ANT 292  Medical Anthropology
Spring  2010     Tues. & Thurs.  2:00–3:15     FR 1014


Dr. Bill Alexander, Assistant Professor

Office hours: Mon. & Wed. 12:30–1:30, Tues. & Thurs. 11:00–12:00 or by appointment

Office 100 F (inside archaeology lab) Social & Behavioral Sciences Building

Phone: 962-2227 
Email: alexanderw@uncw.edu
This course will survey this growing subfield of applied cultural anthropology that explores systems of medical knowledge and health care from a cross-cultural perspective. Medical anthropologists focus on interactions between environmental, biological, and social factors. They pay particular attention to socioeconomic issues that shape risk and disease in vulnerable communities. Cultural encounters between Western biomedicine and non-Western healing traditions are another primary area of interest. Dr. Alexander will also present examples from his participation in an on-going research project that is studying tuberculosis in indigenous migrant communities on the US–Mexico border. Class topics include:

-  cultural perceptions and social


-  ethnography and critical theory in applied 

   representations of health & illness

 
   medical anthropology research
-  public health & preventative interventions      
-  addiction treatment & prevention    


-  poverty, homelessness & access to health care 
-  hunger & food security    

    for the poor and working class


-  sexuality & gender issues     

-  positive and negative health impacts of 

-  childbirth & reproduction    

    modernization in developing countries

-  care for the elderly    

-  dietary change & "diseases of development"    
-  susceptibilities in infancy and childhood  
-  folk medicine in traditional settings & 

-  the fight against global epidemics

    alternative medicine in contemporary society
-  psychological anthropology & 

-  the role of religion & spirituality in healing

    folk therapies     

Required Texts
Mark Nichter


Global Health: Why Cultural Perceptions, Social Representations, and Biopolitics Matter  
Tucson AZ:  University of Arizona Press (2008)

Philippe Bourgois & Jeff Schonberg


Righteous Dopefiend  Berkeley CA: University of California Press (2009)

Electronic Reserve readings.  These are accessed by going to the library reserves homepage:    http://library.uncw.edu/web/customerservices/reserves.html

After logging in, you can locate the reserve materials searching by course, department, or instructor. 

Grading and Requirements

Take-home essay, 2/2

30% 

   

Exam, 2/23


30% 

 

Exam, 4/28


35%
Attendance & Participation      5%
The take-home essay (6 – 7 pages) will cover one question selected by you from a choice of several. Your essay will integrate ideas and information from the book by Bourgois & Schoenfeld with material presented during lecture and class discussion. Instructions will be handed out one week before it is due.

Exams will be taken in class and will consist of a variety of objective questions. Exams will not be comprehensive, they will only cover the material from that section of the course.  

You are required to be an active participant in this course. Attending class and taking part in discussion is expected and is figured into your final grade. Arrive on time and don’t leave early. Use of cell phones is not allowed during class. Turn them off and put them away before you enter. Web surfing, texting, messaging, etc. during class is prohibited. 

It’s very important to complete each meeting’s assigned reading so that we can discuss it during class. Lectures will clarify the texts, but you will have difficulty if you haven’t kept up with the reading. Taking good notes is also necessary as Dr. Alexander will often present material not in the books. You are encouraged to visit him during office hours whenever you feel the need. If you can’t come during office hours, an appointment can be set. 
Academic dishonesty, cheating, and plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated and will result in a failing grade (or worse…) Please familiarize yourself with the university’s academic honor code:

http://www.uncw.edu/fac_handbook/responsibilities/teaching/honor_code_print.htm

and the University Learning Center’s definition of and tips to avoid plagiarism:

http://www.uncw.edu/stuaff/uls/Writing-plagiarism.htm

Course Schedule
Thur. 1/7
Introduction to the Class

Part I. 

Righteous Dopefiend

Critical applied medical anthropology in an 







innovative ethnographic research setting
Tues. 1/12
Bourgois & Schoenberg:  pp. 1-45, Introduction: A Theory of Abuse; 



Chapter 1 “Intimate Apartheid”
Thur. 1/ 14
Bourgois & Schoenberg:  pp. 47–77, Chapter 2 “Falling in Love”
Tues. 1/19
Bourgois & Schoenberg: pp. 79–181, Chapter 3 “A Community of 




Addicted Bodies”  Chapter 4 “Childhoods”  Chapter 5 “Making Money”
Thur. 1/21
Bourgois & Schoenberg: pp. 183–239, Chapter 6 “Parenting”  



Chapter 7 “Male Love”
Tues. 1/26
Bourgois & Schoenberg:  pp. 209–269, Chapter 8 “Everyday Addicts” 



Chapter 9 “Treatment” & Conclusion: Critically Applied Anthropology


Essay instructions will be handed out. Essay due in one week.
Part II.

Global Health: Why Cultural Perceptions, Social 


Representations, and Biopolitics Matter

Thur. 1/28 
Introduction to this section of the course
Tues. 2/2
Essay due in class
Thur. 2/4
Nichter: pp. 23–39, Part I.  Popular Health Culture, Chapter 1 “Perceptions of 


Ethnopysiology Matter”
Tues. 2/9    
Nichter: pp. 41–83, Chapter 2 “Representations of Illness Causality and 



Vectors that Transmit Disease”  Chapter 3 “Why Is research on Local 



Illness Categories Important?”

Thur. 2/11  
Nichter: pp. 85–103,  Chapter 4 “Perceptions of Pharmaceuticals and 



Quality of Care”
Tues. 2/16
Nichter: pp. 105–149, Part II Rhetoric Matters, Chapter 5 “Representations 



that Frame Health and Development Policy”  Chapter 6  “Representations of 


Health Status and Social Formation”  Chapter 7 “NGOs, Social Capital, and the 


Politics of the Possible”
Thur. 2/18
Nichter: pp. 151–186, Part III Future Research, Chapter 8 “Toward a Next 


Generation of Social Science Research in Global Health”
Tues. 2/23
EXAM
Part III. 
Current & Classic Perspectives in Medical Anthropology
Thur. 2/25
EReserve:  Mark J. Plotkin “Shamans”  pp. 159 – 167  Annual Editions 



Anthropology 06/07, Angeloni, ed. (McGraw-Hill, 2006); Charles Lindholm



“Outsiders and Charismatics”  pp. 296 – 325
  Culture & Identity: The History, 


Theory, and Practice of Psychological Anthropology (McGraw Hill, 2001)
Tues. 3/2  
EReserve:  Sidney M. Greenfield  “Hypnosis and Trance Induction in the 



Surgeries of Brazilian Spiritist Healer-Mediums”  The Anthropology of 



Consciousness 2(3–4):20–25 (1991);  Sharp, Lesley A.  “Exorcists, Psychiatrists, 


and the Problems of Possession in Northwest Madagascar”  Social Science 


Medicine 38(4): 525–542 (1994)
Thur. 3/4
EReserve:  David A. Taylor  “Ancient Teachings, Modern Lessons”  pp. 146-150
 

Annual Editions Anthropology 07/08, Angeloni, ed. (McGraw-Hill, 2007); Arthur 


C. Lehmann  “Eyes of the Ngangas: Ethnomedicine and Power in Central African 


Republic” pp. 216 – 224  Magic, Witchcraft, and Religion: An Anthropological 


Study of the Supernatural, 7th ed. Lehmann, Myers, & Moro, eds. (McGraw-Hill, 


2008)

Tues. 3/9
SPRING BREAK, no class meeting

Thur. 3/11
SPRING BREAK, no class meeting

Tues. 3/16
EReserve: Stanislav Andreski  “The Syphilitic Shock”  pp. 370 – 393  Ritual and 




Belief: Readings in the Anthropology of Religion, 2nd. ed, Hicks, ed. (McGraw-Hill, 

2002); Robert Anderson “Ghosts Past and Present”  pp. 25 – 43  The Ghosts of 


Iceland (Thomson Wadworth, 2005)

Thur. 3/18
EReserve:  Emily A. Schultz and Robert H. Lavenda  “Lead Poisoning Among 


Mexican American Children”  pp. 394 – 395  Cultural Anthropology: A Perspective 

on the Human Condition, 6th ed. (Oxford, 2005);  L.A. Rebhun  “Swallowing 


Frogs: Anger and Illness in Northeast Brazil”  pp. 233 – 244  Magic, Witchcraft, 


and Religion: An Anthropological Study of the Supernatural, 6th ed. Lehmann, 


Myers, & Moro, eds. (McGraw-Hill, 2000)

Tues. 3/23
EReserve: Nancy Scheper-Hughes
“Lifeboat Ethics: Mother Love and Child 


Death in Northeast Brazil”  pp. 38 – 44  Gender in Cross-Cultural Perspective, 


Brettell & Sargent, eds. (Prentice Hall, 2001); Nancy Bonvillain “Gender and the 


Body”  pp. 231 – 263  Women and Men: Cultural Constructs of Gender, 3rd ed. 


(Prentice Hall, 2001)

Thur. 3/25
EReserve:   Emily Martin “The Egg and the Sperm: How Science Constructed a 


Romance Based on Stereotypical Male-Female Roles” pp. 85 – 95  Situated Lives: 

Gender and Culture in Everyday Life, Lamphere, Ragoné, and Zavella, eds. 


(Routledge, 1997)

Tues. 3/30
EReserve:   Roy Richard Grinker “Remapping the World of Autism”  pp. 145 – 


149  Annual Editions Anthropology 08/09, Angeloni, ed. (McGraw-Hill, 2008); 


Edward T. Hall “Proxemics: The Study of Man’s Spatial Relations”  pp. 215 – 220 


Classic Edition Sources Anthropolog, Angeloni, ed. (McGraw-Hill, 2008)
Thur. 4/1
HOLIDAY, no class meeting
Tues. 4/6
EReserve: Paul Farmer  excerpt from The Uses of Haiti 3rd ed. (Common Courage 

Press, 2005); Charles Briggs  excerpt from Stories in the Time of Cholera: Racial 


Profiling During a Medical Nightmare (University of California Press, 2004); Joan 


E. Paluzzi  “Intersections or Fault Lines? Chile’s Free National Tuberculosis 


Treatment Program Within a Privatizing Health System” pp. 63–81  Lost in the 


Long Transition: Struggles for Social Justice in Neoliberal Chile  Alexander, ed. 


(Lexington Books, 2009)
Thur. 4/8
EReserve:  Holly Wardlow  “ ‘You have to understand: some of us are glad AIDS  

has arrived’: Christianity and Condoms among the Huli of Papua New Guinea” 


pp. 187–205  Making Sense of AIDS: Culture, Sexuality and Power in Melanesia 


Butt and Eves, eds. (University of Hawaii Press, 2008)
Tues. 4/13
EReserve: João Biehl  excerpts from Vita: Life in a Zone of Social Abandonment 


(University of California Press, 2005) and Will to Live: AIDS Therapies and the 


Politics of Survival (Princeton, 2007)
Thur. 4/15
EReserve: Joan Paluzzi John H. Bodley  “The Price of Progress” pp. 132-144  


Victims of Progress, 4th ed. (Mayfield, 1999)
Tues. 4/20
EReserve:  Katherine A. Dettwyler  “Dancing Skeletons” pp. 139-149  Dancing 


Skeletons: Life and Death in West Africa (Waveland, 1994)Sonia Patten  “Medical 

Anthropology: Improving Nutrition in Malawi”  pp. 405 – 414  Conformity and 


Conflict: Readings in Cultural Anthropology, 11th ed. Spradley and McCurdy, eds. 


(Allyn and Bacon, 2003)

Thur. 4/22
Exam review
FINAL EXAM  Thurs. April 29  3:00

