ANT 292  Medical Anthropology
Spring  2011     Mon. & Wed.  2:00–3:15     CIS 1006


Dr. Bill Alexander, Assistant Professor

Office hours: Monday through Thursday 11:00–12:00, or by appointment

Office 100 F (inside archaeology lab) Social & Behavioral Sciences Building

Phone: 962-2227 
Email: alexanderw@uncw.edu
This course will survey this subfield of applied cultural anthropology that explores systems of medical knowledge and health care from a cross-cultural perspective. Medical anthropologists focus on interactions between environmental, biological, and social factors. They pay particular attention to socioeconomic issues that shape risk and disease in vulnerable populations. Cultural encounters between Western biomedicine and non-Western healing traditions are another primary area of interest. Dr. Alexander will also present examples from his participation in an on-going research project that is studying tuberculosis in migrant communities on the US–Mexico border. Class topics include:

-  cultural perceptions and social


-  ethnography and critical theory in applied 

   representations of health & illness

 
   medical anthropology research
-  public health & preventative interventions      
-  addiction treatment & prevention    


-  poverty, homelessness & access to health care 
-  hunger & food security    

    for the poor and working class


-  sexuality & gender issues     

-  positive and negative health impacts of 

-  childbirth & reproduction    

    modernization in developing countries

-  economic underdevelopment & global inequality
-  dietary change & "diseases of development"    
-  susceptibilities in infancy and childhood  
-  folk medicine in traditional settings & 

-  the fight against global epidemics

    alternative medicine in contemporary society
-  political violence, conflict, & war 
-  human rights & medical ethics
    


Required Texts
Philippe Bourgois & Jeff Schonberg


Righteous Dopefiend  Berkeley CA: University of California Press (2009)

Mark Nichter


Global Health: Why Cultural Perceptions, Social Representations, and Biopolitics Matter  
Tucson 
AZ:  University of Arizona Press (2008)

Farmer, Paul


Partner to the Poor: A Paul Farmer Reader  Berkeley CA: University of California Press (2010)

Grading and Requirements

Grade scale
Take-home essay, 2/16
30% 

92 – 100  A

80 – 81  B-      
68 – 69  D+     
Exam, 3/9


30% 

90 – 91    A-

78 – 79  C+     
62 – 67  D    
Exam, 5/4


30%

88 – 89    B+    
72 – 77  C    
 
60 – 61  D-  
Attendance & Participation    10%

82 – 87    B    

70 – 71  C-  
  
 0 – 59   F    
The take-home essay (6 – 7 pages) will cover one question selected by you from a choice of several. Your essay will integrate ideas and information from the book by Bourgois & Schoenfeld with material presented during lecture and class discussion. Instructions will be handed out one week before it’s due.

Exams will be taken in class and will consist of a variety of objective questions. Exams will not be comprehensive; they will only cover the material from that section of the course.  

You are required to be an active participant. Attending class and taking part in discussion is expected and is part of your final grade. Arrive on time and don’t leave early. Tardies and early departures will be counted as absences. Use of cell phones is not allowed during class. Turn them off and put them away before you enter. Web surfing, texting, messaging, etc. during class is prohibited. If you are observed online during class you will not be given credit for attendance and/or be asked to leave. 
It’s very important to complete each meeting’s assigned reading so that we can discuss it during class. Lectures will clarify the texts, but you will have difficulty if you haven’t kept up with the reading. Taking good notes is also necessary as Dr. Alexander will often present material not in the books. You are encouraged to visit him during office hours whenever you feel the need. If you can’t come during office hours, an appointment can be set. 
Academic dishonesty, cheating, and plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated and will result in a failing grade (or worse…) Please familiarize yourself with the university’s academic honor code:

http://www.uncw.edu/fac_handbook/responsibilities/teaching/honor_code_print.htm

and the University Learning Center’s definition of and tips to avoid plagiarism:

http://www.uncw.edu/stuaff/uls/Writing-plagiarism.htm

Course Schedule
Wed. 1/12
Introduction to the Class

Mon. 1/17
MLK Day 

Part I. 

Righteous Dopefiend

Critically applied medical anthropology in an 







innovative ethnographic research setting
Wed. 1/19
Bourgois & Schoenberg:  pp. 1-45, Introduction: A Theory of Abuse  Chapter 1 Intimate 


Apartheid
Mon. 1/ 24
Bourgois & Schoenberg:  pp. 47–115, Chapter 2 Falling in Love  Chapter 3 A Community 

of Addicted Bodies
Wed. 1/26
Bourgois & Schoenberg: pp. 117–145, Chapter 4 Childhoods  
Mon. 1/31
Bourgois & Schoenberg: pp. 147–207, Chapter 5 Making Money  Chapter 6 Parenting   
Wed. 2/2
Bourgois & Schoenberg: pp. 209–239, Chapter 7 Male Love  

Mon. 2/7
Bourgois & Schoenberg: pp. 241–294, Chapter 8 Everyday Addicts  Chapter 9 Treatment
Wed. 2/9 
Bourgois & Schoenberg: pp. 297–320, Conclusion: Critically Applied Anthropology



Essay instructions will be handed out. Essay due in one week.
Part II.

Global Health: Why Cultural Perceptions, Social Representations, and Biopolitics Matter

Mon. 2/14
Introduction to this section of the course
Wed. 2/16    
Essay due in class
Mon. 2/21  
Nichter: pp. 23–68, Part I.  Popular Health Culture, Chapter 1 Perceptions of 



Ethnophysiology Matter  Chapter 2 Representations of Illness Causality and 



Vectors that Transmit Disease
Wed. 2/23
Nichter: pp. 69–103, Chapter 3 Why Is research on Local Illness Categories Important?


Chapter 4 Perceptions of Pharmaceuticals and Quality of Care
Mon. 2/28
Nichter: pp. 105–131, Part II Rhetoric Matters, Chapter 5 Representations 



that Frame Health and Development Policy  Chapter 6  Representations of 



Health Status and Social Formation 
Wed. 3/2
Nichter:  pp. 133–149, Chapter 7 NGOs, Social Capital, and the Politics of the Possible
Mon. 3/7
Nichter: pp. 151–186, Part III Future Research, Chapter 8 Toward a Next 




Generation of Social Science Research in Global Health
Wed. 3/9
EXAM
Mon. 3/14
SPRING BREAK, no class meeting

Wed. 3/16
SPRING BREAK, no class meeting

Part III. 
Partner to the Poor: The Work of Paul Farmer and Partners In Health (PIH)

ETHNOGRAPHY, HISTORY, POLITICAL ECONOMY

Mon. 3/21  
Farmer:   pp. 33–93,  Chapter 1  Bad Blood, Spoiled Milk: Bodily Fluids as Moral Barometers in Rural Haiti  Chapter 2  Sending Sickness:  Sorcery, Politics, and Changing Concepts of AIDS in Rural Haiti
Wed. 3/23
Farmer:  pp. 94–120,  Chapter 3  The Exotic and the Mundane:  Human Immunodeficiency Virus in Haiti
Mon. 3/28
Farmer:  pp. 121–147,  Chapter 4  Ethnography, Social Analysis, and the Prevention of Sexually Transmitted HIV Infection among Poor Women in Haiti  Chapter 5  From Haiti to Rwanda: AIDS and Accusations
ANTHROPOLOGY AMID EPIDEMICS
Wed. 3/30
Farmer: pp. 155–194,  Chapter 6  Rethinking “Emerging Infectious Diseases”  Chapter 7 Social Science and the New Tuberculosis  
Mon. 4/4
Farmer:  pp. 195–221,  Chapter 8  Optimism and Pessimism in Tuberculosis Control: Lessons from Rural Haiti  Chapter 9  Cruel and Unusual:  Drug-Resistant Tuberculosis as Punishment  
Wed. 4/6
Farmer pp. 222–247,  Chapter 10  The Consumption of the Poor: Tuberculosis in the Twenty-First Century    
Mon. 4/11
Farmer:    pp. 266–290,  Chapter 12  The Major Infectious Diseases in the World—To Treat or Not to Treat  Chapter 13  Integrated HIV Prevention and Care Strengthens Primary Health Care: Lessons from Rural Haiti  Chapter 14  AIDS in 2006—Moving toward One World, One Hope? 
STRUCTURAL VIOLENCE

Wed. 4/13
 Farmer:  pp. 298–349, Chapter 15  Women, Poverty, and AIDS  Chapter 16  On Suffering and Structural Violence: Social and Economic Rights in the Global Era
Mon. 4/18
Farmer:  pp. 350–375, Chapter 17 An Anthropology of Structural Violence
Wed. 4/20
Farmer:  pp. 376—392, Chapter 18 Structural Violence and Clinical Medicine  
Mon. 4/25
Farmer:  pp. 393–426, Chapter 19  Mother Courage and the Costs of War  Chapter 20  “Landmine Boy” and Stupid Deaths 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND A CRITIQUE OF MEDICAL ETHICS

Wed. 4/27
Farmer:  pp. 487–527,  Chapter 23  Never Again? Reflections on Human Values and Human Rights
Mon. 5/2
Farmer:  pp. 528–559, Chapter 24  Rich World, Poor World: Medical Ethics and Global Inequality,  Chapter 25 Making Human Rights Substantial

Exam review 
FINAL EXAM  Wed.  May 4  3:00

