development and Environmental Values: The International Ivory Trade in Zimbabwe’s Historical Context” pp. 215-225; Suzana Sawyer “Indigenous Initiatives and Petroleum Politics in the Ecuadorian Amazon” pp. 361-385, Martha Honey “Treading Lightly? Ecotourism’s Impact on the Environment” pp. 449-457;
Environmental Justice Movement
Thurs. 4/17 Haenn  Barbara Rose Johnston “Anthropology and Environmental Justice: Analysis, Advocates, Mediators, and Troublemakers” pp. 132-149
Urban Ecology & Sustainability
Tues. 4/22 Moran Chapter 10 Urban Ecology and Urban Sustainability pp. 307-330

Thurs. 4/24  final comments, review 







Take-home exam instructions handed out in class
Take-home exam due on Thursday May 1st  at 6:00 p.m.  Class will not meet. Send it to me as an email attachment or drop copy in my mailbox or office. 
